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Kyalami: Matra score ninth consecutive win 
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Last year only one British motorist used Elf oil 
This year we aim to do better. 


Itso happens that the one British motorist was none other than 
Mr Jackie Stewart. 
Incase you didn’t know, Jackie won the Formula 1 World Championshi 
three times using Elf oil and now he won't use anything else. 
Unfortunately, up until now it has been very difficult for any other 
British motorist to follow Mr Stewart’s example and use Elf oil. Because unless 
you were lucky enough to be a Renault owner (all new Renaults start off life 
with Elf oil and Renault won't recommend anything else), you wouldn’t 
have come across Elfin this country. 
However, times change and in this case for the better. 
You can now obtain the most technically advanced 20W/50 oils in the 
world in Britain. 
In short, Elf are here. 
There are now Elf stockists in practically every 
art of the country. If you write to Terry Hardie at Elf 
he'll send youa free colour brochure | a [ 
on Elf and also tell you where your e Ce) 


nearest stockist is. 


ELF/STERNOL LTD, 12 SUTTON ROW, LONDON WIV6QR 
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Last Saturday's Formula Ford competitors’ meeting to decide 
on the future tyres to be used in the Formula not only 
served to discuss that issue, but illustrated the intense need 
for an organisation to police the Formula. The very fact that 
it needed an individual to motivate the discussion, rather 
than let the issue be decided by the RAC, without any repre- 
sentation from the competitors, illustrates this, But then 
only 40 of the 100 or so drivers at the track turned up at the 
meeting, and even that 100 was only a quarter of the total 
number of FF competitors in the country. So the discussion 
was motivated by an individual and discussed by a tenth of 
the drivers. The remaining nine tenths, however, are the 
‘ones likely to bleat when a final decision is made. 

The tyre situation was one that could change the whole 
spectre of the Formula. It could involve competitors and 
constructors in chassis updating, new gear ratios, the tyres 
themselves etc, the cost for which would come out of the 
competitor's pocket. 

So it seems extraordinary that those competitors could 
not even be bothered to go to Saturday's meeting. Now the 
situation rests with the RAC to decide what tyres should be 
used next season. It is virtually out of the hands of the 
people who are going to have to pay, because they could 
not be bothered to voice their opinions. There is now no 
excuse for complaining when the final decision is made. 
Nothing very concrete could be decided at the meeting as 
the individual concerned could not do as much research 
as he might have liked. So the whole package of facts and 
votes is handed on to the RAC in a very depleted form. 
It is hardly surprising that the RAC don’t waste their time 
waiting for competitors to decide what they want—obviously 
they don’t know or really care what they want. 

Formula Ford once had one major championship to contest, 
now there are at least three, none of which, however, 
fill the bill as a national series. The races for these 
important championships have gone from 15 laps of Brands 
for instance, to a meagre eight, and how can any driver 
emerge for promotion into a ‘more senior’ formula after 
@ series of eight lap races? Yet another reason for some- 
‘one to champion the causes of the Formula. The illegal engine 
situations, and especially those recent complications involv- 
ing Minister's and Scholar's head gaskets: their argument is 
there, but there's no one to put the case forward in a legal 
way and present to the RAC an explicit defence explaining 
the problem of the regulations as seen by all FF competitors. 

So who should police the Formula, get the competitors 
to a common voice? One competitor wanted to get an 
association together, but there was no response. Many of 
the constructors and engine men don't have the time, and 
none of the organising clubs could be expected to shoulder 
the responsibility for this enormous number of competitors 
and their grouses. 

One solution would be for Ford themselves to appoint a 
troubleshooter as they did in the Formula’s early days. An- 
other would be for an RAC staffman to accept full respon- 
sibility with perhaps more of a tie-up with Ford. One thing 
is for sure though; the Formula needs a full time co-ordinator 
badly, and they should be the first to recognise it. 
our cover picture 
Gerard Larrousse/Henri Pescarolo took the Gitanes Matra-Simea to 


its ninth consecutive sports car championship victory at Kyalami last 


“With no major sponsor in 
1974, we found d.fficulty to be 
competitive in Formula 1,” said 
Max Mosley when we spoke to 
him on Tuesday afternoon, "To 
run anything but a" fully 
competitive Formula 1 car is 
unproductive so accordingly, we 
have suspended our Fl. effort 
and released our mechanics and 
drivers. We shall then review our 
position if sponsorship changes 
In 1975. Following our success 
In F2 and lesser formulae in 1974, 


Max Mosley—" unproductive. 


Pit and Paddock 
March to quit F1 


we shall participate on an even 
Digger scale during 1975. 

‘This dramatic news over the 
weekend was the decision 
taken by March Engineering 
to. curtail the company's 
activities in Grand Prix” rac. 
ing. It comes at a time when 
several Formula 1 teams. are 
Seriously contemplating whether 
they will run cars at all next 
year, especially with the large 


Cut-backs currently being under 
taken by prospective sponsors. 

However, this does not put 
March in a terribly difficult posi 
tion for they rely far, far more 
on their sale of production cars, 
from which they are able to exist. 
rather than their participation in 
Formula 1 

‘The first news of such 2 move 
came at the end of last week 
when “several mechanics were 
moved away on (o other projects 
It Is thought that their young 
team-leader this year, Hans 
Joachim Stuck, will now move 
across to McLaren where it is 
thought he Is favoured far more 
than. Jochen” Mass who's been 
standing in for the injured Mike 
Hailwood. 

March have competed in For: 
mula lever since their incep- 
fon back in 1970, generally 
running @ two-car works effort 


Shell sponsor 
F5000 series 


The European F5000 champion- 
ship will be sponsored by Shell 
next year. This announcement 
early this week ended specula- 
tion that the series would not 
have a sponsor next year. 

‘Shell are a natural replacement 
for Rothmans having backed a 
number of cars and drivers in the 
Formula during the past couple 


of years, 
‘The races in the Shellsport 
F5000 European championship 


next year will be: March 15/16, 
Brands Hatch; March 28, Oulton 


Park; March 31, Brands Hatch: 
Apri 12/13, ‘Silverstone; April 
27, Zolder; May 4, Silverstone; 
May 19, "Zandvoort: May 26, 


Thruxton; June 15, Jylandsring: 
June 22, Casale; June 29, Monza: 
July 27, Snetterton; August 10, 
Mallory’ Park; August 17, Thrux: 
ton; August 25, Brands’ Hatch: 
September 7, Oulton Park: Sep- 
tember 21, somewhere in Europe: 
October 5,’ Snetterton: October 12, 
Mallory Park; October 19, Brands 
Hatch 

Points will again be scored on 
a 20, 15, 12... 1 basis for the 
first ten places with double points 
for the last round. 

The championship will be de- 
cided on the total number of 
events less four. For example if 
the full 20 races are run, then 16 
will count. If there are only 19 
events then 15 scores will be 
taken into consideration. 


UK’s two F2 
title races 


‘Among the dates for 1975 in the 
latest FIA bulletin is a confirmed 
Championship Formula Two race 
at Silverstone for the weekend 
of August 30/31 

Robert Fearnail said on Mon. 
day that Silverstone had 
definitely applied for a cham. 
pionship race for this weekend 
bur full details of this and the 
other major Internationals will be 
announced at a later stage. The 
‘meeting will be organised by the 
BRDC and will feature a full 
programme of supporting races. 

‘This is indeed excellent news 
fas it now means that Britain will 
have two F2 championship races 
next year, after having had none 
this year At the recent BARC 
Dinner Dance it was announced 


that Thruxton would run their 
traditional Easter meeting 
whether they get a sponsor or 
noe 

jilverstone were _ originally 


granted a non-championship date 
Which was encouraging but a 
championship round on top of 
their already established Inter- 
national Trophy and John Player 
Grand Prix dates, makes the pro- 
gramme at the Northampton cir- 
cuit next year about the best in 
its history. 

Incidentally the original F2 
ampionship opening round at 
Estoril has been cancelled so the 
Thruxton meeting will be the 
championstip opener. 


F3 tribunal 


The RAC started their inquiry 
inzo the legatity of Jose Chateau: 
briand's Holbay Pinto Formula 
3. engine last Thursday follow: 
ing the discovery a few weeks 
earlier of certain parts that were 
thought to be suspect 

The folicwing day, Les Need- 
ham of the RAC telephoned us 
with ‘this statement: “The Tri 
bunal finds that following the 
sealing of the engine and. dia. 
phragm unit of competiter No 3 
(entrant March Engineering at 
Brands Hatch on October 13), 
the evidence submitted has been 
very complex and in view. of 
the extremely technical nature of 
the additional evidence  submi 
ted by Holbay Engineering, only 
this “afternoon; and. the far 
reaching effects of a decision, in- 
struct the Motor Sport Division 


edited by Chris Witty 


adjourned 


arrange a further investigation 
the diaphragm unit under run- 
ning conditicns, and the results 
to be reporied back to the Trie 


It is the Tribunal's recom- 
in that the test be taken 
a: Farnborough if possible, and 


facilities granted "by Holbay 
Engineering and March Engineer 
ing Lid to be present with a 
member of the RAC Meter Sport 
Divisicn saff, The Tribunal. is 
therefore adjourned until further 


John Read, managing director 
of Holbay Racing Engines, has 
gone to great lengths to try to 
help out with the problem, hav. 
ing sent us a complete break 


down of the “di 
air/fuel ratio 
the engine 


Takahara’s 


Returning to his native Japan 
following his European Formula 
2 Season with his Roy Kennedy. 
fun March 742-BMW, Masami 
Kuwashima came close to winning 
his country's Japanese Grand Prix 
at the twisty Suzuka circuit near 
Osaka on November 3. However, 
Masami had to concede defeat by 


35 to Noritake Takahara 
similar car at the end of the 
25-lap race. 


Noritake Takahara — winner. 


The race was held under 
Japanese F2 regulations and ten 
drivers took part. Pole positon 
was taken by Datsun works driver 
Masahiro Hasemi in his privately 
en-ered March 742-BMW at 1 m 
58.6 5, a new unofficial record for 
the 3.73 mile circuit. Accompany 
ing kim on the front row was the 
similar car of Takahara who was 
05 s slower. Takahara will be 
remembered in Europe for his 
one-off drive in a works Fl March 
atthe Silverstone International 
Trophy last April and a. similar 
one-off deal in a works GRD 273 
at Estoril Jate last year. 

Running on Bridgestone tyres 
rather than his cuscomary Fire 
Stones and still with his British 
crew, Kuwashima was 0.2 5 
slower but found himself on the 
second rank along with Masubishi 


Japan GP 


works driver Kuniomi Nagamatsu 
In his Mitsublshi-powered March 
742. "He recorded 2m 00.6 8 
which “bodes well for tha 
Particular engine 

Kuwashima made an atrocious 
start from the second row and as 
the field arrived at the first cor: 
ner, he lay fifth behind Hasem 


Takahara, Nagamatsu, ani 
Kazuyoshi Hoshino (Surtees TS15- 
Hart), 

Then on lap 5, Nagamatou's 


Mitsubiehi engine ‘blew its head 
gasket and was forced to retire 


While ex-works Honda. driver 
Fukumi Kotake spun his March 
732-BMW down {0 seventh place 
on iap 

Meanwhile Kuwashima was 
making progress and following 
a spin by Hoshino on lap 10, 
Masami now lay 3rd. It would 
probably have stayed that way 


for Hasemi was well out in front 
having led all the way and looked 
to have the race in the bag, But 
then on lap 21, with a 9 3 lead 
and. just four’ taps t0 go, his 
engine blew up in a cloud of 
flame and he was out, Thus 
Takahara inherited the lead and 
Masami made bis late bid, pulling 
the gap down to 3.5 s at the 
finish and setting fastest lap and 
a new record in the process, Dut 
to no avail 


‘© Chuck Jones, who entered and 


ran a F500 ‘Lola for Graham 
McRae and latterly Al Unser in 
the American F5000 series this 
year, has expressed interest in 
taking part inthe forthcoming 
Tasman series by runming a car 
for Unser, 
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Pit and Paddock 


Dates for US F5000 


Del Owens, PR Director of the 
SCCA in America informed our 
‘American correspondent Gordon 
Kirby that they have issued a 
st of provisional dates for next 
season's all-important American 
F5000 championship, Seven dates 
have been confirmed and, at the 
moment, two other clubs and 
circuits have requested dates to 
stage races. Pocono are known to 
have paid their sanction fee and 


fare just waiting for the SCCA 
to get approval from the FIA 
before announcing it. The Grand 
Prix Association of the City of 


Long Beach have also requested a 
date for a F5000 tace, they being 
the club who hope to hold an FI 
race around the streets of Long 


Beach in 1976, 

‘Owens said that they were 
currently talking to five other 
Toad ‘courses who had inquired 
about running races, two of these 
Were reckoned to be Road 


Atlantic and. Donnybrooke. 
‘Cameron Argetsinger, a staunch 


supporter of CamAm, has actually 
admitted to an F5000 series 
totalling a dozen races in 1975, 
oF possibly 14. 

The news about CanAm_ was 
rather more serious as the SCCA 
have asked all potental competi 
tors in CanAm next year to send 
them telegrams expressing their 
desire to contest a series next 
year. However, by last Friday, the 
SCCA hadn't received any replies 
from Europe or America and the 
final ciosing date would be this 


Friday. If they don® receive any 
replies, then Owens didn't know 
what they'd do although it looked 


likely that “we'd probably forget 
about the whole thing.” 
One final note was the decision 


to run a common-block USAC 
and SCCA formula In 1976, taking 
in between 12 to 15 races on 
both road and oval courses fo: 


large purses. The 1975 Canadian 
and American F500 dates are 


FF tyre problems 


At a poorly attended mesting of 
Formula Ford drivers at Snetter- 
ton on Sunday, it was decided to 


ask the RAC to, in turn, ask Fire 
Stone if they had enough Fire- 
sto last through 

delay, effectively 


any change 
Other road. tyres. 
Less than 50 per cent of the 


racing or any 


drivers present at the track 
attended the meeting, desp te an 
invitation from. its’ instigator, 


Tany Pollock. The obvious points 
2 come out of the mee?ng were 
hat everything should be done 

keep costs down, and by a 
aarrow' margin, was decided 


to stay on road tyres, at least for 
1975 
If the Torino is unavailable for 


1975, then the RAC are requested 
ask Interested manufacture: 
to recommend one tyre from thelr 


range, and they should make 
available details of cost of the 
tyre and availability. Following 
track tests to confirm perform: 
ance, wear and safety aspects, 
the RAC should select the most 
appropriate tyre for exclusive 


use for 1975, At the same time, it 
was revealed that both Avon and 
Dunlop have already carried out 
a certain amount of FF tyre 
testing 

If the choice of one 
neither practical nor 
acceptable, it was unanimously 
agreed that the RAC should 
nominate only those tyres sub- 
mitted by the manufacturers, pre- 
ferably one tyre per manu: 
facturer. 

For 1976, it was agreed, how- 
ever, that the RAC should discuss 
with’ manufacturers comoarative 
cost and performance implications 
of a one make racing tyre for 
1976, again on a long term basi 
Already Goodyear have intimated 
that they could make their Rally 
Special, a racing tyre, available 
in large quantities, although not 
before 1976, but’ Dunlop have 
suggested that they might be able 
to produce a racing tyre for 1975. 
But now, the matter Is in tho 
hands of the RAC, who were 
represented at the’ meeting by 
Peter Browning. 


tyre is 
politically 


March Engineering have an 
nounced their entire production 
range for 1975. There are five 
cars in all, of which shown here 
Gre the new Toyota-powered Fa 
(top left), the ultraslow  2-litre 
sports car (left), and the latest 
BMW powered F2 car (above), 
which ‘features a brand new 
monocoque, new suspension and 
many other novelties 


© Following the win of the 
Datsun Super Samuri in its Blue 
Circle Modified sports car class 
(the first championship class win 
by a Datsun outside the USA and 
Japan incidentally), the Samuri 
Motor Company have announced 
ambitious plans for 1975. They 
hope to take the 240Z to the 
continent for European GT cham- 
pionship races, and it's intended 
to race a 2602 2 plus 2 in Group 
1 championship events if the car 
is homologated. 


AUTOSPORT NOVEMBER 14, 1974 


© Mike Tyrrell, the Antiguan 
racing driver who's been contest 
ing this year's British F3 races 
with his March, is returning to 
his home country “ after a rather 
disappointing season to look for 
some money." Providing the 
necessary finance is forthcoming, 
Mike hopes to return in January 
and has been having talks with 
former Rondel and Token designer 
Ray Jessop about the possibilities 
of running one of his new cars 
for next year. 


‘@ The Canadian Formula Ford 
driver, Luke de Sadeleer, who 
won ‘the Mosport Driver to 


Europe award, is thinking of con- 


testing the local Players-backed 
Formula Atlantic series next 
year rather than come over to 


Europe. It is thought that Danny 


Burritt, who won the award in 
1973, ‘will receive the money 
($7,500) instead, which would 


therefore assist his efforts over 


here in his Dulon. 


Gulf to 
pull out? 


Gulf are due to make an 
announcement in the near future 
regarding their continued parti. 
cipation in the World Sports Car 
championship and all indications 
point’ to thelr withdrawal, The 
decision is due to be taken on 
the team’s return from Kyalamt 
and general thinking Is that they 


will “contest only one or two 
races next season with one car 
possibly powered by an Alfa 
Romeo’ engine. 


This will of course mean the 
virtual end of the sports car 
championship as it is at the 
moment. Matra have pulled out, 
Ferrari have expressed interest 
but nothing more, Alfa Romeo 
and Porsche have pulled out. So 
at the moment it would seem 
that Alpine are the only con- 
structors thinking of the proto- 
type class for 1975. 


Bobby Unser’s 
F5000 Eagle 


Following his brilliant showing 
in Dan Gurney's USAC Eagle in 
the final F5000 race at Riverside, 
it looks as if this year's USAC 
champion Bobby Unser will find 
himself with a permanent ride 
in F5000 next year 

Gurney has expressed interest 
in putting Unser into one of his 
works cars but is yet undecided 
as to who will drive the second, 
He would like to have James 


Hunt but the Englishman looks 
to be too heavily committed, 
3 


MOTOR RACING CALENDAR 1975 


13 ACTION PICTURES 

in FULL COLOUR 

featuring STEWART, FITTIPALDI and other leading 
drivers 

‘on the world’s GRAND PRIX CIRCUITS 

layout of each circuit on reverse 

size 12” x 17" 

can be overprinted with company advertising 


Make sure of your copy by sending £1.30, incl. p&p. (overseas 
extra) to: Impact Calendars, 46 Gourock Road, London SE9 


Name 


1 enctove for copies 


SUPER NOVA CARS LTD. 


FALLEND WORKS 


DAUX_ ROAD, BILLINGSHURST 
TEL: BILLINGSHURST 2767 


OFFER FOR SALE 
offer for sale 
these works maintained cars 


Ex John Morrison. § wins. Lap records at Silver 
heim, and others too ni 


Seven races only. Many good 
places. 


Also HEIDIGGER ENGINES 
and F5000 project, near completion 


MOTOR SPORTING FILM SHOW 


7 pm, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 


Commonwealth Institute Cinema, 
Kensington High Street, London W8 
Three-hour programme, with licensed bar, display of 


1974 Club Racing photographs, free off-street parking, 
programme draw. All for only 50p. Tickets from 


D. Bradley, 16 Woodstock Road, Witney, Oxon. 
2285 


THAN YOU THINK! 


‘Tremendous offers for 


IT’S LESS 


Fordpower enthusiasts, from Blakes of Liverpool: 


MEXICOS RS 2000's RS 1600's 


—a . he 


MOHN REID & SONS (STRUCSTEEL) LTD 
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Motor's editor, Roger Bell, i 
plied in a track test of ‘Andy 
Rouse’s Broadspeed Triumph 
Dolomite last week that there 
would be some new faces in 
Ralph Broad’s team next yeai 
Quite what he meant, no 
one at BL is prepared to 
commit themselves, but it 
Jooks likely that Beil, who has 
driven for the Chrysler Dealer 
‘Team this year alongside Bernard 
Unett, will find himself in a 


Broadspeed-prepared car. 
Presumably this would put 
Tony Dron, the current team-mate 


to Andy Rouse, out of a drive 
and when we ‘questioned Dron 
about this he said: “I'm totally 


Confused about the whole thing 
T haven't a clue what's going on 
at all.” "Unfortunately Ralph 
Broad was unavailable for com: 
ment, on Tuesday morning, as he 
‘was up at Oulton Park testing. 

‘Another story concerning 
Broad and next season is the 
split by Toyota from John Markey 
and Arian Developments. It is 
known that Toyota have 
approached Broad with a view to 
him running a pair of their 
Cetica GTs in next Year's national 
touring car series 

‘As British Leyland have yee to 
commit themselves as to whether 
they will compete in racing next 


1975 G1 activity 


Y) 


r Bell—which team? 


it seems only logical that 
Broad is sensibly covering himself 


in case BL bow out. As one pro- 
minent Group 1 team manager 
fold us on Tuesday: “It all de- 
pends on money and at the 


moment it's one helluva sweat to 
try and convince those on top 
to fork it out. We'll just have 
to wait and see.” 

Pinally, it looks likely that the 
RAC will freeze homologation of 
parts for Gl cars as from last 
Setober I. If this happens, as is 
thought, then no extra additions 
may be’ added to the cars at all 
next year. Hence no homologa- 
tion specials mid-way through the 


Canadian FA dates 


Following the success of the 
IMSA organised Camel sponsored 
GT series, the good news is that 
the series will continue next year 
with even more races and is 


Sure to attract. a number of 
healthy cars from both sides of 
the Atlantic, It is known that 
BMW are anxious to compete 
while several” of the leading 
American teams are hoping to 
field. Chevrolet Monzas against 


the Porsche Carreras and so forth. 
The rounds are 


Also announced are the pro: 
visional dates for the Canadian 
Players’ Atlantic series which 
went so well this year. We also 
rear that besides these dates, 
Doug Shierson, (who ran Peter 


Gethin's Chevron in the American 


F5000 series last’ year), is 
currently trying to organise a 5. 
race series centred around the 


north-east part of the States tak: 
Ing in events at Waterford Hills 
and Watkins Glen. There is also 
the possibility of a Canad‘an 
Atantic race at Newfoundland, 
although no date has been con- 
firmed as yet. The qualifying 
rounds are 


Hawke showed off 


last weekend which has been 
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their new Formula 
developed by 


Ford 2000 car at Snetterton 
Roy Klomfass. 


Keijo Rosberg hits the front of a Super Ve 
he won't be driving for McKechnie in F5000 next year, 


sponsorship, 


Rosherg : 


Following his imprestive test 
in the Alan McKechnie F5000 Lola 
7332, flying Finn Keijo Rosberg 
returned to. Finland a little dis- 
enchanted. He has informed us 
that although he talked to March 
who were “possibly interested to 
have me running in one of thei 
works cars in Formula 3 in 1975" 
Dut the proposed test never came 
off and “so 1 was a littie bit dis 
appointed. 


24 F3 dates 
for Europe 


Good news for those thinking 
of competing in Formula 3 next 
year is plans by Goodyear to 
Produce and develop F3 tyres 
alongside their existing commit 
ment to Fl, F2 and 2-Iire sports 


‘Along with this, the latest FIA 
bulletin has listed an impressive 
calendar for any aspiring F3 
team cr drivers who are thinking 
Of spending most of the season 
fon the continent. The dates are 


not quitting” 


Graham Hill is not going to quit 
FI before next season. He made 
it perfectly clear last week that 
he would continue in. the 
Embassy Hill Lola Team for next 

‘At a meeting at the Team's 
workshops last week Guy 
Edwards was formally told that 
Rolf Stommelen would be the 
other driver. 


pack. Owing to la 


of 


no drive 


Rosberg was extremely grat 
ful for the opportunity of trying 
the F5000 Lola and "1 was feel- 
ing really great with the car, 
especially’ after having heard the 
times I had done, but unfortun- 
ately I'm afraid that this drive 
won't be true for me next year 
because of lack of enough spon. 
sorship. It seems obvious that I'm 
forced to make a ‘last try’ to 
et up from SuperVee next year 


Perkins bros. 
progressing 


Europe is about to be landed 
with another Perkins. Terry 
Perkins will soon be joining his 


brother Larry Perkins and many 
other Australian’ drivers in 
Britain and on the continent try- 
ing to break into” big. time 
motor racing. 

Terry is the winner of this 
year's Driver to Europe series, 
the award which sent Larry on 
his “way two years ago, and 
would you" believe that. Terry 
used the very same _ Elfin 


Formula Ford to win the prige ? 

Just in case you think that's 
the end “of It, Peter Perkins will 
be going for the prize next year 
while Gary Perkins is still play- 
ing around in Formula Vee wait- 
ing for the move up to FF, In a 
couple of years they may be able 
to have a family reunion at 
Brands! 


© while Barri 
testing | his Mathwall-prepared 
works Mazda RX3.at Snetterton 
last week, and getting under his 
pole time’ from the last meeting 
“in my shirt and trousers," Jock 
Robertson, of production saloon 
Magnum fame, was also trying 
the car, with a’ view to buying It 


© There will be an Atlantic race 
at Mexico City on December 7, 
entitled the Grand Prix of Mexico 
Predictably, Fred Opert has a lot 
to do with the organisation, 


Williams was 


@ Rupert Keegan has bought the 
ex-Henton works March 743. with 

ich to race in Formula 3 races 
next year under his father's BAF 
banner, 


CARRYING CAPACITY OF A VAN! 


Luxury of an executive saloon! 


Plus 
towbar and ail electrics 


PEUGEOT 504 ESTATE, One owner, 1973. Gold/tan interior. Immaculase 
condition. All aust extras, e888 
“Tei : 01-636 3600 Ext 20 daytime or Epaom 26808 evenings 


Race and rally car preparation—prototypes designed and 
constructed, chassis and monocoque repairs, aerodynamic 
aids designed and constructed, suspensions modified and 
Setup, dual braking systems ‘fitted, alloy (oll or petrol) 
tanks made to order. Agents for Aleybars. 


Engine tuning and rebuilding for rood and competition— 
Superformance'®) cylinder heads supplied and fitted, 


High performance road or specialised cars supplied, serviced 
and maintained 


Glassfibre body panels repaired, new body panels fabricated 
In alloy or glass fibre. 


ANDREASON RACING 
& TUNING LIMITED 


Derby Rood, Eastleigh, Hants. Tel: Eastleigh 2445 


VAN DIEMEN RF75 F.F. 


Apart from being an ultra-competitive car 
we believe in after-sales service, and offer the 
following services : 


Exchange chassis, 
rebuild, 4-day rebuild, going to the circuits. 
Parts always readily available on the shelf 
Immediate tracking service. 


which means _ instant 


For details contact : 
Ralph Firmin, 
VAN DIEMEN INTERNATIONAL 
Chalk Road, 

Snetterton, 

Norfolk. 


Tel: Quidenham 270. 


MOTOR RACING 
THRUXTON 


(on A303, 5 miles west of Andover) 
Practice : 


9 am. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 


First race: 1 p.m. 


THE 
WELLA 
TROPHY 
MEETING 
featuring 
ox THE WELLA HAIR CARE TROPHY 


for Formula Atlantics 


oe THE WELLA FOR MEN TROPHY 


for Formula Fords 


oe THE WELLA LIFETEX TROPHY 


for Mod Sports 


x THE WELLA COLOUR CONFIDENCE TROPHY 


for Super Saloons 


LUCKY PROGRAMME DRAW 
ADMISSION : Adults £1, children 50p 
(includes enclosures, paddock, grandstands) 
CAR PARKING FREE 


The organisers reserve the right to amend, 
cancel or postpone the meeting or races 
without giving prior notice. 


A BARC PROMOTION 
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Pit and Paddock 


BL’s Goodwood testing 


At a special open day at Good- 
Wood last’ week where British 
Leyland were allowing some jour- 
nalists to try out Andy Rouse’s 
Broadspeed Triumph Dolomite and 
the similar Bill Shaw car of John 
Hine in recognition of their 
winning the Manufacturer's Prize 
in the RAC Touring Car Cham- 
Pionship, Ralph Broad allowed a 
Spectating John Morrison to have 
4 whirl. in’ Rouse's car. The 
former British SuperVee cham: 
pion was amazed at “just how 


brutal you have to be with these 
cars" but really enjoyed the ex- 
perience. “I was really surprised 
with the power of these cars. It 
Certainly ‘opened my eyes,” ex- 
plained Morrison who then be 
€ame involved in a conversation 
with Broad about the possibility 
Of the engine wizard developing 
SuperVee engines once again next 
year. Broad prepared Morrison's 
engines two year ago but since 
then. the Supernova driver has 
run Heidegger's 


‘Richest ever’’ FF race 


Billed as the richest _ ever 
Formula Ford race, the first cf a 
two race series took place at the 
La Chinta International Raceway, 
Maracaibo, Venezuela last Sun- 
day. 

European interest in the race 
was centred around the wo Fred 
Opertentered Titans of Derek 
Lawrence and Patrick Neve 
However the race was won by 
the local FF champion Bobby 
Dennett driving a Titan Mk 6. 


Canadian Atlantic champion Bill 
Brack was second in a new Titan 
Mk 9 and Freddy van Buuren, the 
Mexican FF king took fourth in 
@ Lola T340. US SuperVee ace 
Howdy Holmes was fifth in a 
new Titan while Derek Lawrence 
took sixth In a similar car, hav. 
Ing made a pit stop to remove 
‘grass from the engine. Neve was 
Seventh in a Titan Mk 6 

‘The second race takes place 
this Saturday 


Goodyear’s Indy radials 


At a very well represented BARC 
Surrey Centre forum last week 
where Denny Hulme was guest 
of honour, the former world 
champion," who retired — from. 
active moter racing a couple of 
Weeks ago, had some very inter: 
esting things to say, particularly 
about tyres. “We'd beer wach 
cut" he sald, “because Grand 
Prix racing is fourth on Good- 
year's Lt In America bebind Indy, 
NASCAR and drag racing. So 
we'd better not rock the boat 
otherwise we'll lose them as 
well.” He also brought up an 
Interesting point regarding radial 
tyres saying that at Indy “where 
Goodyear have a virtual mono- 
poly, all the runners have been 
recently using radially construc- 
ted tyres which, although 


CATCHPOLE 


f BLWETITS BOOBY ? 


© Aviatoort 1974 
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‘about 8 mph down at the 
moment, will be back on par 
the crossplies come next 


was obvious from what he 
said that, in future, the tyre com- 
panies will start to concentrate 
solely on radial tyres and aban- 
don the cross-ply, from which 
our current racing tyre is de- 
rived. Firestone’s recent state. 
ment regarding their withdrawal 
from movor sport underlines chis 
proposal. 


Among those present were 


Mike Wilds, David Morgan, 
Chris Craft,” Barrie Williams, 
Tony Lanfranchi, Richard Mor: 


gan, Peter Wardle, Keith Greene, 
Chris Belton of the RAC and Bob 
Evans 


Briefly .... 


@ A strong team in Northern 
Modsports racing next year will 
be the Smiths Metals backed ex- 
VRM Elan and Clan Crusader of 
Andy Smith and Kenny Gray. 


© The BRSCC (Northern) Centre 
will "present the prizes and 
trophies for their various northern 
championships at their annual 
Buffet Dance at the Cair Hotel, 
Harrogate, on November 30. The 
Northern Centre Film Show will 
be the following week, December 
7, at the Headrow Odeon, Leeds, 
ai midnight. Tel: Leeds 458659 
for details of tickets. 


@A certain leading Interserie 
runner who happens to have po: 
Sessed two Porsche  917-10K 
turbos at some stage this year 
Js, according to a very reliable 
source, wanted by Interpol in 
connection with drugs smuggling. 


© Following the RAC sealing Rex 
Greensiade’s Gl Vauxhall Mag- 
num after the Brands Triplex race 
Inst’ week, a relieved Rex i 
formed us on Monday that the 
car was passed as “legal.” 


‘© Former Brabham designer Ray 
Jessop is currently working on 
Producing a brand new Formula 
3 car for next year. He is cur- 
working on the prototype 
at the Token workshops 
ready been seen payi 
tention to F3 cars 
Guring their recent races. 


©The BRSCC held their annual 
Midnight Film Show 

pire, Lei 

Unfortunat 
gramme was something of a dis- 
appointment and certal 

a’ par wath previous years. 


Friday. 


© Goodyear are having a sale of 
new and used racing tyres at 
their Watford depot on Saturday, 
November 23. Prices will range 
from £15 ¢o £40 and apparently 
there will be many bargains to 
be had. 


© Not altogether unexpected news 
is that Dave Morgan will be 
iriving the works Formula Atlan- 
tic Chevron at Thruxton this 


THRUXTON 


The final big race meeting of the 
year in Britain takes place at 
Thruxton this Saturday” in the 
form of the made-for-TV Wella 
Trophy meeting. Not unnaturally 
there is a high class entry for 
the four races. 

‘The main event is a 15 lap 
non-championship Wella Hair 
Care Formula Atlantic race. 
‘Among the names entered are 
championship winners Jim Craw- 
ford and John Nicholson and 
leading runners Alan Jones, Dave 
Morgan, Ray Mallock, Geoff Fris- 
well, Richard Scott, ‘Ted Wentz 
and ‘Matt Spitzley. 

‘The Super Saloon _race 
promises to be really exciting 
with 30. cars entered. Among, 
these are John Turner's Skoda, 
tan Richardson's Corvair, Mick 
Hill's Capri, Gerry Marshall's 
Firenza, Nick Whiting’s Escort 
and. Alec Poole's Datsun. 

‘The Formula Ford race has 72 
entries with all the leading names 
entered. These include Richard 
Morgan, Frank Hopper, Tiff 
Needell, Tim Brise. Rupert 
Keegan, and Jeremy Rossiter. 

In the Modsporis race some 
good racing can be expected from 
Guy Beddington, John Burbidge, 
John Pearson, Robin Grw. Nick 
Faure. Alan Broad, Win Percy, 
Jon Fietcher, Richard Jenvey and 
Bob Jarvis, 

The racing starts at 1.15 pm 
‘and if you cannot get there check 
the Radio Times for the times of 
transmissions on BBC Grand- 
stand. 


BRANDS HATCH 


The second of the Brands Hatch 
winter clubbies is organised. by 
the Sevenoaks and DMC. this 
Sunday. 

The feature race is a 15 lap 
libre race sponsored by Courage 
Breweries. Entries here include 
the Brabhams of Evan Clements, 
Philp Guerola and John 
Hardesty, Malcom = Clube's 
McLaren MIC and at least wo 
new Formula Super Fords. 

‘Other events cater for special 
saloons, FFs, modsports and Mini 
Sevens. 

Racing starts at 


1.30. pm. 


By Barry Foley 


CHRIS MASON 
Chris Mason was for some years our man at 
Croft and in the north. Chris came south to 
lecture at Sussex University last year, and 
this season has covered various club meetings 
for Avrosrort at Brands Hatch, Mallory Parle 
‘and Thruxton 


Aurosrort does not normally cover Stock 
Car racing and its associated categories of 
short circuit “contact racing,” but our more 
conscientious readers may remember that 1 
Wrote a Purely Personal largely on this type 

following a visit to 


of dicing back in June, 
the Rochester MC-oF 
Festival of Speed at Brands Hatch. 
fairly ‘trenchant in my criticisms of such 
goings on, and my comments were taken up 
fat some length by Grid, the Banger, Anglia 
‘and Mini-Rod magazine, which felt that my 
‘sincerely held convictions were unjust. To cut 
the story short T was challenged by the Editor 
of that magazine, Brian Steed to come and 
race a Minl-Rod at one of the Promotasport 
Raceway International meetings at my con- 
venience. I accepted! 

Back in June I wrote: 1 departed 
from the fray feaving the cognoscent! baying 
for more, and drove home quite depressed 
‘and ‘saddened that such an. exhibition of 
wanton destruction could) masquerade as 
motor sport.” 

‘Bearing in mind these initial impressions 
1 was feeling fairly apprehensive when 1 
arrived at Lydden on October 27th. Even if 
the "lads" didn't lynch me before 1 ever 
clambered into a Mini-Rod all might not be 
‘well, T was painfully aware of the words of 
@ charming young lady of my acquaintance 
who had attended several Stock Car and 
Banger meetings: “you must be very brave 
or very stupid!” 

‘The Editor's Inughing request to ring him 
up after the meeting to tell him T was still 
‘live didn't help either! 

T needn't have worried on the lynching issue 
at least. Everybody was very friendly and 
helpful, and the organisers really made quite 
a'thing of my début in the programme. Brian 
Steed had arranged for me to race a Mini: 
Rod owned and normally driven by Romford 
driver Brian Lesver. A Mini-Rod ? This cate- 
gory is for Minis with engines tuned to what 
Toughly approximates to Mini-Seven spec. The 
shells are gutted of all unnecessary imped 
ments (ncluding, of course, all windows, 
Windscreen etc). Safety is well provided for 
‘The doors and the driver's seat are securely 
welded into place, there {s a substantial roll- 


over bar, and battery and fuel tank are 
mounted inside the car, the former in a poly- 
thene cover. In the case of “my" car which 


is sponsored by St George's Taverns, Brian 
Lester had ingeniously made the most of the 
Minibin's inherent strength—but I'm not 
giving Brian's trade secrets away. The cost ? 
Brian's car had cost about £100, plus many, 
many man hours. I was assured that while 
this car was a quick one (a fact which T 
later verified for myself) some people were 
spending anything from €300 upwards on their 
cars, A lot of this goes on a good engine 
but I understand that it is quite possible to 
spend £1,000 in a season, which substantiates 
my preconception that this is _ not 
all that cheap a sport. However, prize 
money is quite good and you don't pay entry 


fees. Banger Racing, the real bargain basement 
category, is normally much cheaper but Mini- 


Rod drivers find the Bangers too basic 
altogether. Brian enjoys his racing (he is a 
Teading competitor in Mini-Rods) but freely 
admits that he changed to this sport from 
Autocrossing some six years ago purely on 
the grounds of cost. Even so he is anxious 
about the sums of money now being spent on 
Mini-Rods. 

Since there is no practising for this kind 
of racing I was only able to try the car round 
the Paddock before going out to do battle. 
T soon found chat the best way of entry and 
exit from the little beast was through the 
hole formerly occupied by the windscreen. 
Once installed and tentatively under way T 


the quickest way around with a clear track 
ahead of me as I slid round the ricky bend 
Teading onto the Canterbury Straight. Sud- 
denly, thwack!! Twas propelled into a 
‘sudden spin and came to rest on the inside of 
the bend with the front of the car perched 
on a course marker. Alas, the engine stalled 
and refused to fire up again (an electrical 
connection had come adrift), and as T 
irritatedly thumbed the starter there was a 
marshal indicating that it might be a good 
idea for my wellbeing if I abandoned ship. 
‘All was soon sorted out and before I went 
out again for the Scottish Services Trophy 
Race I was regaled with the information that 
Brian had gone nine races before he actually 
finished a Mini-Rod race with his car in one 


had a pleasant’ surprise. Although the car 


piece! Then again 1 thought of the chap in 
my race who Was on his eleventh bodyshell 


Jooked rough there was plenty of poke in 
the Hele 850 motor, and the steering and 


of the season! “Enjoy yourself, and don't 


Worry about the car,” quoth Brian. I'm glad 


Suspension felt nice ‘and taut. Mechanicall 


he said that!! This time the pace lap seemed 


fc was excellent for a £100 racer. The only 


Tess endless but I was eager to be away. 1 


rather disconcerting features were the mini- 
mal presence of brakes (""I don’ like the idea 


slotted in behind four or five other dicers 


of the brakes binding, and anyway you don't 


and really began to appreciate that my car 


feally med. them"), and the absence of 


is flattering my driving, Then after a few 


instruments (not even a rev-counter), and 


aps, just as T was setting things up coming 


mirrors I thought that the latter were really 


down the Dover Slope—it happened again! 


essential én this game where it seems essen: 


I received a hefty nudge which sent me spin- 


tial to know where your “friends” are, Any. 


ning off onto the grass like a high speed top. 


way, after this slight acclimatisation 1 was 


‘This ‘time I had the gumption to 


strapped in and despatched round to the mar. 


keep the engine running, I jammed 


halling area prior to the start of the Prim: 


it into” gear and shot off to rejoin 


fose Windscreen Challenge Trophy. By th 


the battle “with my blood really up. 


time T was feeling less than totally calm 


‘As I came round onto the Canterbury 


Straight (my favourite bend!) the sun, which 


had by now put in another appearance, was 


in ‘my eyes. When. visibilfty returned 1 found 


that the plece of road/grass which T wished 


to occupy was already reserved by two gentle- 


men having a fairly comprehensive accident. 


Thad nothing effective in the way of brakes 


but I did have ideas about merely clipping 


the “parked” cars. One of my fellow com: 


petitors put paid to that idea by giving me @ 


helping nudge which ensured that I T-boned 


the stationary machinery good and_ proper. 


The ‘impact spun me round but 1 still had 


jeas about rejoining the fray. This guy never 


samns_sense! However, I looked up to 


another car heading for me head on at a 


great rate of knots. Bad, bad news! The 


Fesulting impact gave the front of my car a 


ery sad aspect, and my system a fair jolt 


‘At this point I decided that it was time to 


‘effect my exit before someone else added to 


‘the severe local traffic congestion, After dutt- 


Formula One Stock Cars have a difference of 
opinion aver direction. 


1 viewed the large crowd surrounding the 
course, who were no doubt being told what 
@ nasty fellow I was! 

‘The circuit used starts on the link joining 
the Dover Slope with the Canterbury Straight, 
and follows the racing cireult up Pilgrims, 
found Chessons Drift and back down the 
Dover Slope before turning right on ¢o the 
link again. Since the short-circuit boys insist 
on lining up the grid with the star men at 
the back for the rolling start 1 found myself 
in the front row with 35-40 snorting Minis 
Tined up behind me as we edged our way 
round what seemed a never-ending pace lap. 
By this time it was raining and the track was 
getting quite slick. Rain doesn't affect things 
too much though as everyone is on road 
tyres, inflated to around 50 psi. At last the 
pace car darted away, the green flag waved 
fand we were off. Once under way I was re~ 
‘commended to stay in third gear unless what 
were euphemistically referred to as “inci- 
dents" intervened. Actually, I think most 
people were told to be nice to me in this my 
first Mini-Rod dice, as I was able to stay in 
front to lead the first couple of laps. 1 had 
fan impression of the whole field bunched 
behind me ready for a concerted charge, but 

friend assured me afterwards that the pack 
was stringing out in the normal way. After 
‘wo laps T was just settling down to finding 


fully switching everything off T hopped out 
and over the barrier just in time to see some: 
‘one cannon my hapless chariot about 20 
yards down the road—but at least out of the 

‘ay. 1 did thank him! The worst moment was 
focing Brian, but to my amazement he was 
completely unperturbed, After all this was 
normal! I must say though that amidst the 
carnage the meeting was run very efficiently 
indeed by the Rochester MC and Promota- 
sport, and the mess was swept up incredibly 
Quickly after each race. 

‘After everything was loaded up for home 
Brian asked me what my honest opinion of 
the racing was now. T would be hypocritical 
if 1 said that my ideas had undergone a 
fundamental change. The trouble is that all 
my purist instincts run against such racing. 
T want to beat my fellow competitors fair 
and square and find the quickest way round 
the course. How can I do this if somebody 
else comes up and boots me off the track at 
the first opportunity. Conversely, I cannot 
bring myself to perpetrate the same treatment 
fon other competitors with whom I am racing 
in close company. In short, I remain uncon- 
verted. 

Unconverted or not Iam grateful to Brians 
Steed and Lester for fixing up my drive (even 
my name was painted on the cdr specially 
for the occasion). They went to a lot of 
trouble. Despite the destructive essence of 
the sport Iam extremely sorry chat 1 wasn't 
able to hand Brian Lester his car back’ in 
‘one piece at the end of the day. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL SHELLSPORT 
DRIVERS AND TEAMS 


for yet another fantastic season 


The British Touring Car 
Championship, the RAC Hillclimb 
Championship, the STP Formula 
Ford Championship, the British 
Rally Championship, the Formula 
Vee Championship, the Kent 
Messenger Saloon Car Challenge 
just a few of the major titl 


won by ShellSPORT drivers and 
teams in 1974. 

In addition to Championship 
winners Bernard Unett, Mike 
MacDowell, Patrick Neve, Billy 
Coleman, Brian Uriwin, and John 
Homewood, memorable perform- 


Shell Super Multigrade 
-race proved. 
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ances were put up throughout the 
year by Tom Walkinshaw, Tony 
Lanfranchi, John Hine, lan‘Ashley, 
Lella Lombardi, Ray Calcutt, Nick 
Faure, Mick Hill, Robert Joubert, 
Roger Bell and the many Shell- 
SPORT drivers all over the country 
who contributed to yet another 


fantastic season with well over 200 


individual race victories in the 
UK alone. 


Shell 


To the many celebrities who 
entertained us all in the ShellSPORT 
Mexico's, to Jackie Epstein and his 
merry men who somehow managed 
to keep the cars going each weekend 
and not least to the thousands of 
spectators who came and we hope 
enjoyed the action, we say thanks 
for everything and see you all in“75. 


Gerard Larousse takes the Matra he shared with Henri Pescarolo to yet another victory, possibly the team's last in sports car 


KYALAMI 


Nine out of ten for Matra 


Story and photos by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


In what might be their last ever race, the Matra-Simca-Gitanes team scored an unchallenged 
double victory when Henri Pescarolo/Gerard Larrousse and Jean-Pierre Beltoise/Jean-Pierre 
Jarier coasted to a formation finish just 12 Inches apart as they took the chequered flag for the 
Kyalami 6 Hours race. It was thelr ninth consecutive win of the season. 

It was a text-book run but for tyre problems during the hot opening laps for the winning 
car. It rained heavily at half distance and Beltoise, unaware of his position, let Larrousse pull 
back the three lost laps of his team-mate. Jarier took the final stint and-although comfortably 
in the lead just 10 m from the end let €ateh up and take the final victory. 

Derek Bell/David Hobbs gave a brave chase, especially Bell during the wet period, but once 
again the Gulf was no match for the Matras despite an almost trouble-free run to third place, 
five laps behind. The second Gulf of Vern Schuppan/Reine Wisell was plagued with silly prob: 
Jems and failed to complete enough laps to be classified. 

‘John Lepp/Guy Tumner took fourth place and the 2-litre class win with their Chevron-BDG 
26 after the favourite 2-litre Hart-powered works car of Peter Gethin/Ian Scheckter dropped 
out early on with engine problems. 

‘A hard-fought battle between the works BMW of Ronnie Peterson/Jody Scheckter and works 
Ford of Toine Hezemans/Jochen Mass came to an abrupt end when Peterson crashed into the 
fourth placed Porsche 908/3 of last year's winners Reinhold Joest/Herbert Muller, Peterson 
being blinded by the thick spray during the worst of the rain storm. Mass went on to take 
fifth place, but Joest and Peterson were unable to continue. 

After most of the 2-litre cars had retired it was the two Porsche Carreras of Georg Loos 
Racing which took sixth and seventh spot and the Index of Performance award, Tim Schenken 
Rolf Stommelen/John Fitzpatrick all sharing the winning car. 

‘Only 40,000 spectators watched the race compared to 80,000 the previous year — before the 
fuel crisis hit South Africa 


them managed to qualify within the regulation 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


‘The Kyalami 9 Hours has traditionally been 
spors car racing's best supporced non. 
championship event for many years, but this 
year, for the first time, it had been upgraded 
to World Championship status, replacing the 
cancelled Buenos Aires as the final round of 
the 10-round series, 

Because of its championship status, plus the 
ever-present fuel crisis, the race was cut from 
nine to six hours’ duration, although it_still 
retained its “Nine Hour” title and its finish 
in the dark, this year at 8.30 pm. 

Despite the long haul and immense organisa 
tion ‘needed to get a good overseas entry, 
South’ African Motor Racing Club's Alex Blig= 
‘haut once again assembled a list of cars better 
than many of the European rounds. The only 
notable non-runner was the Martini-Turbo- 
Porsche Carrera, but this was compensated by 
a works BMW and Ford plus some interesting 
local entries — although unfortunately few of 


10 


130 per cent of the fastest three qualifying 

Heading the entry, as ever, were the pair of 
Marra 70Cs run at Brands Hatch, the Equipe 
Matra Gitanes team looking confident about 
scoring their ninth consecutive victory and 
running for the first time on South African 
soil. And perhaps—the last time in any 
country, for as yet their future still hangs 
in the balance following the shock withdrawal 
of Simea’s sponsorship, even the team man: 
ager does not know what the outcome will be. 

Despite having clinched the championship, 
and with a gloomy future ahead of them, the 
men-in-blue once again presented their usual 
highly professional front that comes with 
being the best in current long distance sports 
car. racing 

Practice was split up into one two-hour 
session on Wednesday and a longer four- 
hour session on Thursday, the extra time on 
Thursday running into the dark to allow the 


cars to be set up and qualified for the night 
portion of the race. 

The Matras had not rolled a wheel at 
Kyalami until the first official practice session, 
run under a grey sky with a strong very un- 
South African cold wind blowing. Soon the 
two blue cars were setting the pace and by 
the end. of the two-hour session they had 
set_ what were to be the pole-winning time 
of 1m 18.03 for Beltolse and 1m 18.48 for 
Larrousse in the other car. The Matra effort 
seemed almost effortless and yet these times 
were only just off the outright circuit record 
held by Dave Chariton's Lotus 72 with a time 
of 1m 17.055. 

They could have gone faster, for on the 
next day Jarier explained : "We arrived with 
the cars just like they were at Brands Hatch. 
All we had to do was adda little more wing 
and we tried some soft and hard tyros, the 
Soft tyres being the best. The gear ratios were 
wrong on Wednesday, we could only pull 
10,500 rpm at the end of the straight, and 
with the right ratios we could easily get below 
Tm 17.0." Larrousse agreed, but added : "We 
maybe have to drive 15 laps before we get one 
clear Jap to set a fast time, but with the 
time we already have it's fast enough, so Why 
bother to wear out the engine when it is not 
necessary.” They didn’t, and both pairs of 
drivers did very few laps and did not match 
their Wednesday times on Thursday. 

Hopefully, the Gulf team were going to 
provide strong opposition to the French cars, 
but once again they proved to be less of a 
challenge than they expected — everything 
went wrong. 

Both cars were damaged during the first 
day's practice, the Schuppan/Wisell model 
when Schuppan spun and damaged the water 
pump and radiator in the trip over the rough, 
While Bell was put off line by one of the local 
saloons and made a long cross-country trip 
which damaged the nose mounting and petrol 
tank. David. Hobbs chen went out for just 
six laps after Bell's car had been sorted out 
but came to an abrupt halt when a radius 
rod mounting broke at the rear caused by 
the first off-course excursion. Wisell tried a 
few more laps in the second car and shortly. 
before the end he crawled back to the pits 
with the rear wing caved in and all the sup. 
ports bent, having collapsed with the wind 
pressure. 

The next day, practice started on a damp 
track following’ heavy rain in the morning. 
and the Gulf team’s luck did not improve. 
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Bell only managed four laps before the en. 
gine blew up. “It was the biggest bang I 
ever had,” explained Derek. “I was halfway 
into a corner and the engine suddenly let go 
‘around 10,200 rpm sending the car into 
an immediate ‘spin before I knew what hap- 
pened. When I got out there were bits and 
pieces of the engine everywhere.” That was it 
for the Bell/ Hobbs car for the rest of the day, 
although Bell's Friday time of I'm 19.65 s was 
enough to secure third place on the grid 

‘Schuppan and Wisell managed a full day's 
practice in their car but neither driver was 
too happy about the way the car was per 
forming. "It’s oversteering too much and the 
engine is misfiring a bit.” said Vern who set 
the best time on Thursday, a very slow 
Im 21.94 

The team had brought along old chassis’ 01 
and 04 for this race, deciding not to bring the 
modified chassis they used at Brands Hatch 
"Basically because we found it no faster than 
the old ones and with the new car there are 
some parts which may not be reliable, so we 
decided to play safe and take what we knew 
Said team-manager John Horseman. 

‘As at Brands Hatch, the Gulf cars were 

barrassingly close to the works Chevron 
B26 powered by the new alloy Brian Hart 
2-litre engine. The car was really flying with 
f° Gethin sharing the driving with the 
ily able Ian Scheckter — the car decked 
in its usual attractive Gunston orange and 
brown livery. As at Brands, the car was run- 
ning an exira inch in the overall wheelbase 
after modifications to accomme 


the Hart 
‘engine which has proved to be both fast and 
reliable, Gethin recorded a best of 1m 22.85 
on the first day, which was good enough to 
bent the rest of the opposition and x0 they 
did not try much the second day for there 
was little point “busting a gut” to beat the 
fourth fastest Mirage. 

Inspired by his win in this event last year, 
Reinhold Joest brought both his Porsche 
908/38 to this race, each of them looking like 
new after a full end of season rebuild. Joest 
was to share with his last year's partner 
Herbert Muller while the second car was 
driven by Jurgen Barth/Helmut Bross. Joest, 
normally taking life very easy in practice, 
really got going well the firs day ‘and re: 
corded sixth best time of 1m 23.088 before 
putting the car away and awaiting the arrival 
of Muller, who did not arrive until practice 
was all over. His plane had needed a quick 
‘engine change at Windhoek on its journey 
from. Switzerland, and Muller, along. with 


Jochen Mass put in hi 
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usual powerful drive in the Cologne Capri to finish fifth 


John Lepp drove superbly in his Chevron B26 to take fourth overalt and the 2 


it was his first long distance finish 


Roland Salomon and the CSI official, all spent 
a day waiting for it to be fixed 

Salomon was the lastminuce “renta- 
driver” for the 3litre Lola-DFV 1282 of Heinz 
Schulthess who recorded the seventh best 
time of I'm 23.13 5 

The 2-litre “ customer" cars filled the next 


few places on the grid, John Lepp sharing with 
local driver Guy  Tumner and heading the 
fourth row with a best of 1m 23.77 s in thelr 
Hart BDG-powered Chevron B26. 

Richard Seott set a creditable 1m 2431 in 
his similarly powered Lola-T292 owned and 
co-driven by local driver John Abrahams who 
was considerably slower, but getting used to 
the wheel of a racing car after almost a 12 
month break 

Next up was the familiar lan Grob/John 
Hine Chevron, both drivers setting a. Im. 
24.31 8 in their familiar KVG racing Hart BDG. 
powered Chevron B23 in which they won the 
2ilitre class last. year, 

Well down the grid was the second 3-litre 
Lola DFV entered at this race for owner 
Corado Manfredini and his co-driver Giampiero 
Moretti —better known for his MoMo seer. 
ing wheels than his driving. Manfredini's best 


on Wednesday was only 1 m 25,03 s while, on 
‘Thursday, Moretti did not better 1m 39.09 
because Of a persisvent misiring problem, It 
was only his second race of the season and 
Moretti was eager to got back to a fast car. 

Twelfth quickest time was set by the Jorg 
‘Obermoser/Dave Walker ToJ SS02 which was 
running @ de-tuned Schnitzer BMW engine In 
@ bid to make it last the six hours, Walker 
Set_a 1m 25.038 on the second day after a 
routine change overnight 

‘Well down was the second Joest Porsche 
Barth doing most of the driving and setting 
a best of I'm 26.728 while Bross was looking 
very unhappy at being kept on the pit counter 

1 day. Eventually he got his chance and 
Within three laps—his first drive in the car 
“set the fastest time for the car of Im. 


up the last of the 2-litre overseas 
entries was the Tony Birchenough/Keith Hol- 
Jand Lola T292 and the similar car of Richard 
Lioyd/Mervin Tumner, The Dorset  Foods- 
backed car was in constant misfire problem: 
Birchenough blowing up his big 1950 Richard: 
son FVC engine on the first day and having 
to revert to his usual 1800 Richardson-built 
motor which was also misfiring throughout 
practice but’ would hopefully last the race, 
Their best was a 1m 27.318, only one-tenth 
faster than Lloyd in the other Lola, Lioyd’s 
partner, Mervin Tumner, was following in his 
brother Guy's footsteps after his first season 
in Formula Ford. 

Sharing the eighth row of the grid were two 
cars which looked 1 
major attractions of the race, even 
had little chance of an outright win, Thes 
were the works Ford and BMW entries driven 
by Jochen Mass/Toine Hezemans and Ronnie 
Peterson/Jody Scheckter. The locals were par- 
ticularly excited to see Scheckter racing, the 
deal having only come off a couple of days 
before practice. He was taking the place of 
Hans Stuck after a disagreement between 
BMW manager Jochen Neerpasch and his pro 
tege Stucl 

Both cars set the best times on the first 
day, Mass just half a second faster than 
Peterson, Jody still recovering from the flight, 
arriving only a few hours before practice. The 
next day the Ford runners took things easily 
while Scheckter and Peterson were working 
hard at improving their time but getting no- 
where. Neither driver could set the car up 
according to their liking—or each other's 
Wking—and they seemed to be gaining little 

‘Neerpasch explained that the reason for 
this was that the rear end of the car was too 
stiff and although during the day the team 
had found the way to go, they did not have 
the equipment or the time to do it for the race. 
“We will have to start with a compromise. 
‘This race is really a test session for us be- 


n 


The Gulfs were never really in the hunt. Here Bell, who finished third is about to be lapped by 
Larrousse who drove his Matra particularly quickly during the latter stages 


cause with so few races this year we have 
got behind with development and hope to 
Improve the car during this trip,” Neerpasch 
added, 

‘Also sharing a few laps in the works 3.5 
CSL was none other than American Sam 
Posey who was listed as a reserve driver 

Is testing the car for we may be 
running a car in the American IMSA series 
next year,” said Neerpasch. 

The best placed all-local crew was the 
Chevron-based  Ecosse-FVC of 
Berrington-Smith/Tony Martin who 
a creditable 1m 28.26 s and 18th fastest. Rolf 
Stommelen came next with the first of the 
two Loos Racing Porsche Carreras, sharing 
his car with Loos himself, while John Fitz 
patrick/Tim Schenken in the second car were 
almost 2's slower and pushed down a place by 
the locally driven Chevron B19-BDE of John 
Rowe/Meyer Botha. Another local Chevron of 
Doug Dryadale/Tim Cheales came next with a 
best of Im 31.935 heading one of the few 

|| saloon cars to qualify for the race. This 
‘engined 2.4-litre Mazda RX2 of 

Noles Nieman/Glv Giovanoni, the ex-works 
car which raced in the previous year's event 

‘The VB-powered Capri Perana of locals 
Kenny Critchfeld/Barry Flowers recorded a 
I'm 36.47 # while two more local cars just got 
on to the grid just under the 1m 43.0.5 quali 
fying bogey set by the organisers. These were 
f@ strange-looking Mazda-powered Marauder 
clubman's type car driven by Eddie Hart 
Roger Harradine which set a 1m 42.245 and 
a Cortina V6 driven by Alain Lavoipierre, 
Ronnie van Rooyen with a best of 1m 42.96 s 


RACE 


After a brief unofficial test session for most 
of the cars on Friday and another 30m on 
Saturday, all the cars that had qualified were 

ight ‘as they were ever going to be for 
the race which did not start until 2.30 pm. The 
only serious incident following official prac- 
tice came when a fire started under the works 
Capri while it was up on stands in front of 
the pits. None of the Ford men were around 
‘and, thanks to Derek Bell and Jody Scheckter, 
the car was saved when they grabbed an 
extinguisher and doused the flames. So even if 
they lost the race BMW could say that the 
Ford team owed their victory to the BMW 
team! 

It was Beltoise who made the best start, 
but Bell was also right behind, getting ahead 
of Larrousse, Ian Scheckter, Vern Schuppan 
(who had trouble getting the car rolling) and 
Joest who had Schulthess and Scott snapping. 
at his heels. During the opening hour, both the 
Weather and the pace of the race was hot 
Beltoise pulled ahead while Larrousse fought 
to get by Bell for second place. Bell was in 
trouble soon after the start, for the rear tyres 
Were getting too hot and the car was notice 
ably getting more and more slippery on the 
road. After a desperate effort to stay ahead, 
Larrousse slipped by under braking for the 
tight Clubhouse Corner and was soon closing 


2 


on his team-mate, Beltoise, to make it a 
Matra one-two. 

‘Schuppan caught and passed Scheckter's 
Chevron to make it Gulf in third and fourth 
places about che same time, while lan Scheck 
ter was pulling away from Joest’s Porsche who 
was battling with the Schulthess Lola, 

“The heat soon had cars in the pits. Lloyd 
stopped after 10 m to report overheating, but 
was sent out and told to watch the gauge, 
while the first official retirement came when 
Holland pulled off the track in his Lola, all 
drive gone to the wheels after the splines at 
the hub end had stripped, only 19 laps from 
the start. The Manfredini/Moretti car was also 
in trouble easly on, ts DFV engine sounding 
very. sick despite’ changing broken valve 
springs discovered after practice. A new bat 
tery helped the engine, but then Manfredini 
managed to hit a slower car. He came into 
have the nose repaired, but then after con 
Uinuing only carried on a few more laps before 
stopping for good because the car was hand- 
ling so badly. Also out at the same time was 
the Cheales Chevron B21 which came into 
the pits with a blown engine. 

‘Although the two Matras were comfortably 
ahead of the opposition at the end of the first 
30 m of racing. neither Larousse nor Beltoise 
showed any signs of taking things easy. Lar 
rouse was soon right behind the leading 
Matra and after several high-speed laps nose: 
to-tall he squeezed ahead to lead the race 
But not for long. A few laps later he was in 
the pits 10m before he was due because the 
front left tyre had gone off in the heat and 
was vibrating badly. Beltoise went back into 
the lead while Pescarolo continued in second 
place, Bell having dropped even farther back 
after a quick spin at Clubhouse, “which 1 


thought was a puncture because the rear tyres 
were so bad,” said Bell later. 

‘Things were not well for the second Gulf 
either, for, as well as the tyres, Schuppan had 
@ broken ‘throttle cable to contend with. He 
Stopped the car, took off the airbox and then 
limped back to’ the pits standing in the seat 
and pulling the slides by hand, " But the spring 
was so strong I had to stop three times to 
rest," Vern explained. The Chevron-Hart 
moved into fourth spot again with Joest fifth 
for a while. Lepp and Scott were having a 
great battle behind Joest for second place in 
the 2-litre class, Lepp finally passing the Lola, 
but then losing his advantage a few laps 
later in the pits having the brakes bled. Farther 
back, Mass seemed to be having little trouble 
staying ahead of Peterson in the BMW, Peter- 
son hampered by oil all aver his screen which 
‘also caused Stommelen to pull in for a brief 
pit stop. 

At exactly Ih Beltoise came in to hand 
over to Jarier and refuel, the team changing 
rear tyres at the same time, By this stage 
the two Matras were now a full lap ahead of 
Bell who, in turn, was a further lap clear of 
Scheckter, his Hart-powered Chevron running 
really well, and a lap ahead of the Joest and 
Schulthess 3-litre cars in fifth and sixth spot 
The Schenken/Fitz Carrera, BMW and Capri 
each shared the lead of the important Index 
of Performance table. 

‘The fortune of the Chevron team was not 
to last, however, for shortly after the first 
hour Scheckter walked back after 50 laps to 


report: "A funny vibration suddenly came 
from the engine so 1 switched of and 
stopped.” 


Joes moved up to fourth place with 
Schulthess fifth, but then trouble struck again 
12 laps later. This time it was Schulthess who 
dropped out, one of the driveshafts having 
parted, his car being joined in the dead park 
4 lap iater by the Capri-Perana V8 which had 
been in and out of the pits with misfire 
problems most of the race. 

kt was beginning to look as though there 
would be no fimshers at all! The. second 
Placed Matra lost even more time when 
Shortly before 4 pm Pescarolo stopped at the 
pits for fresh rear tyres ahead of schedul 
Jarier moving @ lap ahead at this mage. 
hhad the same problems, but 1 was used to 
the same feeling with the Goodyears in 
Formula 1, $0 I just carried on, but a Mtule 
slower,” Jarier explained the reason for his 
car not having to stop for fresh tyres before 
‘time. 

After the scheduled stop, the leading Gulf 
had dropped a further lap back, Joest was 
still only one lap down in fourth place with 
the Obermoser/Walker TOJ taking the 2-litre 
class lead after Lepp's stop and then Scott 
also making @ long stop to repair a broken 
exhaust pipe. Grob was another unscheduled 


The Peterson/Scheckter BMW Coupe makes a pit stop prior to Ronnie's accident in the rain. 
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stopper in the 2-litre class, the front right 
wishbone having broken on his Chevron 
which ‘took 20 minutes to replace. Even the 
saloon cars were having a troubled time, the 
Capri losing its lead to the BMW soon after 
its stop when Hezemans took over. He was 
entering the fast kink just before the pits 
when the rear right wheel fell off! He man- 
aged to keep control and got to the pits 
running on the brake disc. A fresh wheel was 
jut on the car—tightly this time—and he 
eventually got going, now over a lap behind 
the BMW driven by ‘Scheckter. 

Both the Matras were running sweetly as 
the race rolled on, bua Pescarolo was still 
having tyre troubles with the second-placed 
Matra and made yet another stop to replace 
the left front tyre, so that by the end of 
the second hour he was over two laps be- 
hind the Beltoise/Jarier car which made 
another routine stop, Jarier staying in for a 
Second stint. Bell/Habbs were now four laps 
behind the leading car, with the Porsche, 
the TOJ and John Lepp filling the next places. 
Lepp’s recovery to sixth place was soon to 
become fifth place for shortly after the two- 
hour mark and the TOJ's first pit stop, Dave 
Walker was out of the race when a drive- 
shaft broke and damaged the rear suspea- 
sion. 

Bath ‘the Loos Carreras were now firmly 

established as Index class leaders, and pro- 
Vided ail went well have litele trouble holding 
thelr lead, 
‘The second Gulf was back in the race after 
imost 30 minutes changing the throt-le cable, 
the car looking a very doubtful finisher when 
it ‘stopped at the earliest possible time for 
more "oil. which it was leaking at a great 
rate, half of it going as a blue plume of 
smoke traiting the car constantly. 

By 5 pm the blue sunny skies had given 
way to black storm clouds, slowly moving 
‘over the dircuit and promising rain. Wet tyres 
‘wore readied and at 5.25 pm the first drops 
began to fall, Scheckter was one of the first 
to stop, handing over <o Peterson but the 
car would nat start. When it did, he only 
did one lap before stopping again to have 
the fuel pump electrics checked out. By this 
time the rain was pouring down and the pits 
‘were in chaos as cars rushed in for wet tyres. 
Part two of the mice had suddenly become 
‘exciting again, 

One of the first casualties in the wot was 
the Scott/Abrahams Lola, Abrahams only 
doing a few laps in the wet before going 
Straight on at the end of the straight and 
demolishing three layers of catch fencing and 
most of his car, fortunately without any harm 
to the driver, For almost an hour, the cars 
splashed around Into the night and driving 
became very hazardous. Beltoise was taking 
no chances and slowed right down, with 
Lsrrousse lapping much faster in the second 


Joest 
Stommeten and John Fitzpatrick. 
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followed by the GT winning Carrera of Tim Schenken which was shared by Rolf 


placed car, sometimes as much as 30 seconds 
per lap! Bell was doing a great jcb in the 
Gulf and pulling back around 8 seconds a lap 
on Larrousse, while Joest/Muller were hold- 
ing @ safe fourth ahead of the second 908/3 
which had pulled ahead of Lepp when John 
came in at half distance to hand over to Guy 
Tumner to finish the last half of the race. 
Mass was back ahead of the BMW after its 
fuel pump troubles, in seventh place out of 
the 16 cars sill left in the race. 

‘With the wet conditions it was the heavy 
saloon and GT cars which came into their 
own, Peterson really enjoying timself and 
lapping as fast as the prototypes! He was 
pulling back tis lost time over the Capri 
very fast, Mass finding his stiMy set car a 
real handful én the wet. 


rain, disaster struck. Peterson was chasing 
Stommelen's tail lights through the wall of 
spray when he did not see the Joost Porsche 
ahead of him. “I hit him straight up the back 
and he went off, but my car just kept on 
going. I tried to get back to the pits but 
halfway round, the oll pressure disappeared 
and I had to stop." The front of the BMW 
was badly bent while Joest's car Was smashed 
from and rear a&er fisting the barrier, 

‘Soon afterwards Schuppan also went mist 
ing again, @ message coming to the pits that 
the wheeinut had fallen off a rear wheel. He 
sat for almost an hour before & replacement 
‘nut eventually arrived, and was looking very 
wet and miserable by ‘the time he came back 
to the pits to hand over to Wisell, the car 
by this time too far back ¢o be classified. 

Joest and Muller took over the second 
908/3 after the incident wrile Tumner had 
moved up to fourth place after the accident, 
but the second 908/3' wem ahead with Muller 
driving, taking fourth place with less than an 
hour t0 go. But then Joest's cruel luck struck 
again when a driveshaft broke and last year's 
Winners were out of the race for good. 


Joest’s Porsche dives inside Schulthess’ Lola while Richard Scott's similar car follows behind. 


All through the wet Larrousse had been 
pulling back the two laps Jost earlier on 
from Beltoise and by the fifth hour che 
second Matra was suddenly challenging for 
the lead and when Beltoise stopped with 45 
minutes of the race to go Larousse was in 
the lead, the track iaimost dry in most places 
by this time. 

‘Jarier was put in and the car changed vo 
intermediate tyres, Then when Larousse 
‘Sopped, Pescarolo vook over and went out 
‘also on the same rubber, both cars only 
seconds. apart 

‘Boltoise was furious when he realised the 
position, “The team orders are that we should 
hold our positions and all through the rain 
1 did not see any signs that Larousse was 
gaining so fast," he said. Jarier only did two 
laps and then stopped again to fit slick tyres, 
rejoining the race half 


last tap she let Pescarolo close the gap to 
make it a formation finish, none of the team 
knowing who would win until the two cars 


crossed che tine, Pescarolo's just half a 


Bell and Hobbs finally finished six laps 
back after a stop shortly before the end to 
replace a dying battery while another 12 laps 
back Lepp/Tumner were delighted 2-itre 
class winners after an almost. trouble-free 
run, Lepp particularly happy, because, “It's 
the’ first time in two years that I' have 
finished a long-distance sports car race even 
though I have managed to lead the class in 
every race I have entered.”" 

‘Mass was only two laps back in fifth place, 
the dry track letting him edge past the 
‘Stommelen/Fitzpatrick. Porsche which had 
gone ahead in the wet. The second Loos 
Porsche took sixth place and made it a one 
two In the Index of Performance classiica- 

Finally, the Grob/Hine Chevron fell by the 
wayside shortly before the end when the ex- 
hhaust pipe broke for the third time, the mecha 
nics deciding that two lots of burnt fingers 
‘were enough for one day's racing. 
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Hold tight. Formula 70 will 


ore grip in tight corners. 
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Fit Formula 70. Fast, low profile 
radials from Dunlop 

Squatter than your ordinary 
cooking radials, they're built tough, 
rugged and broad across the shoulder to 
put more rubber on the road. 

In action, at any speed, Dunlop 
Formula 70 Radials respond crisply, 
precisely. 

They get a big, graunchy grip to 
make the best use of every ounce of extra 
horsepower you and your car can muster. 

The short, supple sidewalls flex 
instantly to keep the full width of the 
broad, big-block tread biting down on the 
road, gripping hard come rain or shine. 

Engineered to add maximum 
traction to your car's maximised power, 
Dunlop Formula 70 are the ultimate bolt- 
on go-faster goodies. 

For Formula 70 tyres, stickers, and 
for all you want to know, call in at your 
specialist Formula 70 Centre. For the address 
of the Centre nearest you call Freefone 4092 
any time. 
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Rally record 


Our first encount- 

was with 
gentieman who 
Volunteered the in- 
formation that * this 
ain't quite the 
asshole of the 
world, but it’s only 
3 few inches up the 
gut, 


From the sublime 
to the regardless 


‘There were three of us: Ilkka Kivimaki, Simo 
Lampinen and myself. The flight was Air 
Canada to Montreal, and I felt a bit out of 
place, as one week earlier I had been sure 
that T would be sitting quietly at home writing 
@ book, ‘The previous day I had been acting 
fas steward on the Cheltenham Festival Rally 
land already Heathrow appeared a bit unreal 


‘The aeroplanes did nothing to help; it wasn't 
4-747, \t was @ DC something, and didn’t 
Seem up to the long distance that we pro: 


posed to travel. The stewardess clucked her 
Gisapproval at all our hand baggage, and 
persuaded us to check some of It in as 
regular baggage.” even though It did con 
tain such fragile things as our crash helmet 
T must admit that as we settled Into our row 
it did look as If we were studying the art of 
fe warfare, but when you go for a 
couple of World Championship rallies, bag: 
BaKe seems to grow on YOU like grapes on 
Our appearance baffled the immigra:ion 
officer for a while as he took in the helmets 
fand the passports listing occupation as “rally 
driver,” but then he made the mistake that 
80 many others were to do and wished us the 
best of luck with the “race.” Ikka was dri. 
Ing the rally with Markku Alen in a Fiat, and 
soon disappeared towards Ottawa to look for 
them both. We had found our Lancia 
mechanics, who were sitting on the Avis desk. 
waiting for the next move in the laborious 
Business of getting one Lancia Stratos, two 
Beta Coupes, three crates of spares, and 100 
wheels and tyres out from the customs hall on 
4 Sunday. The reason for the rush was that 
the Monday was Canadian Thanksgiving; a 
feast that we had only found out about on 
landing in Montreal, and if there were few 
people working on a Sunday, we were assured, 
there was no one to be found on Thanksgiving 
As 40 often happens, we were lucky to find a 
Feal samaritan in the person of the Alitalia 
director at Montreal. This gentleman was du 
to take @ free ride to Paris in an inaugural 
747, @ trip to which all his family was in- 
vited as well, yet he lot all that slide and 
stayed to help us get everything cleared. This 
miracle was also due to the persistence of 
Danielle Audetto and Mike Parkes who man: 
aged to co-ordinate the efforts of Alitalia, the 
Canadian customs, the RCMP and us shower, 
So that by mid-evening the convoy of four 
hire cars and two vans was moving off down 
the freeway towards Smiths Falls 
‘Smiths Falls is to the Rideau Lakes what 
York is to the RAC Rally or Jyvaskyla to the 
1000 Lakes Rally; all the same I was a bit 
surprised to see the notice, underneath 
“population 10,000," which announced that 
it was the Rally Capital of Canada.” Just 
to what extent the town and the rally were 
linked I was to find out later on, but I do 
know’ that within minutes of arriving in the 
town at night, we had been spotted and 
approached by ‘one of the rally organisers, a 
gent called Bruce Millar. This was particu- 
larly fortunate as he was able to introduce 
us to Dana Banke, who just happened to 
work for a garage which just happened to 
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have three spare bays, and he just happened to 
have the keys In his pocket. Before we knew 
where we were, our goods and chattels were 
Installed in the Red Sun Toyota garage, and 
they were to enjoy that hospitality for the 
entire event. This sort of help was typical of 
the entire event and indeed of the town itself 
Smiths Falls practically gives iiself to the 
rally for the entire week; the main street is 
‘shut off for the building of the starting ramp, 
and to accommodate the TV crews down from 


Ottawa; the rest jem to find wait 
resses that jan; the shop: 
Keepers all seem to know that you must be 
with the rally and look after you accordingly. 


In addition, the town puts up most of the 
prize money and lends the organisers a school, 
Fight next to the p ion, from which 
to run the event Mayor, Mr Ashwell, 
even threw a champagne reception in hi 
house for the visitors, and there we met most 
of the local dignitaries including the local 
Member of Parliament 

‘With no practice allowed, and the road book 
being supplied with a detailed service itinerary 
we were able to concentrate on the car, and 
here the organisers even went so far as to 
have us conveyed out to a suitable test (one 
not used during the rally) where we could 
try the car. As far as we were concerned, the 
only ‘modifications concerned the fitting of 
Bilstein shock absorbers to Improve the rough 
road recovery of the suspension, but it became 
Clear after a couple of Interviews with the 
Ontario Police that exhaust noise was going 
to be a problem. Mike Parkes did some quick 
shopping in the local automobile supermarket, 
and came back with two Thrush silencers 
Which didn't exactly make the Beta sing like 
@ bird, but did get the noise level down to 
pass the ears of the OPP, and the noise meter 
at scrutineering. The big surprise came when 
the Stratos would not pass the noise meter 
test as it had always sounded much more 
mellow than the Beta, but I guess that those 
big amplitude bass notes were giving the 
trouble. The cure proved to be two 
pomegranate-like inserts welded into the rear 
Of the exhaust pipe, and I imagine that Munari 
never missed those five or six horsepower 

Strange rallies always make one nervous, 
It is not only the fact that one is on strangi 
roads; but the whole scene from the timing 
system to the navigation on stages is likely to 
be full of surprises. In this case, most worries 
were alleviated before the rally at the most 


by John Davenport 


comprehensive, bi-lingual briefing that you can 
imagine. Consequently, the rally itself went 
very smoothly and the only difficulty was 
fetting used to having the times recorded in 
hundredths of a minute Instead of seconds. 
That means that you can have a time of 

76 m over a st 
but is just a fra 
takes a bit of getting used to, but the decl- 
malisation of the results makes adding up s0 
much easier that I think eventually we may 
even see its adoption here. While talking 
about “results, one should compliment both 
the Rideau Lakes and the POR for havi 
smaller computer lugged around in the wake 
of the rally, #0 that correct detailed results 
could be available at all the halts, On the 
POR, where they had strangely reverted to 
using seconds after many years on the decimal 
system, the results were often somewhat a 
demic after the first night, but on the Rid 
Lakes the up-to-date positions were used regu- 
larly to give the re-start order—and they were 
almost never wrong. 

The prizegiving In Smiths Falls was ex: 
cellently stage-managed, though we couldn’ 
Quite persuade Sandro Munari to use his now 
excellent English and give us a speech. If the 
Stratos continues to win, he will 
into the habit. The next morning 
out the bits and pieces, for while the drivers 
were off to Michigan to recce, Audetto and 
the mechanics had to get the cars and spares 
together and into the USA, while Mike Parkes 
was off back to Italy to organise engine parts 
and other essential items to fill the holes in 
our supplies. We left In the afternoon and 
passed through Toronto in order to put the 
Aurosrort story on an aeroplane, and then 
planned to catch up with our team-mates in 
Sault St Marie, up on the borders of Ontario 
and Michigan. While we were at it, we decided 
to try and get a smaller car for the recce, 
and thus swapped oun Chrysler Valiant for a 
brand new Plymouth Duster. The seats were 
nowhere near as comfortable but we felt it 
was a more handy car. We already had the 
road book and other paperwork for the POR 
which had been brought down to Smiths Falls 
by Fred Olds, who, as well as being the co- 
ordinator for the POR, was also driving his 
own Datsun in the Rideau Lakes 

Distances on the North American continent 
tend to be deceptive and it was not until 
Monday afternoon that we arrived at Sault 
(pronounced "Sue" by the Americans and 
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Rally record 


Zoo" by Lampinen), and started to make 
the notes on the long 49-mile special stage 
which was the only part of the route in 
Canada. We met up with the other Lancia 
drivers plus all the Renault team just at the 

‘when 

to fly 
‘about what the rest of the stages were like. 
Some said fast, some said rough; some sald 
dry, some sald wet; there were those who 
were sure that it would snow, and in the 
ight of that remark, we started to get wor- 
ried as to whether we would finish the recce 
in the time that we had left. As it turned out, 
most of our problems came from the recce 
car rather than from the weather, for shortly 
after crossing into the USA, our Duster threw 
@ rod—or to put it more exactly, broke a 
torsion bar on the front suspension and threw 
the bit clean into the sump for the automatic 
transmission, which promptly started to leak 
We wouldn't really have minded but we were 


ion fluid and the read- 
ing on that came to mean more than you can 
Imagine, We eventually staggered into a place 
called Strong's Crossing which Is on US 
Highway 28 and Is not tikely to set any 
population of amenity records. Indeed, our 
with a 
1 would imagine was its oldest citizen, and 


up the gut.” We’ were relieved 

to find that the only ‘phone In 

worked and worked well. Two qu 

can of transmission fluid later we were rum- 

bling our way towards what Simo refers to 
"the Mighigan Zoo" and two hours later 

Were rolling back in a high mileage version 

of the AMC Hornet, America's best handling 

compact. 

‘What we were to say later about the hand- 
ing of this, and American cars in general, 
should be placed even lower on « gut 
than. Strong's Crossing 
felt it was, that Horn 

ye one or two little peculiarities such as 
the underbonnet light for reading the dipstick 
at night was provided by the exhaust glowing 
red hot, while any need for the brakes hac 
be proceeded by an application—in triplicate 
—to the brake pedal of both feet, plus 
whichever hand wasn't st 
We grew to love it, but the u 
car slowed the recce immensely and Fiat and 
Renault were in a much happier 
their Fiat 124s and Renault 1 
Mauro Pregliasco broke two hire 
his recce, Munari broke one and 
the hire companies around Marquette clammed 
up and wouldn't even hire one to you if you 
had an honest name like Ford. Next year 
some bright spark will make himself a for- 
tune hiring out Volkswagens or Broncos for 
the rallymen to practise in, but this year you 
couldn't find such a thing. 

Marquette is one of the principal towns in 
the Upper Peninsular of Michigan, and for 
the first time was host to the Press On 

Rally. The rally itself is run by the 

inch of the SCCA and therein lies 

problems associated with it. You 

see, Detroit {s over 400 miles from Marquette, 
light-hour drive even on the 

freeway when the speed limit Is 55 mph. All 
the organisation of the rally is done by people 
who have other jobs, and can thus be classed 
in the ranks of amateurs, though you should 
take this to mean unpaid rather than in- 
experienced; who can only afford weekends 
off to plan the rally. Thus the whole thing was 
less researched and less co-ordinated than it 
might have been. Foreign competitors had a 
lot of problems speaking to Fred Olds, the 
co-ordinator, before the rally took place ; in 
deed one of the Fiat team spent one week in 
Toronto before the San Remo Rally, and 
assures me that he rang every day but only 

\d communication with his wife, the children 
and the dog. This is one of the daunting 
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things about some rallies, and why it is always 
‘a great relief to find those that have a per- 
manent secretariat. Once we had arrived in 
Marquette, our problems were not over, 
the organisers did not arrive until the night 
before scrutineering, so that a lot of our 
queries about route, timing and service could 
not be answered until the llth hour. Like 
‘Smith the town of Marquette provided 
excellent hospitality, and a special word should 
be reserved for the Holiday Inn, who had never 
Seen such an assorted bunch of French, Eng- 
lish, Italian and Poles, but coped with the 
strain for a whole week without losing thelr 
Sense of humour and their service, Pethi 
next year, a permanent office can be estab- 
lished in that hotel, the headquarters of the 
as of Marquent 


places the roughest. that we had. seen, any- 

where in the world. Looking bt 

fess that this was an impression conveyed 

‘mainly by our recce cars, and that on the 

rally, especially in the rain, it all seemed a 

Jot less straight and a lot less bumpy. For me 

the stages don’t have to be chat 

they make sure that it rains or 

‘one or two possible exceptions in the second 

night when the ‘speed climbed into 

the 80 mph bracket. 1 must 
s that I was a bit worried about the 

stages, for there 


thals ‘to. close all the access ‘roads, and 
couple of times, private cars went by us when 
we were waiting at the start of a stage—in 
the same direction. This can only be resolved 
with greater co-operation with the police, and 
this was where the rally took its biggest 
tumble. 

‘When you have the sort of trouble that 
plagued the second night of the POR, it Is 
foo easy to put the blame on one side. The 
competitors "blamed the organisers, the 
Organisers blamed the competitors, 


me it looks even more complicated 
and you must take it bit by bit to understand 
what happened and why. The service crews 
‘and the competitors that command them, were 
given liberty to go anywhere provided that 
they did not service on private property 
without prior permission, and that they did 
not block the tarmac highway. Consequently, 
most of their points were chosen from 
with no consideration of closeness of 
tion, width of road, parking amenities, 
as in the Rideau Lakes, the organisers 


ts phoned to the local sheriff might 
never have originated, 

Then the competitors were being asked to 
maintain an a ‘speed of somewhere be- 
tween 35 mph and 43 mph on the open road in 
true Press On Regardless style, which in 
these days of speed limits is asking a bit 
much if you want everyone to be well behaved. 
For example, our car was consuming petrol 
at such a rate that without service stops, we 
would never have made it between the major 
halts. Once stopped for petrol, a cursory check 
and then a few stop signs on the route and 
the average speed soon looks indistinguishabl 
from the speed limit. 1 would like to be a 
to say that we never broke the law —at least 
we never broke it by much, and I never saw 
any other competitor go past us, so 1 think that 
there was litte aggravation in that respect 

What exactly the Sheriff of Dickenson 
County saw or heard that made him so upset 
is a mystery to me. He alleged the following 
morning that he had 38 calls of complaint 
from local inhabitants, but when I saw him in 
Norway, we were only fourth or fifth car on 
the road, and he was shouting about stopping 
the rally’ even then. I doubt whether the rally 
had at that stage even passed 38 houses in 
Dickenson County. A more likely case is that 
he had received several calls from residents 


anxious about what was going on as the pre- 
publicity about the rally had not reached their 
ears. With his election coming up only a few 
days after the rally, he doubtless felt that this 
;00d campaigning point to show what 
ive fellow he was; and all T can assui 
is that if he had been fully primed about the 
rally before it took place, he would never 
have taken the action that he did and try to 
stop the rally. Indeed, he tried to stop the 
rally at the start of stage 23, which as far 
‘as I can detect is outside his jurisdiction | 
‘The big mistake came when the organisers 
decided to try and let everyone who had got 
to that night's supper halt re-start the rally‘on 
‘equal terms with those who had flogged 
round stages 23 to 28. I think that it would 
have been sufficient to say to those people 
who alleged that the police had turned them 
y from stage 23: " Why didn't you go to 
I which was functioning, le, the 
247" If they had had’ the 
initiative to do that as the regulations for the 
rally suggest, then stage 23 could have been 
scrubbed and the rally continued without prob: 
Jem. However, the organisers had another 
Burzet situation on their hands, and tried to 
do their best. It should have dawned on them 
that competitors who had done the whe 
route to that point would not 
competitors being allowed to st 
they had retires 


on those stages, being allowed to come 
into the Aight with repaired cars, This 
the birth of all the protests, and all the 
present trouble can be ascribed back to those 
hours of indecision at the supper halt 

‘There were many things that were very 
food about the POR and it would be wrong, 
fo, forget them, ‘The large body of marsha 
who timed and ran the special stag 
their jobs very well 
timing in the frst night, but 1 


ind any other discrepanci 
only of the ‘order of a second or two. Perhay 
It would be an advantage next year to use 
some kind of ¢ard system to prevent early 
departures on the stages, as much relied on 
the competitor's sense of honesty, Some of 
the roads were a bit quick even for the Finns, 
but the Upper Peninsular seems to have pleaty 
of good roads for rallying, and more researcl 
will reveal them. Marquette offered excellent 
cilities that it 

It an ideal centre for rallying. Perhaps 
the most incredible thing was the weather, 
which remained bright and sunny for 

the entire recce period, and then provide 
rain to make the roads slippery just before 
the rally started, 

‘There was naturally much talk about the 
POR leaving the World Championship of 
Rallies, but I feel that such a decision Is a bit 
Premature in view of the potential that the 
rally has at its disposal. There will have to 
be a lot more done in the way of public rel 
tions and background work, but’ these are 
areas where America has led the w 
past. There will have to be a reconciliation 
with the Sheriff of Dickenson County if he 
and a much broader-based 
relationship established with the other police 
forces and local residents, who must be shown 
‘that the rally has all its speed and action 
(on the special stages, not on the open road, 
‘The average speed must be dropped to a 
level well below that of previous PORS, 

‘All this amounts to is the need for a keen 
and enthusiastic organiser—and one who is 
at least as professional as the teams that come 
to compete in a World Championship round. 
Canada has its Doug Woods, Britain its Jim 

Greece its Alexander Dardoufas, 
Monaco its Raymond Rue, Portugal its Cesar 
Torres, East Africa its Gunnar Haggbom and 
Finland its Mauri Lindell—cannot the USA 
find the funds to pay a full-time organiser 
of its only World Championship Rally ? Ab, 
well. There is always Bill France . 


hospitality, and with the 
mal 
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George Follmer—American 
motor racing virtuoso 


Interview by PETER WINDSOR 


ve 

brief. He came with a reputation for 
tough, competitive driving, but the 
newness of the Shadow F1 team, hi 
total unfamiliarity with the circuits 
and the curious European lifestyle 
left us with a decidedly jaundiced 
view of one of America’s best 
drivers. 


So George returned to America— 
to the even tougher world of 
NASCAR. He began the 1974 season 
well, with several good performances 
on ‘the Winston Grand National 
trail, but mid-year he left the Bud 
Moore outfit to run the CanAm, a 
series he knows well. Often as not he 
was the quickest driver around, but 
due to a number of diverse reasons 
he failed to win a major race. Still, 
the fact had been underlined : at the 
‘age of 40, Follmer is one of the most 
versatile drivers in the world today. 


‘What does 1975 hold for Follmer, 
and what were his impressions of the 
specialised world of NASCAR? | 
spoke to him recently, and found 

anything but depressed about 
prospects. 


What were your connections with Penske at 
the beginning of 19747 
There were several things that were in the 
offing with Roger at the beginning of the 
year. One was the Can-Am, where I was 
Boing to run the Penske 917/30. Well, they 
that car, which took that serie 
T could have run it at Mi 
Ohio had I not been driving for Don Nichols 
at that stage, and looking back on it, that 
Would have been a nice one-off drive. The 


The face of a tough contender. 


other thing was the Formula 1c 
jark not come back T think I 
driven it in the two North American GPs. 


Jel about Formula 
do Fe 


How do you 
Well, I'd like to 
would 


‘come Up 
y difficult 


nell Jones will help do away with the stigma 
Which some Americans attach to Formula 1? 
Tthink it's a very unfair situation, and I 
re n't put my finger on why Formula } 
isn't more accepted among American di 

T guess it's something to do 

that it isn't very lucrative. Unless y 
the top echelon of Formula 1 there isn't the 


kind of money you could make in the States 
doing USAC or NASCAR. 

Would you, then, say that America is more 
money-orientated' than Europe ? 

Yes. The top drivers in Formula 1 obviously 
make good money, but they make it up front, 
they don't make it racing. So not all Ameri: 
cans will want to go into Formula 1. There 
are exceptions, of course. Peter Revson was 
an American who wanted to do Formula 1 
more than anything. That was his main thing 
in racing —he would rather do that than 
anything else, even for less money. 

How do you think Mario Andrett feels now ? 
Mario's feelings now, I think, are simiar to 
Revvie's. He's. made’ money ‘in USAC, he's 
won the Speedway, and 1 think Mario has 
probably always been a road-racer at heart. 
With his new operation, assuming Firestone 
don't put them out to pasture, I think he'll 
be very competitive. 

‘There have been relatively few drivers who've 
been really successful oval and track racer 
Ts it just a matter of application? One car 
imagine Yarborough or Unser being super 
successful in Formula 1, for instance. 

Cale Yarborough probably wouldn't go too 
well in. Formula ‘1, because Cale’s whole 
efforts have always been on oval tracks and 
the Grand National. Bobby Unser has always 
concentrated on oval racing, too, but if he 
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were to make a serious effort in Formula 1, 
1 would say that he'd be as competitive as 
Mario Andretti. Mario, myself, Parnelli and 
A. J. Foyt have ventured into other areas, 
and have all been successful, And Mark 
Donohue has too. Mark has had reasonably 
good success on oval tracks 

Does he go anything like as well in NASCAR 
as he does is USAC? 

T think you've got to look at what he had 
to drive, The car I had in "73 in Formula 1 
wasn't as good as I was, for instance. It 
Was the same with Mark, I's a matter of 
getting the car/driver combination sorted out, 
ies not the fault of the designer or the 
driver, 


Did you originally set out to run a full season 
of NASCAR? 

Td done a few NASCAR races out in the 
west, but I'd never done the super speedways 
before, and because I was, um, fairly competi 
tive I guess it is the best way to put it, we 
started to do the half-miles, the short tracks 
as they call them. Circuits like Martinsville 
and Bristol and those sort of places. Well, 
T'd never run those tracks before, so that was 
a whole new world for me. I eventually made 
What they call the first leg—they run each 
track twice in NASCAR — and we had quite » 
lot of success, really. I finished the first leg in 
the top 10, s0 I think the second time around 
it would have been much better. I'd find that 
T wasn’t qualifying well, but I was going much 
quicker in the race, s0'a lot of it was to dc 
With not knowing the tracks. 


What sort of things were you learning at that 
stage? There's obviously much more to 
NASCAR than driving round four 90” lefts. 
Obviously drafting is very important on the 
super speedways, Dut on the short tracks 
you've fot to know the entrance to the cor 
ers, the amount of brake to use, and 0 on. 
They are 3,800 Ib cars, which are BIG cars, 
and you're running them on a half-mile track 
with “pretty short straightaways. Physically 
NASCAR's @ much harder grind than Formula 
1, There really is no comparison, Formula 1 
cars are sheer comfort compared with some 
of the NASCAR stockers. You have to chain 
your helmet on to your shoulder to stop your 
heck from falling off in those races! You're 
also averaging over 100 mph, $0 there are a 
lot of tricks you've got to learn. That's why 
i's so difficult for someone to break into 
NASCAR and do well: most of the drivers 
have been running stockers for 14-odd years, 
What did the NASCAR regulars think of a 
“road racer” being so competitive straight 
ott? 


they were very good. 1 was accepted by 
1 NASCAR officials and the fans, but the 
best reception was from the drivers, who were 
very ‘helpful to me and definitely ‘not afraid 
to tell me where I might have had a problem. 
They were more than happy to tell me what 
they could about anything. 

Did you find that was the case in Formula 1 
No, in Formula | you're on your own. I think 
a lot of that ts due to the language problems 
you have on an international circuit — 
although when you go down south for 
NASCAR they don't exactly speak English | 


Could it also be that NASCAR drivers are 
more aware that they're putting on a show 
for the public, and that you're going to be 
part of that show? 

I think what it really is, and 1 would be 
more than happy to tell a NASCAR newcomer 
everything I can, is that the drivers feel that 
your mistake may take them. Because you're 
Very close and running very tight all the time. 
‘And if you're running 100 mph on a half-mile 
banked ‘track, well then obviously you're not 
going to stop 3,800 Ibs in a half-mile. So 
You're always concerned that the drivers 
You're racing with don't make mistakes. I 
think they realise that it is very specialised 
and that you're not going to blow them off 
first time out. The. first time I went to 
Daytona, which was for the 500 in February, 
Bobby Isaac was very helpful even to the 
point of telling me what I should do to my 
car. His was a Mercury and mine was a Ford, 
but underneath they were virtually the same, 
and as I couldn't communicate with Bud 
Moore very well, Bobby did all he could. 
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The UOP Shadow outfit (above). Below : Driving this year’s CanAm car. 


Hard driving Follmer in the DN1, leading Ickx at Barcelona. 


What was the problem with Moore ? 
Well, he takes a lot of pride in his racing, 
and he doesn’t like to have anything wrong. 
with his car. He's done extremely well in years 
past in that type of racing, and to have a 
young Rookie like myself come along and 
tell him how he'd like the car was a bit much 
for him. All I could do was tell him what 1 
wanted the car to do, same as in Formula 1 
But be must have known what he was letting 
himself in for ? 

Yes, he did, because it was discussed earlier 
in the season that I would have a difficult 
time on the first leg. We went quite well, I 
thought, T mean I was disappointed that T 
wasn winsing races, but tha:'s the way I am, 
but we were a strong enough competitor to do 
well 

It’s certainly fair to say that you went as 
well as you could possibly have been ex- 
pected to have gone... - 

‘Yes, most people felt I went even better than 
that, Dut as one competitor put it after Bud 


and I split up: “Bud gives you a 180 mph car, 
but he expects you to run 188 mph.” Bud has 
had a lot of trouble keeping drivers, because 
they encountered the same situation as me. 
‘You name them, they've driven for him, Pear- 
son, Isaac, Allison, Walthrop — they've all left 
him, and all gone on to be pretty competitive, 
Even so, it must’have been quite a difficult 
decision to leave him at mid-season ? 

Well, yes, There weren't. many. alternatives 
because the big teams were all committed by 
that stage I did do a few other races for 
various people, which was fine, but the 
general thing was that most deals were firmed 
Up for the year. So I didn't have a lot of 
opportunity to do anything else. Of course I 
knew I could come back and do road races, 
Can-Ams and F5000s and so forth, and that's 
what T ended up doing. 

What was the situation with the Can-Am? 
The basic problem that we've had between 
Jackie Oliver and myself was that I was 
usually the faster of the two, but the team 
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Follmer drove one of thi 


1 think they 


‘The logical wey would have been to have 
followed the McLaren pattern — take the wins 
alternately. 
Tt should haye been that way, but there always 
seemed to be a difference in game plan and 
it never worked out, I think that would have 
made it better for the spectators, but as it 
turned out it was obvious what was happen- 
ing and nobody really cared 
So you were more upset with UOP Shadow 
than Oliver himself ? 
1 just think it was poorly handled. 
did it that way you'll have to 
driver Don Nichols ever 
tiny " Shadow, 
but Jackie's also been with them a long time, 
and he's been through some difficult periods 
With them. So that's fine if they feel a loyalty 
to him. You certainly can’t have bad feelings 
about somebody who's loyal, but even 50 
they should have made it so the spectator got 
enloyment out of it all, This, was not the 
‘and that was my biggest complaint — 
Sithough 1 do like winning Taces, of course t 
What led to the famous incident in the pits 


after the Mosport race? 
‘The thing was that Jackie felt I broke his 
car. He was supposed to win the first heat, 


and 


my car—as it had been all the time 
emed a little faster, he felt that 1 was 
pushing him too much. He felt very cheated 
and upset, and he just said some things to me 
that T feel were uncalled for. I think it was 
really more his emotions and the fact that it 
was the first race, and he'd done all this 
testing and suddenly he was back where he'd 
been the past two years. But it worked out 
for him. He did win the race. I'm sure he feels 
very bad about the way he acted at Mosport. 
How did the fight start ? 

Tm not going to take a bit of verbal abuse 
from anybody ! You know, I'm really quite a 
placid person, but I'm not going to take that 
from somebody when it’s uncalled for, And it 
was definitely uncalled for, because 1 didn't 
break his car. It broke itself 

How's the situation now ? 

It’s fine. Probably ina lot of ways the whole 
thing helped the series, because at least it 
gave the press something to write about. We 
Created more ink doing that than anything we 
could have done winning races! 

How good do you think the "74 Can-Am 
Shadow is? 

Basically it’s a very sound car. All I've been 
able to do this year is race against the clock, 
‘qualify well and try to set some track records 
and things like that, but I think that, con- 
sidering the car has 450 bhp less than the "73 
Porsches, it has done very well. We didn't 
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ly stick our necks out to try to make the 
car go faster in "74—we didn’t need 
I think there's quite a lot left in it yet. 
Do you think you'll need to go much quick 
next year? 
T hope 0. So far as the United States is 
concerned, Can-Am racing has always been 
a very successful spectator series. 
Despite the fact that the racing Is seldom 
close .. -? 
Yes, well, it's something to do with the 
American ‘concept. of cars. Americans have 
‘always had very large V8 motors, and a lot 
of racing, even with boats, is done around 
this kind of engine. Most of our cars up till 
the past couple of years have been with 74 
litre motors, and that's a big motor, of course, 
in anybody's league. But the other thing is 
that the Can-Am was really the first profes 
al road-racing series we had. The 1965 
USRRC was really the forerunner of the 
Can-Am. So many people have come to recog- 
ise American road racing on that level. It's 
been very difficult for the tracks 0 sell FS000 
racing to the American public, even though 
the racing has been good, the ‘cars are nice, 
there are some good teams running . .. and 
the F5000 engines are large by today’s stan- 
dards. But despite its lack of interest this 
Year, people still recognise the Can-Am as 
road racing. 
Particularly the SCCA? 
Yes, they're still behind it because of the 
public, and many of the tracks still feel 
that, given a proper field of cars and drivers, 
they can make money and sell tickets. There 
hasn't been any deal money this year, but 
the prize money has been very high in com- 
parison with some of the other series, so it’s 
2 very expensive thing to put on, even with 
out deal money. If they have to'go back to 
deal money to guarantee good teams taking 
part, then that’s what they'll have to do to 
keep the thing alive. 
Do you think a 3-litre/S-litre Can-Am will 
produce good racing ? 
Oh, I think it might produce 
but I don't think the 3-litre engine is 
to produce much competition for the 
Even though the Cosworth is a lot 
than a S-litre Chevvy, it st 
the torque, nor the horsepower. You've still 
got to carry the wing and the body and that 
Other stuff along with it. Look at the Formula 
1 cars. They're running 139s at Watkins 
Gten, but a quick Can-Am car can do 1385.1 
ran 1.405 at the Glen at the beginning of the 
Season, and that was in 28-30 degree weather ! 
‘Are you enjoying this year’s IROC as much 
‘as the "73 series? 
T think the fact that we're running two ovals 
and two road circuits leaves the series less 


‘Martini Porsche Carreras throughout 1973. gaining experience on European circuits 


open to criticism from the NASCAR and 
USAC drivers, although drivers like Pearson 
and Bobby Unser are very, very good road 
face drivers anyway! 

How ‘did the Formula 1 drive 
Camaros ? 

Very good. They all picked 


Took In the 


up very quickly, 


and they all qualified very well—TI. think 
they surprised us all. The series as a whole 
has. been very good and very. close, At 


Michigan I could have been third or fourth 
except for the fact that T was going to have 
to use the pit lane to get past somebody. 

The Camaros worked quite well, although 
some of them seemed to have a bit more 
power than the others, and the European 
Srivers, particularly Fittipaldi and Peterson 
jcked up the drafting technique pretty well 
jraham Hill went well, too, and 1 think he 
showed that he can still run with the best of 
them. A lot of Europeans are always asking 
why he doesn’t retire, you know, why he 
doesn't go and grow pansies or something, and 
Tthink the answer is that he just likes to 
race, He likes to race more than a lot of the 
Buys out there, He came along to Michigan, 
made a big effort and at the age of 44 out- 
qualified most of them, He's still a capable 
face driver, given equal effort, time and 
‘equipment. Graham proved a point to every- 
one, and I hope people in Europe will respect 
him for that 

Finally, George, what do you plan to do next 
year? 

Tt T had a choice I'd go back into Formula 1 
or do the Grand National again. They offer 
the biggest competition and the biggest chal- 
lenge. I'd like to do Formula 1 because in 
1973 1 think I was written off before I even 
drove (because I was American) and also 1 
was supposed to be too old. Well there isn’t 
any American driver who's any good who's not 
over 30. In fact, well over 30. 1 will con- 
cede that Formula 1 is a physically tough 
grind. 

‘Tougher than NASCAR . 

Twen't sey tougher than NASCAR, because 
you race more often in the Grand National, 
you run every weekend virtually, but for an 
American the difficulty of Formula 1 is the 
travel, getting used to lots of very different 
places. ‘But I still don’t think it's age that 
keeps a driver from doing well in Formula 1. 
If he wants to run competitively and hard, 
then that’s all that matters. I don’t think age 
comes into it. Obviously, when you get older 
you don’t heal as quickly as a young man, 
and you don't jump over the fence the same 
way as you do when you're 20. The biggest 
difference between young and older drivers is 
their experience. You might think an older 
driver is slower—but in fact he's probably 
just smarter 
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‘Alan Greenhalgh driving ADMs Honda 
for class D saloons in the Triplex prod 
Silverstone, whore he set a new lap rec 
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CROFT 


A pleasant winter warmer 


Under a black sky and strong winds, the 
Nottingham Sports Car Club held the’ first 
‘of two Winter race meetings at Croft on 
Sunday. A surprisingly good entry was re- 
ceived, Including the biggest grid of saloon 
cars that has been seen this season. The four 
races were won by John Simpson, John Mac- 
donald, Andy Barton and Malcolm Stevens. 

‘As the flag fell for the FF race, John 
Simpson made a beautiful start from Mick 
Starkey and Alo Lawler. By the end of the 
first lap, it was Starkey in his customary 
first place with Simpson, Lawler and Lawson 
right up his exhaust pipe. Already, this group 
was pulling away from another little group 
comprising Bryan Gowan, Colin McLean, and 
the ex-Johnnie Gerber Elden 10A of David 
Kerr, 

iit was obvious that there was nothing be- 
tween the first four cars, and while Starkey 
held on to a two inch lead, Lawler moved 
up to second on lap two, and into the lead 
‘on lap four. This he held for two laps, while 
Simpson moved up to second, and Starkey 
down to third, with no daylight at all be 
tween the four cars as they slipstreamed 
down the straight 

‘On lap 7, Simpson decided that the only 
place to be was at the front, which saw 
Lawler second, and Starkey third but only 
for one Iap, as Stuart Lawson moved up to 
second next time round. Then Starkey and 
Lawler had a coming together, which re- 
arranged the tracking on the Merlyn, forcing 
Starkey to retire. This caused Lawler to drop 
back slightly, so the bactle was now between 
‘Simpson and’ Lawson, with neither giving an 
inch. Simpson held on to take the flag from 
Lawson, while bekind, Lawler found himself 
in a sudden lonely third, followed by Douglas 
Baiitie Just @ little farther back, then a short 
gap to the next five cars headed by McLean 

Te second race, for Modsporis, promised 
at firs. to be just as exciting despite rain. 

At the end of the first lap, the ex-VRM 
Elan of Andy Smith and John Macdonald's 
‘Supercharged Morgan +8 had already pulted 
out a long lead, with Robert Rollo's 1293 
Midget third, a ‘couple of inches ahead of 
the simitar powered Sprite of lan McCul 
Jough, then the start of a procession of 
Sprites and Midgets. On lap four, drama be- 
gan. First, a drivesha’t snapped on the E:an, 
forcing Smith to retire at the pits, then Rotlo 
overbraked for Tower in his effort to keep 
out McCullough, and the Midget went side- 
ways, and smashed into the marshals post. 


luckily without damaging the driver. This 
left Macdonald in a very comfortable lead, 
with McCullough second. And up through 
the fleld into third was Mungo Park in a 
very nice Datsun 240Z Samuri, which looked 
and sounded very standard. At the front, 
the Morgan simply sailed away from che 
field, pulling out more than 5 s a lap from 
McCullough, and lapping everyone down to 
fourth at the end. 

‘Nexon the card was a race for Libre 
cars, which also featured two Clubmens cars. 
On pole sat the F500 Trojan of Bill Wood 
with Andy. Barton's well-known Lotus 69, 
and the Formula Atlantic Chevron B27 of 
Peter Williams making up the front row. As 
the flag fell, the Trojan made a superb start 
‘and rocketed away from the field, with Wil 
liams second and Ba.ton third. Beh.nd came 
Ted Payne in his Ansa Motors-backed Brabnam 
BT38C, which was sporting a Richardson BDA 
Atlantic engine for the first time, then Phil 
Barak, in his ex-Bob Leckie Brabham BT36, 

‘On ‘lap two Barton took over second spot, 
the Lotus was: soon challenging the big 
Trojan, and on lap five, Barton took the 
lead, while behind, Barak had found a way 
past Payne. And so the order remained for 
Another three laps, until Williams started to 
make a determined effort to pass Wood; 
and as they went into the chicane, the 
Chevron was right up the Trojan’s exhaust 
pipes. Unexpectedly, Wood then pitted, giving 
Second to Williams, and rejoining the race 
in thied spot, having only stopped for about 
5's. Barton was now in complete control of 
the situation, and pulled away steadily, while 
it was obvious that Wood could make ‘no im: 
pression on the flying Chevron. And so at the 
end, the order was Barton, Williams, Wood, 
Barak and Payne. 

‘The last race, for saloons, resulted in the 
biggest saloon grid seen at Croft for a very 
tong time. On pole sat Jim Evans with his 
turbocharged Escort RS2000. A brand new 
motor had just been fitted, with a lower com- 
Pression, and this had gone superbly in prac- 
tice, despite the car coming in with the 
blower glowing cherry red due to the timing 
being retarded. The only question mark hung 
over the rear end, which was suspect with 
the power that was going through it. But 
as the flag fell, x was the Escort of Brian 
Whiting that took the lead, only to falter 
just before Tower, with what looked like fuel 
problems. This put Evans into the lead, from 
the giant-killing Mini 1000 of Sedric Bell, 


having sts last race before being sold. Behind 
Bell came the Mini Cooper $ of Gerald Clark, 
then a rather famous Ford Falcon, driven by 
Malcolm Stevens. This was the car that was 
entered in the 1963 Monte Carlo Rally, then 
was modified for racing and won the British 
Saloon Car Championship in 1967—the ex- 
Pierpoint/Howe etc, car. 

As the laps were reeled off, the whispering 
turbo pulled away from the ‘field and, after 
six laps, looked unassailable. Then, on lap 
Seven, the transmission broke and Evans was 
Out. Meanwhile, up through the field had come 
the incredible Falcon, and it calmly moved up 
into the lead as the turbo pulled in, with 
Gerald Clark in second spot on the road, and 
Sedric Bell third. At this point the situation 
became confusing because Clark took a short- 
cut through the chicane, which earned him a 
time penalty, and although he was second on 
the road, he was sixth on time. A tremendous 
battle now started between Stevens and Clark, 
with Bell content to sit in third place on the 
road, second overall, possibly with the thought 
of the car being sold in the back of his mind. 

As the leading duo went into the last lap, 
the Mini was right up the tail of the Falcon 
and, incredibly, It snatched the lead going into 
the chicane and crossed the line to take the 
flag. But to no avail as, on time, it was down 
in fourth place. So the Falcon won, with Bell 
a comfortable second, and with a class win 


into the bargain. An exciting end to a very 
Rood meeting 


BRYAN METZ 


‘Andy Smith, here leading John Macdonald's supercharged Morgan +8, had to retire his ex-VRM Elan with a broken driveshaft. 
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than a Jaguar~ handsomely combininy 
ish craftsmanship and engineerin, 
igh; anything more expe! 

pon as.an extravagance, 


When we announced th 


even mor owning than| Jaguar. So much more for your money. 
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Road test 


My road test programme has changed tre 
mendously during the tong life of AUTosromT 


‘and gauntlet gloves, as most 
Open sports models. Since 

motoring has ceased to be an open-air pas 
time and pneumonia is no longer an occupa 
tional hazard for test drivers, 1 notice that 
during the next few weeks of testing I shall 
be stepping out of a 2CV Citroen and driving 
off in a Ferrari, which indicates ¢ 


‘As petrol becomes more 
even greater price increases 
more ‘and more people are being forced to 
consider the purchase of very economical cars 
They also like to read about exotic cars far 

ued. test 


I'm glad to say. The two magic carpets in 


The four door Jaguar XJ6L. is fitted with the 4.2 


the Jaguar, but has 


Racing or Royalty : are 


12 conmnne justifiable ? 


engine 


sovereigns for half 


are ‘choosing the make that carried British 
century—it’s racing oF 
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Road test 


Royalty, according to taste. “My” Jaguar was 
‘a. 4.2litre six-cylinder, the Daimler having the 
S.dlitre V-12 power’ unit, while both cars 
had, the 4 ins longer chassis that has now 
been’ standardised for four-door models. 
Let_me say, straight away, that the longer 
wheelbase is @ great improvement. The diff 
ence in comfort and ease of entry for the 
Tear passengers is surprising with such a 
moderate increase over the original XJ models. 
The cars have always been good-lookers, but 
the longer roof line and wider rear ‘door 
gives altogether better proportions. I also ex 
Pected the handling to be good, because the 
Very long Daimler Limousine is'an outstand: 
Ing road-holder, and 1 was certainly not dis 
appointed. It used to be thought that a short 
wheelbase was desirable for fast cornering. 
but that’s an old-fashioned idea. It was 
formerly difficult to make a long chassis suff 
clently rigid, but integral construction has 
overcome that problem, for which rear-seat 
passengers may be duly thankful. The weight 
Penalty is negligible, especially having regard 
to the massive torque of these two engines 
‘The shorter chassis is still available with 
the two-door coupe body. Chacun @ son godt, 


The design of both cars is identical, except for changes associated with the different enxines. 


but personally 1 prefer my luxury cars ‘with and it is a pity that it is all hidden away —attempt_need be made to hide them. As 1 
four doors, as I like to share my motoring behind the body panels. have already remarked, the longer-bodied cars 
pleasures with my friends. To fold a front seat There are dise brakes for all wheels, in- are the best looking, the effect being to lower 
End let somebody squeeze into the back is ternally ventilated in front and inboard the roofline and shorten the bonnet—ong 
ail_part of the fun of Mini-motoring. but mounted behind. The servo-assisted operation bonnets are now démodé. 
with a Daimler it's unthinkable—King is by (wo separate hydraulic circuits, with Let us take both cars on the road. The 
Edward would not have been amused 2 pressure-difference warning light sixceylinder engine can be fitted with « manual 
‘The design of both cars is identical, except Last year, Series Two versions of these gearbox and overdrive, which enables con: 
for the minor changes associated with the cars were announced. The styling of the radin- siderable fuel economies to be made. However, 
different ‘engines. ‘The XJ6. was originally tor grilles was considerably altered, brought people who buy cars of this calibre generally 
designed with sufficient space for a V-12 about largely by the raised bumpers neces pecity matic transmission and the V-12 


engine, so there is plenty of working room  sitated by American regulations, a cleaning up can only be supplied in automatic form, For 
tround the gwin-cam six-cylinder. This engine of details. was achieved, such as the re- this test, both cars were automatics. 
has always been a thing of beauty and one positioning of side and indicator lights under Theoretically, the XJ6L is under-geared in 
Opens the bonnet with pride. The twelve, on the protection of the wrap-around bumpers. automatic form. It will reach 5250 rpm in 
the other hand, looks complicated and untidy. All the instruments were grouped ahead of top gear, which my stopwatch makes almost 
Some. of this is due to extra equipment re. the driver and could be easily read through exactly 120 mph, though the speedometer 
Quired in connection with foreign emission the new. two-spoke steering wheel. Fibre claims 123 mph. This ts 250 rpm into the red 
Fogulations, but the space is very crowded. optic light-conducting cables were installed on the rev-counter dial, but the famous engine 
Technically, the chassis is of very advanced iMuminate. the airconditioning switch Is so rugged that I held it at that speed for 


conception, with independent suspension of panel, the main lighting panel, and the igni- more than ten miles before easing my foot. 
ail four wheels. In front, there are double tion panel, all fram one bulb. Incredibly, it is just as silent—and 1 mean 
Wishbones, set at an anti-dive angle, with ‘An entirely new heating and ventilating fent—when being over-revved as at more 
Coll springs and an anti-roll tension bar, plus system, combined with optional refrigerated reasonable speeds. Truly, those wonderful 

telescopic dampers, Steering is by a power: air-conditioning, is in fact a highly sophisti- years at Le Mans were not wasted. 
assisted rack and pinion Cated air-blending plant, of considerable com Though higher gearing would avoid over: 
"At the rear, there are four transverse links, plexity to ensure the greatest ease of opera- revving, this is probably of no interest to 
of Which the upper ones in fact consist of tion. All that the user need do is to set the the average owner, who has no intention of 
the fixed-length driveshafts, with fore and aft dial to the temperature he requires and the driving at 120 mph. He can get up to 100 
location by radius arms. To avoid the loads machinery will see that his orders are carried mph pretty quickly and cruise at that speed 
Generated by an offset mounting, the coll out. Until circumstances make a more legal pace 
Springs and dampers are duplicated both sides, The cars and the Dunlop tyres were de- advisable. For him, the present gear ratio is 
‘ed immediately before and behind signed together, the styling being largely in- welll chosen, but a really fast driver would 
of the fiuenced by their proportions. After all, tyres be better off with higher gearing and use 

Fear suspension is a delight to the engineer as big as these are a fine sight and no less petrol, too. 


Interiors are similar, too. Left, the Jaguar and right, the Daimler. 
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Road test 


Left, the Jaguar si 

‘The Double-Six pulls the same gear ratio 
but it peaks at 6000 rpm instead of 4500 rpm. 
This means that it will be doing over 140 mph 


before it gets into the red, a speed which 
comes up incredibly quickly, and even 145 
mph can eventually be squeezed out of it 


However, whereas 120 mph Is an easy speed at 
which almost anybody can drive, 140 mph is 


& bit dicey onthe public road with other 
traffic about. It’s different for professional 
drivers, who keep in practice, but most people 
do 140 mph in the bar much more often 


than they do It on the road. 

‘Thus, the extra performance of the Double 
Six will seldom be used to the full. The 
XJGL is so smooth that the V-12 could 
scarcely be smoother and there's little differ: 
fence in the sound level, Both cars accelerate 
sufficiently rapidly to be rarely fully extended, 
but the reserve of power of the V-12 Is mos! 
enjoyable, even if infrequently exploited. There 
fare certainly many prospective owners who 
have no need of the extra performance and 
who will therefore choose the simpler engine 
‘on fuel consumption grounds, not to mention 
price. 

There's more to it than that, however. The 
Borg. Warner automatic transmission Is far 
better than that originally used on Jaguars, 
Dut it is not as smooth as some recent sys 
tems hailing from  Billancourt and  Stras: 
bourg, for example. 1 am allowed to be very 
critical when testing cars of the highest 
quality and I think that the XJ6L is occasion 
ally let down by a surprising jerk in changing 
gear. The V-12 offends much less in this res 
ect, probably because it is not usually being 
Pressed so hard. Perhaps 1 am being hyper 
Critical, but any lack of refinement is foreign 
to cars of this exalted rank 

The roadholding, both on wet and dry 
roads, is in a class apart. For the ultimate 
In handling qualities, the suspension geometry 
of a modern racing car should be copied as 
closely as possible. The popular semi-trailing 


The long wheelbase Jaguar is slightly lighter than its Daimler V12 counterpart. 


arm rear end is well enough with front. 
wheel drive, but when the power goes to 
the rear wheels it tends to change its res 


ponse too much between power-on and power: 
Of. The Jaguar-Daimler design has trancverse 


links, as in racing practice, and the absence 
of slip-joints in the driveshafts is an immense 
advantage. Few designers realise that drive 
shaft. slip-joints may become almost solid 


under maximum torque, with disastrous effects 
18 roadholding. 

It's pleasant to be able to say that all the 
theoretical advantages are realised. In spite of 


their considerable weight, both vehicles handle 
impeccably, especially on wet roads. Per 
sonally, 1 would prefer higher-geared st 
but perhaps some owners would the 


the response too quick. The steering is rather 
light, yet somehow one soon feels at home 
nd the cornering power is very high indeed. 
DF some unknown reason, I felt that 1 could 
fling the V-12 into comers even quicker than 
the lighter car, but both were utterly safe 
and completely predictable. The brakes have 
a formidable task, but again racing practice 
followed and one can drive really 
‘worrying about fading 
ride is leveland the suspension is 
fairly soft, but there is no sick-making wallow 
ing or dive under braking. At very low 
speeds, small bumps can be felt, but this is 
Unavoldable with high-speed tyres at the pre: 
sent stage of the art 
It’s a. pity that T must report some small 
faults ‘with both cars. The Jaguar had. a 
momentary failure of its told-starting device, 
which was at once overcome when I intro: 
Guced a squirt of petrol into the engine, but 
it shouldn't have happened. The Daimler 
broke the belt driving the air-conditioning 
refrigerator pump and if it made no differ: 
ence to the running of the car, again it should 
not have happened. These cars are very near 
the top, but total reliability is essential if 
they are to reach the pinnacle 


In spite of rising prices, the XJ6L and the 
Double-Six still offer incomparable value, For 

silence, smoothness, roadholding, and 
wonderful feeling of power in reserve, 
they are almost beyond comparison. No car 
can overcome the frustrations of modern 
Griving conditions, but even the man who 
thinks he is tired of motoring can regain 
his enthusiasm with such magnificent 


Daimler Double - 
& 
Jaguar XJ6 L 


(automatic’s) 
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FOR JAGUAR AND DAIMLER 
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other specifications 
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24-28 BOSTON PLACE, 
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Tel : 01-262 6693 
Sales and service 
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Tom Watkinshaw in the V6 Ford-powered F5000 Modus — 


“the car can do fantastic things, 


One year old and set 
for a bright future... 


CHRIS WITTY visits Modus Cars 


‘A lull in the sound of racing engins 
into view. A few eyes scan upward: 
some large bee looking for a flower 


Savory, owner of Modus Cars and a very 
‘copter's Mi 


-six liquid-cooled Lycoming engine 
hoo. No mad rush of people. No girls. No fan 


ls broken by the thumping throb of = helicopter hoving 
¢ a superb Bell Jetranger 

to extroct the pollen, Wisallng 

Whirlybird descends, the distinctive orange and white colours announcing 


overhead, like 
tall, the bright 
arrival of Teddy 
his own right. The 


Just a Very successful businessman finding 


It more economical to fly to race meetings these days to watch his racing ears perform on the 


race track. 
Where: 


being a self-made man and pursuing one of his particul 
been actively involved in motor sport for a couple of years now, as an entrant 


he hi 


almost a year since he created Modus Cars alongside hi 
Norfolk. One year old and already a substantial mot 
Jo Marquart, we visited the company recently to see exactly 
Tittle more about Teddy Savory. 


‘going on and to find out 
Approaching his middle thirties, Teddy Savory 
could well be regarded as the saviour of Wat- 
ton, a small East Anglian town situated in the 
middle of Norfolk and nct very far from 
Snetterton, or for that matter, Lotus. Every: 
thing in Watton is more or less owned by one 
of Savory's companies, the largest of which 
is his highly profitable property developing 
business. 

‘On the road into Watton, having approached 
from the direction of ‘Thetford, a majestic 
looking group of buildings catches your atten. 
tion. You notice the name—Barn Ruche 
(French for bee-hive) and buzz on into the 
town centre, before emerging onto the local 
modern industrial trading estate where Jorg 
Obermoser's vast Mercedes Benz racing car 
transporter -acts as a landing beacon and a 
directional finder for Modus Cars. Greeted by 
the ever smiling Jo Marquart, a coffee is 
placed in front of you and thus the story 
Unfolds. 

Born and bred in Watton, Teddy Savory 
started with nothing. Marquart, who has been 
a close friend of his since his days at GRD, 
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Lord Alexander Hesketh is 2 total extrovert, Teddy Savory Is an ideal comparison 


‘weaknesses? Motor racing. Although 
it is 

impressive emporium in Watton, 

racing organisation headed by forms 


told us that Savory’s rise to fame and fortune 
more or less started with a little shack where 
during the evening hours, when he wasn't 
working as an architect, ‘he would design 
things like “pig sties.” Gradually the work 
Decame increasingly profitable and Savory 
moved into an office ‘over the local Lloyds 
bank in Watton. From there, he took over a 
group of old disused barns just outside the 
town and thus Barn Ruche was created. Teddy 
Savory’s main offices are most impressive and 
are a reflection of the success of his companies 
While he was embarking on his foriune-seek 
ing career, the windswept wastes of Snet 
terton crackled with exhaust notes and Savory 
rushed off to sample the experiences of the 
race track. We're told he was quite successful 
in his own right racing mainly saloon cars 
from BMC Minis to Ford Capris, the most 
notable being a few outings in Mick Hill's 
S-litre Boss Capri in 1972. 

However, he was forced out of active com. 
petition by business pressure from Mercantile 
Credit, in which Savory is a director. It was 
then that Savory turned from racer to entrant 


That was at the beginning of last year with 
Mo Harness in Formula 3 

It is of particular interest to break down 
the construction of the Savory empire as 
Modus Cars are very much a part of it and 
Intend to remain so. Savory directs a company 


“ It’s got out of hand... and 
we've spent £60,000 instead 


of the planned £25,000, but Ted 
still seems to be happy 


called Mervest who buy the land while Ed. 
ward E. Savory, based at Barn Ruche, is the 
architectural practise. Then there's Modus 
Developments who actually build the houses 
and, until quite recently, there was a company 
who sold the houses, but this has been super: 
ceded for various reasons and the houses are 
now sold through David Bedford Estate Agents 
of which Savory is a majority shareholder 
Add to that the Modus Service Centre, which 
is a garage in Watton that services all the 
company cars and acts as a run-of-the-mill 
fuel ‘station too. Then there's an arable farm 
where Savory keeps a large collection of hor- 
ses and a game farm where he breeds thou 
sands of pheasants. One of his hobbies is 
shooting game. Then there's a double glazing 
business with premises on the industrial estate 
developed by Savory’s major company and of 


AUTOSPORT NOVEMBER 14, 1974 


‘course Modus Cars, That's just a brief synop- 
Sis of part of Savory's empire and an amazing 
rise to success, despite the governments that 
have come and gone during that time. 

‘Savory's entry into racing as an entrant 
began with a pair of F3 Ensigns for Mo Har 
ness, largely on the advice of Jo Marquart, 
Who, at that time was still involved at GRD. 
Marquart, who is Swiss, spent his early career 
working at Lotus and McLaren where he was 
in charge of most projects from the McLaren 
M8 CanAm car to the M19 Formula 1 machine 
At the time, Gordon Coppuck was concentrat 
ing on design work for Indianapolis and the 
work load was more or less split within the 
organisation. 

‘Marquart left just as the M19 was taking 
shape, the project being taken over by Ralph 
Bellamy who'd joined from Brabham, “It had 
always been an ambition of mine to have my 
‘own. business,” recalls Marquart and so he 
became involved at the birth of Huron Cars 
He doesn't like to talk very much about. it 
but suffice to say that he moved on to GRD 
where he became more involved than he had 
originally intended. From there, he relinquished 
his position and joined Modus towards the end 

f last year, having convinced Savory that 
for all the money you've spent last year, 
why don't you do. something like building 
Your awn cars? So he asked me for a budget 
which I prepared, and he said okay, ‘we'll 
tun an F3 and ‘maybe build one or two 
replicas.’ It's got out of hand,” laughed 
Marquart, and’ we've spent £60,000 instea 

fof the planned £25,000 but Ted still seems 
to_be happy.” 

The choice of an Ensign F3 and Harness 
never quite hit tt off, nor did the addition of 
a brand new March later in. the season 
although the hard charging local lad did try, 
fand quite hard on occasions. With Marquai 
taking over the helm of the new firm and 
ready to nurse it through the tender months 
to manhood, Formula 3 was viewed as the 
best way to go once more and after careful 
consideration, Marquart plumped for one of 
lait’ year's Formula Ford stars Bob Arnott 


But it was not to be a fruitful relacionship. 
“'T think the pressure of a works drive was 
too ‘much for him,” said Marquart. Te was 


about that time that Tony Brise, the talened 
ex-kartist from Kent who had failed to secure 
a worthwhile drive for the season was 


attacking the relatively new Formula Atlantic 
races with his F3 March. 

Marquart recalls his first_ meeting with 
Brise, "Tony was racing at Snettesicn with 
his March and he had a shunt. He though: we 
suit had our March from last year and he 
Was wondering whether he could borrow some 
bits. "Well, it had gone but we were looking 
for another driver then and Tony sald ‘wel 
why not-me!’ We didn't think of Tony 
Because I'd thought he was tied up some 
how.” 


‘One comer of the modern Modus factory (s devoted to assembling the new 
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Jo Marquart—running the show 
———E, 


“ ... although if we'd had a bit 
more development and run 
Danny Sullivan, we would have 
given March a run for their 
money ” 


——___———_ 


For Ted's benefit, they built up an F3 car 
for Tony so mice down at Monaco and sub: 
sequently the Nurburgring. Brése finished 2nd 
to Tom Pryce around the houses. However, 
the main attack was now centred on Atlantic 
‘What we did in Atlantic surprised a lot 
of people. We took the F3 car as i was, still 
Dn harrow tyres and fied the different engine 
We stil ran the Hewland Mk 9 geaioox and 
everything else as in F3. We just adjusted 
the rear suspension geomecry for the larger 
er on. I think in Atlantic we've proved 
Wf you're flexible, you can do so much 
T'know. we ‘stared mid-season in 
and we've really caught up. finishing 
3rd in the John Player series at the end. We 
lost by sheer hard luck when Tony went off 
on the warming up lap at Oukon. For all that 
‘would have been only about two points 
behind he eventual sevies winner. 
‘We have changed the car so much and the 
things we've played around with are countless 


It’s so much easier having the people you need 
near you. If we had stared from the 
beginning of the season, # would have been 
ent story I'm sure," added Marquart: 

rmula 3 project was quieily forgotten 

abous for the tkne being "although if we'd 
had a bit more development and tun Danny 
Sullivan, we would have given Mazch a run 
for their money" and the small company 
carried on, diversifying here and there and 
Raining respect all the time, Marquart had 
fetained his. close relationship with | the 
wealkhy German. racing enthusiast Jorg 


* One thing is certain and that 
is you have to design a car that 
is specifically an F2 car. You 
can’t just take a car out of the 
production line. | won't want to 
sell it to customers anyway “ 


Obermoser from thelr. 4 
Obermoser had commissioned Marquart and 
Modus to produce scone cars for him du:cng 
the season. As Marquart had devigned the 
GRD 2-lire sporcs car which Obermoser had 
subsequently designated the ToJ, Marquart was 
still well involved. “We're very much of the 
same character,” said Marquart, “consequently 
2 good business relationship still exists.” For 
Ineance Obermoser has ordered ten Formula 
3 and Super Vee cars from Modus for next 
season but “as I want to concen:rate on 
Tuning a works team only next year, we 
just build him up the kits and he assembles 
them over in Germany. All we really do is 
order the sets of suspension and so forth. 
To be fair to the continentals, it’s really 
happening in England." 

‘Obermuser, besides tthe F3 and FSV orders, 
has run a prototype Marquart-designed FSV 
Tod this year for his protégé Peter 
Scharmann, the combination having finished 
second in the German Championship “with 
no developments.” Next year  Obermoser, 
besides selling his quota of cars, will run 
new Marquart designed sports car and a works 
F2 car which, Marquart says may well form 
part of a double spearhead with Tony Brise 
in the European F2 championship. 

“The nice thing about Obermoser is his 
good connections with BMW and Ford and 
that helps me keep in the know." added a 
beaming Marquart, “and 1 do the same for 
him over here." 

Venturing into F2 next year is undoubtedly 
the biggest step yet for Modus, although 
Marquart is sufficiently well versed with racing 


Wings at GRD and 
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experience to know exactly what they are 
taking on. “F2 is much nearer to Fl than 
it is w F3, 1 think it must be more 
sophisticated, ‘but not necessarily complicated 
We would approach it as if we were going 
F1 with a possible base in Europe, probably 
somewhere like  Obermoser's _ workshops 
which is about five minutes from Hockenheim. 
However, R would have its snags but i's a 
fair way off at the moment. We won't start 
Work on the F2 cars certainly until we've got 
Obermoser's cars out of the way at the end 
of this month. One thing is certain and that 
is you have to design a car that is 
‘specifically a Formula 2 car. You can't just 
take a ear out of the production line. 1 won’ 
want to sell it to customers anyway.” 


————————— 


“ My personal aim is to make 
Modus cars stand on its own 
two feet. We have good people 
here, just eight of us, and all 
highly skilled craftsmen “ 


rs 


That brought up another point. Customer 
cars. Would Marquart want Modus to become 
similar to March, GRD or even Lola?” N 
not at all. Never ever." He was emphatic 
have no intention whatsoever if I can help 
it. My_ personal alm Is 10 make Modus Cars 
stand on its own two feet. We have all very 
good people here, just eight of us and all 
highly skilled craftsmen. Each one is a top 
man in his particular type of business, If 
you grow oo big too quickly, you then. get 
the bad elements, and because of that the 
quality suffers. I would prefer to get bigger 
gradually, just employing one or two people 
now and ‘again. Remember, if you get far too 
Iarge and along comes a crisis, you have to 
make people redundant which I'don't want to 
do. 1 feel 1 owe them a living and as they give 
their best to me, I would like to give my best 
to them. For example, when the fuel crisis 
was on, we already ‘had alternative plans 
to make gun-racks for Range Rovers! Its 
@ pain in the neck to us now but they sell. T 
think we sell something Like five a week, 
although Griston Engineering, who are jus 
down the road, are doing everything for us 
now. I think the shooting season Is about to 
start! Failing that, we would have made all 
the ducts for the warm-air heating in Ted's 
houses. It would have kept the people here 
We were offering them alternative employ 
ment and if they wanted ¢o leave, ik was up 
to. them: 

Marquart mentioned the trap of trying to 
grow too fast, and one could understand his 


Destined for Jorg Obermoser in Germany is Marquart's latest 2-litre sports car design which 


will become known as TOJ. 
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winning the John Player seri 


Derek Wilde (left) formerly 
Schnitzer BMW 
to the F2 car. 


Tom Walleinshaw. 
Was the F500 car a mistake? 


n. We did everything about 
n as we tried 100 per 
a8 we did eventually in Atlantic. 


Modus gave Tony Brise a chance in Formula Atlantic for which he repaid them by almost 


As for 1975, we don't want to run 
a works effort in Atlantic although we would 
sell cars if people wanted them. 

Regarding the F5000 project, it had come 
about when Ford's tex: and development driver 
Tom Walkinshaw, who had been running a 
semi-works Modus in Atlantic, crashed the 
car heavily at the British Grand Prix meeting, 
Remembering that Marquart had designed the 


* Knowing what | now know 

about the 3.4 litre engine, 

I'd really like to have a go at 

it next year. .. . |honestly 

hope we can continue. The car 

can do fantastic things. 


car to accept virtually any form of engine, 
Tom was anxious to move on nto F500, 
especially as Ford had provided him with the 
new Cosworth-developed Ford 34-litre V6 
engine out of the Cologne Capris, 
Marquart agreed (o carry out the tran 
formation although “it was a considerable 
strain to get the car ready in time.” In 
three races, the car didn't fare too well con- 
sidering the pre-race publicity that had pre. 
ceded it. However, Marquart was quick to 
defend the project. “Knowing what I know now 
about the 3.4-litre engine, I'd really like to 
have a go at it next year. Tom has been in 
Germany. recently and we're talking to him 
about next year, I honestly hope that we can 
continue. The car can do fantastic things. 
After all, the car is so much better around the 
corners and under braking than the other 
F5000s. There are so many advantages you 
can gain with that engine, 1 might not be 
a5 powerful as the others but if Cosworth 
can find another 30 or 40 bhp, and I can make 
the car about 70 Ib lighter and develop it a 
bit, T 
money, ion their 
development programme. When you look at the 
other cars, they're approaching the flat curve 
of development while we're still down here 
Next year will be a different story.” 
Providing that they can achieve the results 
in F2 and F3 next year with the same cool 
and calculated approach to what they have 
already achieved in one short year, were 
Modus, Teddy Savory and Jo Marquart at 
all interested in Formula 1? Would. they 
find themselves becoming actively involved ? 
“Yes, I would like to,” said Marquart, and 
1 think we will. The company is here to stay 
‘most definitely." It_was at this point that 
Marquart discussed Formula 1 at some length, 
explaining that various changes that he's seen 
evolve since his last foray with the McLaren 
M19. It was a. designer speaking most 
definitely, a man who loves to create racing 
cars anda man who's helping another man 
achieve an ambition. “1 would like to spend 
10 hours a day on the drawing board,” 
explained Joe, “I don’t want to make money 
out of racing. I'd sooner have a winning car 
and a good car at that."" One gets the feeling 
that Teddy Savory would agree. 
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Richard Morgan and Frank Hopper prepare for their superb semi-final battle 


SNETTERTON 


Superiority confirmed 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS Pictures by MIKE DIXON 


After a really superb dle: 
Hopper scored a convincing on 
(East Anglian centre 

of the ber 


in thelr semi-final, the Cros 

‘two In the Formula Ford f 
Their semi-final battle ov 
and, at the same time, cleanest Formula Ford dices ever seen but, in the final 


‘at Snetterton on Sunda: 


of Richard Morgan and. Frank 
tival final run by the BRSCC 
10 laps was one 

the 


was no doubt about Morgan as he drew away (o a 7.7 s victory. Hopper was an equally con- 


vineing second, while third, after a good effort consid 


aide could have been Syd Fox, but after tremendous drive in the 


ring his main playground has been 
je thorn in the 
ymi-final, the 


petrol pump of the Mac MeKinstry Hawke rendered itself useless. A rather smaller ‘than 


cars, and weighed 

Practice was held on the Saturday prior 
to ruceday, with five different sessions of 
‘approximately 20 minutes, although as this 
was untimed, some drivers felt that they 
could have had longer. Grids were based on 
selection and some ndividual timing, but as 
there were, eventually, to be four heats, two 
semi-finals and a final, i was all fairly 
academic anyway. 

‘The entry Included most of the fast, 
requiar Formula Ford runners; with the ex: 
ception of Patrick Neve and Derek Lawrence 
who were in South America, Robert Joubert 
‘who has returned to South Africa, and some 
of the Scotsmen who chose not to make the 
long journey. Stephen South decided not to 
turn up, and Kenny Gray damaged tis Van 
Diemen ‘sufficiently to enforce withdrawal, but 
lent his engine to Roy Kiomfass who decided 
to race his British Air Fertes Hawke DLI1 
40 the only DLI2 present, which looks a 
lite ike the earlier DLO bur with the side 
radiators flared more into the bodywork, was 
ig the hands of Ken Silverstone. Richard 
Hawkins knocked a comer off his Dulon with 
another driver's help, but was able to prac- 
tise again with a comer off Bill Durlachers 
simtlar car, and got himself a new front 
corner for raceday. 

Two drivers rejoined the ranks of Formula 
Ford for this race only, after mixed seasons. 
Don MacLeod, who had hoped to go F2 this 
year but couldn't find the necessary and has 
had one race in Atlantic, was handed on a 
Crossie by Syd For, despite tempsing offers 
by Van Diemen, in which, of course, he won 
this race last year. Instead, Ralph Firman 
offered the latest car to Bob Arnott, who has 
had an abortive season in P3 and probably 
would have been Van Diemen's works driver 
this year but for his P3 season, Further inter 
est in the Van Diemen team was that Bernard 
Vermitio was running a Minister engine, the 
one hat Firman bought and discovered hed 
the higher compression ratio, but this was 
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ry turned out for the third festival, but the racing w: 


ever to thrill 
the first three 


close 
ngines of 


Syd Fox leads the 
Morris, Needell, Young and Walsh begin their 
second-place tussle. 


ut right and David Minister was in constant 
attendance in the Van Diemen team although 


this. didn’ 
happy, 

‘A new and enthusiastic sponsor's name 
was to be seen on the side of Tiff Needell 
and Frank Bradley's Eldens. The Sponsor was 
Durex, the contraceptive, but it appears that 
in these days when the Government is en- 
couraging sex education, the RAC would 
prefer it not to be mixed up in motor racing, 
and chey deemed that the sponsors’ stickers 
should nor be more than a certain size. Apart 
from the obvious jokes, there were many 
wellwishers hoping for a lack of punctures, 
while Tiff's lady. was busily dreaming up 
slogans like an experienced copywriter. 

Although raceday dawned" bright and 
sunny, there were two incidents €o cast a 


make the mea from Scholars too 


shadow over the opening proceedings. John 
Hall, an Elden driver, discovered that som 

one ‘had taken a fancy to his carburetter in 
his hotel car park, and then Mike Keegan 
of British Air Ferries pulled all the high 
tension wires on to the All while landing his 
aeroplane. However, a generator was quickly 
rigged up for the. vital services, alkhough 
there was no public address for the first 
two heats, 

Peter White leapt into the Jead of heat 
one in the DJ Bond Royale closely followed 
by Elden's Fred Sigafoos, despite the pre- 
sence cf Richard Morgan, but by the end of 
lap three, after some pretty demon over- 
taking, Morgan was heading the field, Behind 
him, Sigatoos held his position in’ second, 
but slowly was caught by Matthew Angenti’s 
Van Diemen and White, Argenti departed the 
scene at Sear when his throttle stuck open, 
so White closed sufficiently on Sigafoos to 
take aver second place. Hawkins also 

|, but spun in the middle of Ru 
sell, 20 Rupert Keogan came home fourch 
from a steady Jeremy Rossiter in the Spax 
Triple C Reynard, with Hawkins just behind, 

Bernard Vermilio quickly jumped Into the 
lead of heat two, but once Frank Hopper had 
got by fellow Crossle driver Pato Nunez, he 


pee — 
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climbed up and had taken Vermilio by tap 
three, Roy Klomfass too got by Nunez early 
on and was soon by Vermilio and starved £0 
haul in Hopper. The Irishman thought he 
was a backmarker, and it was only very late 
in the day that he reapplied the pressure and 
just took victory by 0.2 s. Oil at the Esses 
made the finishing order 3 little funny, with 
some drivers losing out to others, and Nunez 
‘was one to find the disadvantage, although 
he finished a comfortable fourth. Once he had 
disposed of David MacCullum’s Van Diemen, 
Frank Bradley quickly caught up to Roger 
Orgee's Dulon, snd the two had a massive 
dice over the Iast three Isps, Bradiey just 
taking the place on the same time. Irishman 
Bernard Devaney was next in his Crossle, 
‘Syd Fox quickly grabbed a good lesd in 
the next heat with Rick Morris following, but 
Morris soon became involved in a huge dice 
for the place with Lou de Marco's Merlyn, 
Rob Wicken's Merlyn, Don MacLeod's Cros- 
sle, Chris Mudge’s Merlyn, and Wil Arif's 
Biden. Bob Arnott had been involved with 
this Tet, but spun early on at Sear and in 
the end it was de Marco who took second 
from Morris, MacLeod, Mudge, and Wicken, 
with Adrian’ Reynard doing well to tow him- 
self up to them, although they were covered 


idge and MacLeod. Below, Vermillo runs wide, 
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by 1.8 5. Arif was next, with Amctt in tenth 
place. Alistair Cameron had one of the big- 
ger accidents of the day, hitting the Russell 
Tytag sideways and rolling over and up the 
bank, fortunately over the iron railings to 
land’ cn the spectator side of the bank. 
Mereifully, he was uninjured and the car was 
later recovered through the spectator fence 
fas it no longer was anywhere near the track! 

Tiff Needell was quickly joined in the lead 
of heat four by Tim Brise’s Elden, Jim 
Walsh's Van Diemen and Mike Young's 
similar car. After three laps, Brise just got 
fractionally away and left | the others to 
battle it out. Needell led most of the time, 
buc Young just took the place @: the finish 
with Needell next and then Walsh. Phil Dow- 
yex's Tuan, looking slightly the worse for 
wear, came next ahead of the buntling Eddie 
Jordan from the Mondelio Racing Drivers 
‘and Mike King's Lola, the former 


The first of the semi-finals produced a 
really fabulous dice for the lead between 
two old friends —and sparring partners — 
Frank Hopper and Richard Morgan in their 
Crossles. It was exacly what Formula Ford 
should be, with the two fighting for every 
fone of the 10 laps and providing really 
exciting, close and clean racing. On every 
Jap, the lead changed either at the Esses or 
phs straight or both, and at the end, there 
Was but) a nosecone in it in favour of 
Richard Morgan. Ik was superb stuf, 

This excellent dice dominated proceed. 
ings, but % also allowed Roy Kiomfass’ third 
placed Hadke to creep ever closer. Kiomfass 
had shaken off Peter White's Royale, and 
by the end, was 3.4 5 away from the battling 
Cros hough he'd been closer. Richard 
Hawkins also got the better of White, and 
abchough the driving wasn't so good down 
this end of the field, and distinctly ragged 
it the Esses, there was a good battle be- 
tween Vermilio and White for fifth place, 
which went to Vermilio in the end, the Var 
Diemen driver not feeling as happy as he 
might wah the Minister engine. Rossier 


Rupert Keegan had gor involved with Bill 
Durlacher's Dulon at Sear causing a plug 
Tead to come off which dropped hie out of the 
running for the day. Pato Nunez found 
himself without any track and last on lap 
one, but drove like a demon to finish 
eighth. Back at the Russell banking, Roger 
Orgee ‘tried to emanate Cameron but found 
4 loudspeaker pole in the way and tried to 
climb that instead, again, and fortunately, 
without Injury. Arnott was another to lose 
out after various coming togethers and 
enforced retirement. 

It looked as though the second heat might 
start without Syd Fox, for the Hawke 
wouldn't fire in the paddock, and as he 
eventually took his third row’ grid position 
‘after @ push start, a number of people were 
quick 0 note that he didn't restart his 
engine, Be that as it may, there was no 
doubt that he made one of the best starts 
ever in Formula Ford, and by Riches he 
was second to Tony Brise, had caken the 
Elden driver by Sear, and had a 08 5 lead 

the end of lap one. There was no holding 
im ‘either, for on lap two, the gap to 
second was 15 s and be just extended it 
thereafter (0 a real runaway win. 

‘One factor that aided his progress was 
the massive struggle for second place, for 
Brise was initially challenged by Walsh and 
Needell, and finally by about half of the 
rest of the field. At half distance, 10 cars 
were covered by 3.5 s, with Needeli or Brise 
leading, then Rick Morris taking a turn 
and finelly Jim Walsh coming up to take 
second by 1s from Needell. Behind these 
two, Brise was being caught by Don Mac- 
Leod, but Brise spun during an overtaking 
manoeuvre at Sear and MacLeod clipped 
the spinning Elden to enforce immediate 
Fetirement on the last lap, while Brise 
staggered straight into the Paddock. Behind 
Morris, then, came Mike Young, and Phil 
Dowsett on the same time, Adrian Reynard, 


Lou de Marco and Eddie Jordan, all dicing 
in this scramble with Rob Wicken next. 
Despite ehe closeness of racing, it was tidier 
than the previous semi-final,’and more, very 
close racing. 

‘And so to the 20 laps final. Fox had 
ancther good start to lead away from Morgan, 
Kiemfass and Hopper, with Klomfass in 
cecond at Sear, and then back to fourth by 
the end ef the lap. However, the McKinstry 
Hawke was only to last one lap before the 
pecrol pump over reached itself and the 
Sting was really out of the race, Even 0, 
Hopper was just 1 s away from Morgan, 
with Hawkins coming up 40 depose Kiomfass 
too, wich Vermilio next. Hawkins in fact 
got by Hopper on lap four, but only briefly 
‘and just behind, Klomfass had a gearbox full 
cf Vermilio, who also got by a lap later. 
However, 25 3 behind Morgan, Hopper was 
fa little safer back in second ‘again on tap 
five, while Klomfass was not giving up 
chasing the Van Diemen. Peter White had 
fought’ through to sixth and Morris had 
already retired after a chop had taken off 
his mosecone and radiator. 

By Jap seven, Hopper had pulled out a 
u ore from Hawkins while Peter White 
was now leading a erain comprising Walsh, 
Rossiter, Needell and Nunez. This was still 
the case after 10 laps, although Klomfuss 
had got by Vermilio’s fractionally off song 
Van Diemen and had started to pull away. 
Morgan had extended his lead to over 5 6 
and Pete White had lost out to Rossier, then 
Needell and Nunez, all dicing hard. De Marco 
had Jordan to contend with, and Rob Wicken 
was beading the nex bunch, all eagre to 
get by. 

The first two positions at this stage looked 
pretty certain for Morgan and Hopper, wich 
the former still pulling out about 0.2's per 
Jap, but the real battle was going to be 
joined by Hawkins and Klomfass, for the gap 
was ever decressing. By tap seventeen, they 
were nose to tall, and although Kiomfass got 
by imo Riches, ‘Hawkins came back again 
briefly, but had to give best a lap inter and 
the South African led the New Zealander 
‘across the line by 0.4 5. Vermilio came next, 

ind following Rossiter retiring with a fuel 
tank too small for the 20 laps after a truly 
excellent showing, Walsh came up to take 

je next baitle from White and Needell. De 
Marco managed to pull away a litle from 
Jerdan on the last lap after a good showing 
by the Irishman, everyone having moved up 
couple of places after Rossiter’s retirement 
aod @ spin from Nunez. Reynard upheld his 
marque's honour by coming home eleventh 
having got by Wicken who was chased home 
by Bradley's Elden and Mike Young's Van 
Diemen, Not the most thrilling final, but one 
tha: showed why the Formula regards Richard 
Morgan as champion, and a day that showed 
Formula Ford to be one of the most closely 
contested Formulae, if not the most closely 
conteed. 
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MIKE WRIGLEY'S 


IMAGE 


WINS HIM RACES 


Image FF1 in kit form for only £545 gets you into the 
racing scene. Stop watching it from the sides and be 
there with them, 


All you need is a kit and some inexpensive manu- 
facturer’s proprietary components, a few months’ 
simple assembly and you have @ very fest race- 
winning Image Formula Ford. 


Formula Ford racing should be inexpensive and certainly the 
ideal formule for potential single seater drivers. The image 
Now brings this ideal within every racing team's grasp. 


Whether it is, just you and your mechanic or full blown 
facing outfit. if you want to go motor racing build up an 
image kit over the rest of the year and get an entry in for 
Boxing Day | 


“Your Image is there to win“ 


Write or ‘phone for details to: Vera Saunders (Sales), 
F.SAL. Cars Ltd, Newcroft Estate, Tangmere, Sussex. Tel : 024- 
363 446 and she will send you details by return, or contact 
Mike Wrigley Racing on 061-273 1432/061-439 3593 
(Manchester). Any export queries/sales to: Manderet Ltd, on 
021-748 1447 (Biemingham). 


CONTACT 
RACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


THE STABLES 
GREEN END ROAD, CAMBRIDGE 
Tel: Cambridge 44193 


24 hour ansaphone 


For preparation and repair on 
Formula Ford to Formula Atlantic 


FORMULA FORD 


ScuoLar RACING ENGINES 


are on the move. For the best 


in Formula Ford Engines 


Contact us at our new address : 
Building 25, Martlesham Heath 
Ipswich, Suffolk 
Tel : 047-362 2855 as before. 


AND FOR 1975 
ROYALE RP21 F/FORD 


Designed to accept 


low or 2000 ce Pinto engine. 
Tested and ‘fully eve 


PRICE in sub os 


Betivery"on the hi 


ony 1385 


el.: Colmworth 609. 


Congratulation 


RICHARD MORGAN 


ON WINNING THE FORMULA FORD FESTIVAL AT 
SNETTERTON USING 


R.A.C. APPROVED MINISTER POWER 


MINISTER RACING ENGINES 
65 Sidney Road, Sidcup, Kent 
Tel : 01-826 7069 


We will shortly be moving to new premises 


aan 


AUTOSPORT NOVEMBER 14, 1974 


Roger Gill leads an exciting 850 battle taking the chequered flag. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Day saved by the 850s 


If you arrived Jate for the Clubman’s meeting 
put on jointly by TEAC and the Mid-Surrey 
‘Auto Club a¢ Brands Hatch on Sunday, the 
‘chances are you missed it atogether! The 
organisers made a 1 pm start and, with dark 
clouds on the western horizon, ‘seven, 
Faces were quickly dispensed with and every- 
fone was back in the bar by 3.45. There was 
little In the programme to inspire the 
spectators, only the free formula 850 saloon 
car race producing any excitement. With most 
of the action going on at Snetterton, a mere 
14 cars took the flag for the Formula Ford 
race, Th's was the final of the TEAC 
Championship, and although Miki Dee won 
the race the title went to Don Smith. Geoff 
Glikes added to his tally of wins in the TEAC 
Mini 7 Championship, and the other most 

‘otable success went to John Turner, who 
\w off Nick Whiting’s Escort with 
The two fastest_men in practice for the 
Mini 7 race, Geoff Gilkes and Alan Corbishley. 
held the same positions in the TEAC 
championship and couldn't be chatlenged 
This was just as well, because Gilkes was 
lucky ‘to race after stuffing his car into the 
straw bales at Paddock on the warnfing-up 
tap and Corbisbley's sick car could barely 
Stagger off the grid after a push start. Third 
fastest. man Hugo Hoyle led until talfway 
round the third Ip, by werch time Gilkes 
had convinced ‘himself that damage to Wis car 
in the warmup incident was only superficial, 
and the went ahead for good. Hoyle held on 

nd these two were we'l 
ext trio, Bob Vanson, John 
West and Richard Hamlyn, waltzed off the 
track together at Clearways’on lap three. im 
Robertson was handed third place but Robert 
‘Addison and, on the last lap, Frank Gillibrand, 
pushed him down to fifth by the end. 

Barry Foley and this St Bruno smoked to 
an eiy victory in the Clubman's Formula 
race, winning the tmpressive Pole Position 
trophy Inthe process. Barry's business part- 
ner and racetrack rival Noel Stanbury may 
have given him a good run but first had to 
get to grips with an unfamiliar car, the ex- 
Derek Cook U2, tn place of his Gryphon. 
Stanbury came up from a fifth row start to 
be third into Druids on lap two, but after 
pushing Richard Groombridge (Hustler) for 
Several laps he pulled in with the diff making 
nasty nolses. The pressure on Groombridge 
was therefore eased, but David Orbell (U2) 
made up ground in’ the closing stages and 
Wasn't far behind at the finish. tan Bracey. 
already penalised a minute for jumping the 
Start, was having one of bis better runs in 
the ibec until the eighth Iap, which saw tim 
{af foul of an ofly patch at Bottom Bend. 
‘The Ibec performed a quick 360 degree spin 
and resumed after a brief delay, bur Herb 
‘Moger was put right off his stride by all this 
‘and spun gently into the barrier. 

‘Race of the day was the 850 special saloon 
race, witich brought together many of the 
front runners in this class in the 1974 saloon 
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championships. Bob Shepherd did well to 
put his Mini at the top of the pack in 
Practice, ahead of Peter Crouch's Longman 
car, David Enderby’s Mini and the Imo of 
Roger Gill, but Shepherd tooked a tit sheep- 
igh after 

last ‘on the first lap. 
thereafter held the lead from Crouch and 
Gill, with Peter Day draping back in fourth 
place’ Gil moved into second place on lap 
two and sliced pase Enderby at Paddock on 
tap four, but the Minis were quicker on the 
bends and were determined to give the Imp 
driver a hard time. The apex of Clearways 
‘Seemed the favourite place to try overtaking, 
‘and on the penultimate tour Enderby forgot 
bis carter unsuccessful efforts to pass and 
held the tightest possible Kne to force Gill 
Into giving ‘way. Imp and Mini made contact 
and Gil was put off his stride for a second, 
letting Enderby and Crouch slip through, but 
the Imp's superior power saw it up alongside 
the two Minis as they went into Paddock 
three abreast, and at the foot of the hill it 
was Gal again from Enderby and Crouch, and 
that’s how the order stayed although they got 
mixed up with a gaggle of backmarkers. 


If there was a booby prize it would go to 
the contestants in the unlimited class cf the 
modsperts race, in which the three contest 
ants put on a display of disorganisation 
rivaled only by the BRM Grand Prix team 
But up at the front Andy Bailey drove well 
in his old. Sprite to bear Barry Wood's 
Ginetta, with Peter Vickers a distant third in 
his Sprite. There was very little place chang: 
ing. although until he pulled off with serious 
engine problems, Ronnie Woods (Ginetta) 
posed a threat to Barry Wood and may have 
given Bailey a run for his money. In fourth 
Place came Keith Ashby (Sorite), who just 
Fought off a last corner challenge by Andrew 
Major (Sprite). Back to the larger class, in 
which Tony Claydon (TVR) looked all set to 
Score a win for the W. J, Sims Transport team. 
But his plans fell flat when the car failed to 
reach Paddock on the first lap, while his team. 
mate Paul Howard (Piper), a trifling 23 s a 
lap slower than pole man, ‘covered a lap and 
a bit before resiring. The class therefore fell 
to LR. Ciark's Elan, crippled by a misfire, 
Which did seven taps to the winner's 10 but 
struggled on to complete another while Bailey 
was receiving fis awards, 

John Homewood has proved almost unbeat- 
able in oneditre saloon races, and mot just in 
the Kent Messenger championship, as he 
proved against a powerful field. His’ suprem- 
acy was never seriously challenged—his best 
lap was 2 s of his own record —and 

was somewhat flat- 
‘margin berween him 


the flag fell, but he fluffed a gear change and 
the pack engulfed him at Paddock and it was 
Homewood, Peter Baldwin (Mini) and Brian 
Prebble (imp) after @ lap. Prebble soon 


dropped out with overheating and Hall closed 
in on Baldwin, but he did not get by until 
the last lap. while Geoff Lynn made good 
progress after a first corner kerfulfle to take 
fourth glace from Alan Curnow (Mini), and 
Martyn Darnell was sixth in his Mini 

Don Smith and Miki Dee (Merlyns) stayed 
away from the Formula Ford Festival to fight 
out the TEAC championship, in which they 


came to Brands with Smith 3s ahead 
They shared fastes practice time, Smith 
having sot it first, ahead of Colin 


Bond's Elden. Dee took off into a Jead he 
never seriously looked like losing to Smith, 
who only trad to finch second to take the 
championship, but in trying to close the gap 
he spun at Clearways on the ninth Ik 
Luckily he kept the engine running and had 
enough in hand to restart still in from of 
third man Dave Lee (Lotus), but it was a 
close one for Smith, who does most of his 
winning at Lydden. Lee was lucky to come In 
Tiird, because he was headed in the early 
Stages by Bond, John Poxon (Merlyn) and 
Sohn Wybourn’ (Merlyn). He overtook 
Wybourn, was passed in turn by Brian Song- 
hurst (Royale) and then they both got ahead 
of Poxon, but things didn't really go his way 
Until Songhurst tangled with Bond at Pad: 
‘dock on lap eight and they both spun. Lee and 
Poxon found the gap but Wybourn almost 
collected ‘Songhurst and was lucky to carry 
on for fifth ahead of Ted Whitbourn, 

‘These “‘off-senson" saloon races are 
usually. the preserve of Nick Whiting and 
Gerry Marshall, bur John Turner put the cat 
among the pigeons by bringing bis Skoda 
for a rare visit to Brands, Local man Whising. 
was fourth fastest behind Turner, Brian 
Davison (Firenza) and Jeff Allam (Viva) after 
only a handful of pratice Gaps, and followed 
Turner through to be second ‘at the bottom 
‘of Paddock. He stayed with the V8 monster 
for six laps but then got held up by a back- 
marker, after which he seemed to settle for 
2 safe. second place. The Skoda's F5000 
power had proved too much even for Whit- 
ings local "knowledge. Third came Alam 
after Davison's car pulled off on the eighth 
fap, and ext. up came 1300 class leaders 
Alan ‘Weight and Anthony Westbrook, Terry 
Harmer had looked sot for another Mini win 
but n't et Iris car to start on the grid, 
Te had a fate push start bur didn't make the 
expected progress, coming home a subdued 


ninth. 
BRIAN PHILLIPS 


Giptcalngt 
tele tis oe 


FORMULA FORD SPECIALISTS 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 


* First-class repair service by factory-trained 
staff 


* Prompt attention given to any enquiry 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY 
Tel : 0332 40606 


HAWKE RACING CARS LTD. 


OFFER FOR SALE 
THEIR TWO WORKS 


HAWKE DL Tis 


of Townsend Thoresen champion 
ROY KLOMFASS and RUPERT KEEGAN 
Due to Roy going Formula 2 and Rupert going 
Formula 3. Price including spares. 


£1,750 EACH 
Will sell separately 
Terms of sale considered 
Wanted F3 wheels and tyres suitable for 
a March 


HAWKE RACING 
SWAINS FACTORY 
CRANE MEED, WARE, HERTS 


RAY FORMULA CARS 


ARE BUILDING 


2 ONLY FF 2000 CARS 
TO BE RUN AS A WORKS TEAM. DRIVERS 
OR SPONSORS WITH THE NECESSARY 

FINANCES CONTACT : 
RAY RACE 


65 NORTH STREET, CLAPHAM, LONDON, SW4 
Tel : 01-720 6976 


SPAX 


Adjustable Shock Absorbers 
FOR THE BEST SERVICE 
IN FORMULA FORD 
‘SPAX LTD 


61 FORTESS ROAD, 
LONDON, NWS. Tel : 01-485 6721 


Tel : Ware (0920) 5931/2 
The scientific 


Se Goes 
SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LIMITED 


Manufacturers, designers and stylists in 
glass reinforced plastic 
REDWONGS WAY 
HUNTINGDON TRADING ESTATE 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE 
Tel: Hunts 53537/8 


MIKE THE PIPE 


128 STANLEY PARK ROAD 
WALLINGTON, SURREY 
Tel : 01-669 1719 


Specialists in the manufacture 
of exhaust systems to order from 
Bug to Formula 5000 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Few changes for 


If you are beginning to get the 
Christmas “blues” already, take 
heart, for the “Circuit” cometh 
regulations are now avail- 
‘able for the 35th Benson and 
Hedges International Circuit of 
Ireland which will be getting on 
the road between 28th March and 
April Fools Day. This tremendous 
event starts from the Ballymena 
Showgrounds at 1 pm, and 
from here drivers will vackle 500 
special stage miles over some 
Of the most exciting rally roads 
in Europe. Total mileage is in the 
region of 1600, The delights of 
Killarney will again be laid at 
the feet of the“ Cirouit army 
for wo days, and this beautiful 
area will again be the scene of 
the famous "Sunday run” before 
the rally returns via Kilkenny to 
the finish at Larne. During the 
five day “Indian summer,” the 
rally headquarters changes three 
times; from the Adair Arms 
Hotel, Ballymena to the Great 
Southern Hotel, Killarney, and 
finally 20 the Kings Arms Hotel 
on the sea front at Lame 


Howling over one of the cireuit’s countless brows comes Jack Tordoff. 


super-Circuit 


Overall, the organisation last 
year was superb, and chere will 
be few changes this year, 
although for the first time arrow 
ing for the stages will be shown 
in “tulip” form in the road 
book. Serutineering will take 
place in Ballymena on Thursday 
March 27. Application for regula: 
tions have been flooding in 
(nearly 200 so far, half of these 
from outside Ireland), and they 
include the Ford Motor Co, Dat- 
sun, the “Lazy L” and DTV. 
However Malcolm Neill, the Clerk 
of the Course, will be in atten- 
dance at York to make quite sure 
that no one is left out. The 
Neill entourage then plan similar 
jaunts to the Tour de Corse, and 
the Swedish rally to. recruft 
International competitors. Thi 
year the prize fund will be well 
in excess of £6,000. More infor 
mation is available from the 
Ulster Automobile Club, 3 Botanic 
Avenue, Belfast BT7 iJG: tele 
phone: Belfast 21607. Either as 
Competitor, official or spectator, 
this is one occasion not to be 
missed 


Knockhill Motor 


All has turned out well for car 
44 on the RAC—the Wheelbase 
Kleber Escort RS of ex-Scottish 
champion James Rae. Financier 
Denys Dobbie is co-sponsoring 
the car with Rae's established 
support, and the Escort, 000 97M, 
will be representing ' Knockhill 
Circuit—the new motor racing 
cireult_ and complex being con- 
structed bewween Edinburgh and 
Perth. The Knockhill motor sport 
centre will be holding a full 
season of car and motor cycle 
racing next year, and after an 
RAC inspection recently has al- 
ready been granted a licence for 


Sport Centre 
sponsor James Rae for RAC 


With a helping hand 
from TEAC, the first meeting is 
scheduled for January and James 


rallycross. 


Rae will be competing at the 
inaugural meeting and regularly 
through the year. Denys Dobbie, 
ex-DART Racing Projects, said 


of the rally tieup: “This is a 
‘one-off venture but it would have 
been a great pity for one of 
Scotland's star drivers to 
eliminated before the start.” 
Denys Dobbie and Sales Director 
Alistair Black will be on hand 
‘at York before the event, and 
will be watching the progress of 
the Knockhill car over the first 
sections, 


© Peter Russek Publishing Limi 
ted will be sponsoring the Toyota 
effort in part on the RAC Rally. 
‘The Company produces a number 
of repair guides for motor 
vehicles. 


AUTOSPORT NOVEMBER 14. 1974 


© Varta Batteries Lid, are sup- 
porting the three Group 1 Alfa 
Romeo Alfasuds Tis on he RAC. 
Drivers are ice cream salesman, 
Leo Bertorelli, chartered accoun- 


Nigel Rockey fined 
—RAC tribunal 


Nigel Rockey — wallet hit, 


The result of Nigel Rockey’s 
Tribunal last week was a fine of 
£75 plus €30 costs. He admitted 
his misdemeanor and naturally 
apologised. The Tribunal made 
the point that they viewed the 
incident very seriously because 
these type of activities could lose 
Forestry Commission land to 
rallying. It will be remembered 
that Rockey was reported for 
practising on Forestry Commis: 
Sion land in Wales some weeks 
ago. 


Avon rescue Andy 


Andy Dawson is out of trouble 
courtesy of Avon. Having heard 
about last week's “job” on his 
garage, the tyre company have 
Provided him with a set of 
Safety wheels for the RAC. This 
is the first time that these ype of 
wheels will have been used in 
competition, and should enable 
‘Andy to continue quickly through 
the stage in the event of a punc 
ture. tt will be recalled that 
special chunky versions of Dun- 
lop's Denovo tyre were used ex 
perimentally on the RAC two 
years ago by Rosemary Smith 
and Brian Culcheth 


© Monday night's star-studded 
forum at Bath went off very well 
by all accounts. 320 people were 
crammed inside the hall and ap 
proximately 50 had co be turned 
away. In addition to the exalted 
Panel, other rally notables who 
just happened to be passing by 
included Markku Saaristo, Nigel 
Rockey, Ruben Borgesson, Matti 
Lamminen and Pauline Gullick, 


© Within hours of the finish of 
the RAC (or before, should mis- 
fortune overtake fim), Markku 
Alen will be jetting to Corsica 
to commence practice for the 
rally there. lkka Kivimaki is al- 
ready down there getting acclima- 
Used 


British Leyland 
back in action 


Good news from British Leyland 
the Group 2 Triumph Dolomite 
Sprint entered for Brian Cul- 
cheth/Johnstone Syer on the RAC 
‘marks the return of the company 
to a full national rally programme 
next year. Both Gl and G2 cars 
will run under the Team Uripart 
Castrol banner. Nine major UK 
events are planned and these 
activities will be closely tinked 
with sales and promotion fun and 
games for all the sponsors; and 
‘an indicator of the seriousness 
of the programme can be gauged 
from the fact that 15 Leyland 
‘Open House evenings are planned 
at dealers, and “motor sport 
celebrities and experts from Uni- 
part, Castrol, and British Leyland 
will’ be there to tell the rally 
story.” The newly formed Ley: 
land ST department will be re 
sponsible for the building and 
maintaining of the cars; and 
Richard Seth-Smith, its dynamic 
35-years-old manager, — com- 


mented: “We expect to encour- 
age the enthusiasm of British 
Leyland retailers who welcome 


such an opportunity to promote 
the corporation's products, Now 
Brian Culcheth is rally:ng close 
to home, we shall be able to d 
velop the cars more speedily 
and give him a smoother service 
during events 


Charitable support 


Chris Beynon's fire red ex-Tordoft 
Porsche Carrera remains un- 
sponsored for the RAC; he is 
however supporting another out- 
fit himself, namely the " Action 
for the Crippled Child” charity 
Local committee members of the 
charity will apparently be present 
at all main controls to accept 
your generous contributions, 


£5000 for Galway 


Advance information of | the 
forthcoming STP International 
Circuit of Galway (February 7, 
8, 9, 1075) indicates ehat the 
prize fund has been increased to 
© total of £5,000. The event will 
be run over a total of 625 miles 
of which 425 will be special 
Stages; all of these except for 
about five miles will be on tar- 
‘mac. Applications for regulations 
should be made to the Assistant 
Clerk of the Course; P. J. Dolan, 
An Foitin Stil, Inverin, Co. Gal- 
way; telepione: 091 73130. It is 
Understood that negotiations are 
currently in progress with British 
and European works teams. The 
event is included as a round of 
the European Rally Champion- 
ship. 


37 


Special stage 


Stuart Turner to run “Getaway” film 
—Ford Competition Director for BBC rally report 


“Fork Right at the Fox and 
Rabbit” will be the somewhat 
Unusual title of the BBC film of 
the 1974 RAC Rally. Brian 
Robins, who is responsible for 
the 25-minute feature, has em- 
ployed Ford Competitions Direc 
tor, Stuart Turner, to write the 
RAC film and a ntroducer 
Robins has, Turner's 
writing and com 1g talents 
on the Finnish 1000 Lakes, and 
the 1968 London to Sydney Mara. 


thon; the latter when | Stuart 
Turner made two films for the 
BBC to screen in Australia, as 
well as covering the Marathon 


Robins rates Turner as “ still one 
of the best rallying writers we 
have in Britain, as well as a top 
class competition manager.” The 
programme forms part of BBC 2's 


“Getaway” series and will be 
broadcast. on November 27 at 

45 pm. 

Ford appear to be favourites to 
win, anyway, no matter what 
ethical Implications might be 
thought £0 exist. In a competition 
run by a Welsh rally. magazine 
thelr” readers placed | Markku 
Alen as favourite by two votes 


to one for everyone else 


© It may come as something of a 
surprise to those who have not 
been studying their RAC entries 
list recently to learn that there 
fare no less than 13 Opels on the 
event; a very cosmopolitan crowd 
they are too, representing seven 
different countries : the UK, Fin 
land, Norway, Germany, Nether- 
lands and Elre. The UK are not 
surprisingly the largest contrt- 
butors with five cars, but there 
are two powerful entries from 
the German based Opel Euro 
Dealer Team for Walter Rohri 
Jochen Rerger and Lars Carlsson. 
Bob de Jong. Together with the 


Vauxhalls entered, Ford now 
outnumber GM by approximately 
3 to 1 (Ford, 61; GM, 26). 


© Peter Clarke has informed us 
that he is to be supported on the 
RAC Rally by A. and C. Factors 
(Paint) Ltd, a “Keighley based 
company who are suppliers to the 
motor trade, Clarke's garage is 
now the official Ford agent in the 
rea, and to celebrate the open 
ing of new Premises, there will 
be a “get-together” on Friday, 
November 22, at which there wili 
be rally films shown, and some 
of the Ford works team present 
Officially described as a “wine 
and cheese party, we are re 
Hiably informed that there will be 
plenty to drink there, so the 
evening promises to be a good 


Tony’s TV talk 


to all the “har- 
dened" RAC competitors, the 
sort that might be found 
lurking in a bar of the Viking oF 
the Post House/Chase/Royal 
Station establishments will be a 
feature screened on Yorkshire 
Television at 10.30 pm. The pro- 
‘gramme is “ Sport on Friday,” and 
It promises to preview the rally 
with some action footage from 
the ‘73 event, and will contain 
an “amusing” interview with 
Tony Drummond, who will be ex- 
Pounding on the lot of the private 
individual against the might of 
the work: teams. 


Of interest 


© Competing in the Clubman's 
section of the RAC rally is a G2 
Mini 1275 Cooper S driven by 
John Bowie and Mike Ticenurst 
Mike, now a rally convert, used to 
run Motor Race Enterprises (MRE) 
and during his days involved in 
circuit racing. ran such house 
id names as James Hunt (during 
the year that he won the Grove 
wood award) Howden Ganley, 
Dave Morgan and Richard Scott 
Mike has now secured. sponsor- 
ship for the remainder of this 
year (and the whole of next) from 
Treligrove Insurance Ltd of Pal. 
mers Green. The whole car has 
been prepared by Mike's com- 
pany, the Mini Centre of Twy 
ford, and next year, Bowie and 
Ticehurst will be concentrating 
on Home Internationals with the 
car. Mike started rallying at the 
beginning of this year, and the 
RAC is his first major event 
© The Withers of Winsford RAC 
entry, @ group 2 Hillman Avenger 
GT for Roy Fidler seeded at No 
83, is receiving sponsorship for 
the rally from Paces Auto Spares 
of Sandbach, Cheshire, Shell, 
Magard, Kleber and Motorcraft 


The business of spectating on the 
RAC Rally is becoming an in- 
creasingly worrying business. Our 
list of special stages appearing in 
the Lombard supplement this 
week are all (and only) the stages 
recommended by the RAC as suit: 


able. Obviously there are several 
other good stages and many of 
our rally-orientated readers are 
Sure to'know just where to go 
We certainly don't wish to sug. 
gest that you only go to the 
Fecommended viewing points, but 
we would like to remind enter 
prising spectators that any prob 


Tems that you may cause are your 
own doing. Certain areas (part 


cularly. in’ Wales) are plagued 
with hoardes of rogue " cowboys 
who seem to craw! out to watch 
only the stages of the rally which 
take place after licensing hours 
have terminated. Parking was, last 
year, quite chaotic at certain 


Stages in the areas around Abbey 
Cwmhir, Tarenig, and near stages 
around Machynlleth. Little wonder 
that police and marshals tend to 
be short-tempered in these areas 

Even though the event receives 
precious little pre-publicity, out 
Side of the specialist press, more 
and more watchers do turn out 
and some areas just cannot pos- 
Sibly cope with the influx of traf 
fic. An alarming amount of 


damage is being caused in some 
forests, coo —not by the passage 
of ears, which is properly 
accounted for, but by thoughtless 
spectators. Dangerous items being 
discarded in great numbers in the 
forests include empty beer cans 
and bottles (harmful to wild life), 
and film packets (unsightly), but 


Worst of all are the numbers of 
spent flash bulbs. These are not 
just dangerous to animals — they 
can start fires months later by 
simply focusing the sun's rays on 
& piece of dry ground. Spent torch 
batteries are also an increasing, 
and highly poisonous, menace. If 
Selfish watchers can't’ contain 
their rubbish, then little wonder 


the Forestry Commission are be 


coming disenchanted with the 
rally people, 

‘These problems are not just a 
reflection of the greater numbers 
Of “spectators; the . previously 
high standards we maintained are 
fast waning. Let's all do our bit 

keep these“ rock-apes” in 
thelr place, Setting a good ex 
ample may not go unheeded. If 


you see unruly elements standing 
in suicide places or casually It 
tering the place— give them the 
criticism they deserve, We must 
avoid all unnecessary adverse 


publicity. 


Telephone rally information 


A Post Office results service for 
rally enthusiasts will be avail 
able throughout the event start 
ing with early mews of competi 
tors on Thursday, November 14 


ana finishing at the end of the 
following week, two days after 
the event has actually finished. 


Three areas will be operating the 


LONDON 


01-246 8020 
LEEDS 


0532 8031 


CHESTER 


Optician Richard ‘Morns, Fidler 
own suppor cart zeae | tows | 244 34567 
CB™ getting in a Dit of proctice at the wheel of the 2602, He will 


CB drives 260Z 


“CB"—the inimitable Cahal 
Curley, will definitely be rushing 
about in our forest in a few days 
time. After all the on-off-on-off 
speculation over his Datsun drive, 
the arrangement is now finalised, 
‘and the 2602 is being sponsored 
by Phillips Ltd, the Northern 
Ireland Datsun distributors. The 
2602 is in fact @ " private entry 
and is the same car that was 
driven by Harry Kalistrom on the 
TAP and by Chris Sclater on the 
Welsh earlier this year, It was 
Prepared for Chris on the Scot- 
tish, and bas been lying idle 
since then. Although Curley is 
well known as a tarmac exponent, 
it will be remembered that he 
finished 6th overall on the ” 
Welsh in a lightweight BMW 
Austin Frazer will be driving the 
‘maps as usual. 


doubtiess find the big beast som 


nething of a handful 
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Special stage 


BBC coverage 


For those of you knocked out by 
colds and flu; stuck at work or 
just too lazy to follow the rally, 
the British Broadcasting Corpora. 
tion will be providing rally infor- 
mation twice a day through the 
medium of Robin Richards. Mr 
Richards will keep us informed 

15 minutes past midnight from 
Saturday through to Tuesday on 
the Radio Two“ Nightride”” 
easy listening music and chat 
programme, Reports from Robin 
Richards will also be slotted into 
the Tony Brandon Show at 3.15 


pm from Monday through to 
Wednesday, This programme 
is again on Radio Two at 1500 
metres on the long wave and 


Selected medium wave  frequen- 
cles. in difficult reception areas. 
Radio Four have not planned any 
defined coverage of the rally, but 
2 BBC spokesman intimated that 
ally Information may well be 
Included in thelr morning news 
programme “Today,” depending 
on the news value of the rally 
and the amount of world news. 


Gino Macaluso 
placed a 

Leo. Kinnunen and Atso Aho 
while Bal 

Phillips. The only 
top runners ¢ 


now Brian 
Saunders. Car 
Baker. Car 


ENTRY 


Few changes 


he time of going to press 
three changes to 
Sergio Barbasio and 

have been re 


16 by Finns 


ap eni 


number 


esirieri’s co-driver will 

Editor, Gerr 
her change to 
ncerns the Fiat of 


Ingvar Carlsson—his co-driver to 
be B. Trued. An error in our rally 
supplement, on page 15, shows 
the name ingvar Carlsson as an 
Opel driver, it should of course 
read Lars” Carlsson. Changes 


ntinue with the following : Car 


92, co-driver Ian Young. Car 117, 
odriver E. Bamford. Car 117— 
class eight, Car 131—car now 


1100Tl. Car 184—driver 
Bayley, co-driver G. 

197—co-driver M. 
200—<class five. Car 
“car now Moskvich 412, Car 


—co-driver L. Evans. 


Not a 


with bookmakers 


A few casual phone cal 
ing bookmakers on 


morning 
for the R. 
Neither L 


United Kingdom's 

motor sport event, whic 
hosts people and teams from 
all aver Eurcpe, and which was 
watched by estimated 
2,000,000 people last year, gets 
50 little coverage in the Nation 


Tim M 
trated by 


favourite 


to lead. 
Tuesday 
AC are hard 10 come bi 


od, and @ spokesman 


bookmakers are ni 
formulate a market on 
he other hand, perhaps 
K 

the  corresponde 
fading sponsors 


Briefly... 


© Mike Wilson of the BARC has 
asked us to point out tha 
Harewood stage on the RAC is 
the hillelimb course. The 
age is only 14 miles in length, 


bur it will be very fast. In that 
distance a drop and 
turn of some 360 


feet, and spectator view 
ing can be had on-the side of the 
hill from where practically the 

‘stage can be surveyed. Re 
hments and. parking facilities 
will of course be on hand, Full 
Ge this stage and ail the 
others can be found in the 
accompanying RAC Supplement 


© Aside from other substances 
hat at fund at the Royal 
Station H ere will be plenty 
of printed ‘mation concern: 


ie the KAK Swedish Rally which 
being held between February 


of next year. Regula 
forms, anda 
and the 


RAC Rally: the 


CAR No. 24 — PAUL FAULKNER 
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top British drivers 


CAR No. 22 — BRIAN CULCHETH, 


CAR No. 38 — RUSSELL BROOKES. 


CAR No. 


CAR No 


CAR No. 


Roger Clark and Tony 
of the spectator guide 


2 — BILLY COLEMAN, 


20 — ANDREW COWAN. 


‘41 — TONY DRUMMOND. 


Fall appear on page 18 
with this week's issue 
now, ® 


CAR Wo. 26 — 


‘ADRIAN BOYD. 


CAR No. 22 — WILL SPARROW. 


DONALD HEGGIE. 


39 


Cockpit Cameo 


‘A common sight this year. 


The man most 


Richard in the Crossle leads an FF fleld—by some way. 


likely to... 


RICHARD MORGAN talks to BOB CONSTANDUROS 


The BOC sign on the front of the red Crossle Is samewhat unique. 
Moral BOC champion "74." And that’s what many observers and 
be. In years past there 


has been altered to say 
competitors consider Richard Morgan to 


ays been in the family,” says 
Richard, and that doesn’t just mean brother 
David. " My father raced an XK140 from 1959 
to 1961, what a mad fool he was, but I had 
no idea of doing it myself. The thought of me 
doing it was quite remote. Brother David 
started racing a Mini 1965, escalating to an F3 
March in 1970. Remember that Richard was 
only 16 then, but already he had his first 
transport, a BSA Gold Star Rocket motor bike 
While David was testing the March at Brands 
one day, Richard took the bike round in the 

session, quite enjoying himself." I never 
realised than an oll pipe had come off, though, 
and suddenly everyone was falling off. One 
bloke broke a leg at Druids. I was considering 
racing the bike, but then I had an accident on 


Former transport 


With a little ingenuity, it 


imost definite with an Atlantic drive and, to talk to Richard, one 
that he relishes the new challenge. 


the road.” Richard nearly lost half a finger 
and broke his arm when an old boy came 
out in front of the ‘bike. While convalescing 
he helped David with the F3 car, but the BSA. 
was a heap of junk. It was sold and replaced 
by an elderly Hillman Minx. 

However, with the insurance money on the 
bike, Richard got together with his brother 
Peter “the one with the money and the 
sense not to go racing” and together they 
decided to buy an elderly FF Lotus 61 from 
Reg James. The idea was for them both to 
race it, but while Peter enjoyed practising the 
ear, it’ soon became Richard the racer, Early 
in 1972 they went to Lydden with the car: "I 
was quite enjoying myself; the next thing 1 


left the Lotus 61, Richard's first car, and right, its successor the Ray, seen here leading Syd Fox. 


knew I was gyrating and heading towards this 
chequered marshal post. It was like watching 
a film show, but a rather embarrassing start 
to it all™—and that was during practice, 
Richard mainly concentrated on non: 
championship races, but there were wins and 
prangs. A large accident at Thruxton all but 
destroyed the car, and yet Mt was all back t0- 
iether again for about £150. That early racing 
was of special interest: “Although the idea 
was to start off with a cheap car like the 
Lotus, quite cheap and quite competitive, as 

here's not much 


Jong as it's set up properly, 
difference to the car 1 drive now. Although 
Thad David's experience to draw on, I didn't 


” In the first year you never 
really appreciate what you 
can get away with...” 


gain as much as I should have from his 
racing. probably because I didn’t ask him 
enough.” Little problems caused retirements 
and the car didn always go as well as it 
might have. “We did have quite a few little 
accidents 


For 1973 he was offered a Vegantune work: 
engine, and while Richard was intending to 
stay with the Lotus, Vegantune wanted a 


decent car and Richard started looking 
around: Elden offered ‘a deal" and he was 
going to have a semi-works car, until Bert 
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Cockpit Cameo 


Ray became quite keen. The idea was to con- 
centrate on the Townsend Thoresen series at 
Brands Hatch and some non-clashing BOC 
rounds. ‘*It was a mistake doing the Townsend 
Thoresen series. Tt ceases to be enjoyable 
just doing Brands Hatch. It's difficult to win 


there, especially with the driving involved.” 


‘The Ray didn’t go well from the start which 
would not please Richard now : “I don’t think 
You really need to have to sort a Formula 
Ford car. You should get it off the shelf and 
g0°"—like he has done with the Crossle. The 
Year netted nine wins with the Ray. and 
‘eventually about third in the Townsend Thore- 
sen championship. One of the problems was 
that by this time, Richard was a compute 
ahife superviser at Wates’ office, just up the 


“ It got to be a way of life and 
before every meeting there 
seemed to be always 
‘something to do to the car 
that we never did “ 


road from his Purley, Surrey, home. If there 
was work to be done, it had to be done and, 
to some extent, his driving and the prepara: 
tion of the car suffered. "I seem to remember 
there were a lot of ail nighters last year,” he 
comments ruefully. “It got to be a way of 
life and before every meeting there seemed 
to be always something to do to the car that 
we never did.” AC the beginning of this year, 
Richard tried to find enough money to go 
Atlantic but, as always, there was a short 

of cash and Richard was left in Formula 
Ford again. Vegantune wanted out of Formula 
Ford so Richard tied up with David Minister 
for engines in the Ray. "We decided to con: 
centrate on Wella rounds early in the year 
with non-clashing BOC rounds when we could, 
and then switching to BOC when most of the 
Wella rounds were over.” The Ray netted four 
Wins before its demise in the hands of 
Morgan. 

‘Once again Richard had worked an 
nighter on the Ray and then taken off for 
Oulton Park. “1 was OK for practice but T 
was never quite aware for the race.” A move 
to overtake Gordon Smiley ended up with 
him in hospital, “I got halfway round and 
then the whol fed. sliding. T wa 
ing too fast 
‘get away with this one,’ T tho 
Ty eyes and never opened them again ‘til T 
was being carried away from the medical unit. 
T wasn't consciously aware of the situation 
through tiredness.” 

Richard, in fact, mainly suffered from con- 
cussion of a wheel hitting him on the head, 
‘and internal bruising going into the bank back- 
wards. After two weeks in hospital, Richard 
wasn't keen on carrying on: “I didn't reckon 
much on this racing lark but, like everyone 
else, I got over these things and wanted to 
get back in a car.” The Ray was wrecked but, 
Strangely enough, he received a lot of offe 
for it. As he had had an idea to buy an 
Atlantic engine for David to use in John 
Player Atlantic rounds, and he to use in 
MCD rounds, it seemed a good idea to sell 
The car was duly repaired and sold. However, 
meanwhile, Richard was offered the DJ Bond 
development Royale RPIGA which had already 
been driven by former Vegantune team-mate 
Frank Hopper and sorted by Tony Trimmer. 

Richard accepted the Royale, but didn't 
want to be committed. His first run in the 
car netted a first narrowly ahead of Rupert 
Keegan at Snetterton, and then a second to 
Peter White at Brands Hatch. With the sort- 
ing to do, Southern Organs increasing interest 
through Wil Arif, the Tunbridge Wells driver. 


and a Crossle deal in the offing, Richard 
finally gave up his job at Wates. 
Morgan comments on the Royale: “I was 


quite happy with it, It steered,” but he wasn’t 
‘Over-impressed. Meanwhile, Crossle had adver- 
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‘Morgan's 
Hawke, but was beaten at the flag by inches, 


tised for someone to run a three-car team of 


25Fs. Morgan's name had been linked with 
‘Ani's and- Southern Organs, but in the end 
John MacDonald, then of ‘the Tiran Auto 


Centre, was approached to run the team, 
Through lack of time he was unable to spend 
the time and the deal collapsed, until Crossle 
decided to send over just two cars for Morgan 
and Frank Hopper. “It arrived in a packa 
with the spares, just like a Christmas present 
We plonked in the Minister, and couldn't test 
it before the first race. I got down to the times 
Of the Ray, it just went, straight off the shelf. 
We won two races at Brands and Snetterton 
and won them so easily. We hadh't checked 
Suspension or ride heights. In fact, we 
hadn't done a thing. Then we tried to sort it, 
but eventually put it back to the original. We 
don’t touch it now, just filling it up with oil 
Tt pay 
prize money and I can go and get sleep before 
Faces now, almost to the extent that I could 
go back to work.” 

What's the secret about the Crossle’s hand- 
ling ? “Out of tight corners, with the engine 
revving, instead of spinning the rear wheels it 
puts the power down. Round a corner like 
Paddock you chuck most cars sideways and 
hold them in a side with armfuls of lock on 
all the way through, scrubbing off speed 
With the Crossle, you ‘chuck it in, correct the 
slide and it just goes through more or less 
neutral. It's ‘whatever 
they've built into the spring rates and geo- 
metry is what makes it work.” Since then, of 
course, the record of wins has grown up to 
the 32 mark with three wins last weekend. 

‘Southern Organs, as mentioned, have been 
involved from about the middle of the season. 
after a recommendation from Wil Arif 
Richard has a contract with Jim Miller w 
the end of next year, and has a say in what 
he drives in during ‘the year. However, Mr 
Miller wouldn't tie him down, just as Richard 
would not like to break with Southern Organs. 

This year, of course, has been yet another 
in which Formula Ford has been through a 
controversial time. After the engine was 
checked once, and found to be legal, it was 
finally checked at Oulton when a new bottom 
end had been fitted and suddenly, the head 
gasket was found to have caused higher com 
Pression ratio. “I couldn't believe it. I didn’t 
Appreciate what i was all about. 1 suppose 

stunned at the time.” The tribunal 
are all quite recent history, but of 
the actual case presented, Richard is quite 
philosophical, if not a little frustrated. “ We've 
morally proved the point that the car is a 
good car, and the engine is a good engine 
However, the RAC still haven't twigged what 
we are on about. We've presented them with 
2 lot of facts, almost too many. When I saw 
that Cecil Mitchell was in aharge, I just 
thought “no way." 

Morgan has in fact repeated efforts to 
into another Formula already this year. He 
made an effort to get a car for the British 


‘only win in the Royale was hard fought. Here, Rupert Keegan leads him in the 


a saad 


Grand Prix, and worked out some complicated 
three way deal with David and John Nichol: 
son but it never came about. In a final effort, 
he came up with Chris Oates’ ex-Kazato GRD 
273, After a bit of a rush fo prepare the car, 
id informa: 
ng the car 
in an unofficial session and getting down to 
within 0.5 s of the Purley/Vandervell lap 
cord, one of Firestone’s tyre men must have 
been in a jokey mood for the whole rear end 
of the car leapt up and down in the official 
fession and it was finally discovered that the 
inside of the wheel was lined with far too 
many balance weights. After the wheel and 
tyre were changed, the car went out with 10 
to go and Morgan went off at Pad- 
ing everything for- 

a tyre started d 
flating, and finally was fixed with Araldite and 


Morgan took off Tate, unsettled, simply to 
finish the race. He did. 
‘At Oulton, Peter Wardle was asked by 


Graham Eden to recommend someone to drive 
Eden's Brabham and suggested the FF man. 
After a wet practice, Richard tried the car in 
the race on slicks and promptly went off and 


“* There's more to offer the 
driver, the power of Atlantic, 
with F3 there’s not enough 
power compared with the 
adhesion “ 


that was that, He's also driven the SuperFord 
Crossie, but found that with the racing tyres 
and wings, the car was very, almost too, easy 
to drive. 

For the future, he’s almost committed to 
Atlantic in one form or another. “ You can't 
tell how good you are until you get into some- 
thing like Formula Atlantic, and then you can 
tell if you've got what it taices, 

*T'm happy to go into Formula Atl 
than Formula 3. There's more to offer the 
driver, the power of Atlantic, with F3 there's 
not enough power compared with the adhesion. 
T'm told that Atlantic Is the same as F2, you 
don't really notice the difference and there’ 

more to get into. My ambition is to do For 
mula One, but equally, it is to get as high up 
in motor racing and still enjoy it.” 

These final few Formula Ford races seem 
to be more a formality. He accepted his recent 
spin off at Brands with the calmness of a 
Formula One driver, with none of the emotion 
of an upset club racer. Formula Ford is no 
longer the meat of Richard Morgan's racing 
The way he talks eagerly of his albeit abor- 
tive Atlantic rides indicates that he is keen 
to get going and learn more about racing. 
Next year will be Richard's 22nd and his 
fourth in racing. It should be an interesting 
one for all of us. 


a 


TRACK TEST 


The Editor cramped up in the cockpit of the Ibec P3 Spaghetti Racer. 


Spaghetti and Baked Beans 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


Are you sitting comfortably? Then IW begin 
This is the story of a Baked Bean, a Runner 
Bean and a strange device sometimes called 
the Spaghetti Racer. 

‘The Baked Bean has two homes both in 
London's Earl's Court Road. The second of 
his habitats is an Italian restaurant by the 
name of Il Palio di Siena. Almost every 
evening a little round object with a mop of 
hair on top can be found lurking around there 
If mine host Bruno seems alittle agited 
it oan be guaranteed that this Baked Bean 
shaped object is present. It's more than likely 
that one of the large and delicious trifles or 
cakes has been removed from the sweet trol 
Jey and launched in the direction of some 
ocr unsuspecting customer's face. Bedlam 
breaks out. Soda syphons are sought and the 
washing down process begins. 

‘A customer will attract Bruno's attention 
and ask if a Mr Brassy is present. Bruno 
takes his head in this hands. "Yes, ‘eis ‘ere. 
‘Oh my poor restaurant. Mister Brassy ‘e és 
‘ow you say . . . terrible, terrible . . . always 

bring de trouble. 

Hl Palio has never been quite the same 
since early this year when, at a reception one 
lunchtime, a collecsion of eminent journalists 
land others descended upon it for a magnifi- 
‘cent meal which got totally out of hand. But 
‘as well as finding a wonderful place to eat 
we were also armed with the fact that we 
would see the I Palio name on British racing 
circuits during the year. In the hope of get- 
ting some peace and quiet from one of their 
customers, Il Palio had decided to go. ini 

motor racing sponsorship. The Baked Bean, 
Mr Brassy, call him what you will, ts in fact 
eccentric Lloyd's insurance broker ian Bracey. 
Other names by which be had been known 
this year are lan McBracey and Shamus 
O'Bracey and many other unprintable titles 

Mystified spectators at club meetings this 
year will have seen a mechanical horse called 
the Ibec competing in Clubmen's Supersports 
events driven by this man who changes his 
name every five minutes. Because of the con- 
nections with Il Palio a paper coined the name 
‘Spaghetti Racer. You won't find spaghetti and 
baked beans together on the menu at I! Palio 
but when visiting a Brands Hatch Wednesday 
test day recently I came across the Ibec and 
Bracey and could think of no other way of 
describing them. The Spaghetti Racer had a 
little round hole on one side into which Bracey 
slotted. He suggested 1, a runner bean in 
comparison, should climb into his little king- 
dom and have a whirl round, Well I tried, but 
more of that anon. 

Believe it or not Bracey, despite his general 
lunacy, is serious. Because I'm cynical I 
laugh most of the time I'm wath him or listen- 
ing to his ideas. Justifiably he gets most in- 
dignant. To try and persuade me to take him 
seriously he filled me up with a bottle of 
Valpolichella one night and persuaded me to 
squeeze my frame into his home built racer. 


I had heard some pretty frightening stories 
about the Ibec so I said my goodbyes, told 
Bracey to save his breath in telling me the 
history of the car 1 was convinced I 
couldn't survive this ordeal. Well just how 
‘wrong can you be? I'm still here and Tl have 
to admit now that it really was @ very pleas- 
ant experience. Hanging my head in shame 
Tve got to admit that you've at least got to 
try to take this man seriously. 

"The early history of Bracey and his hare 
brained projects was told by Simon Taylor in 
Avrosromt in March 1971. Really he's done 
nothing but cause trouble ever since he 
decided to go motor racing in his own cars 
There were machines with no suspension, “the 
rules didnt say you had to have any suspen. 
son so we didn't": very quickly the rules did 
say that suspension was mandatory. Then 
there was a car with a four foot whee! base. 
Hurriedly the rules were re-written prescrib: 
ing a six foot minimum. So % went on; Bracey 
combing the books of regulations trying to 
find an error and then he'd build a car to 
pinpoint it 

To try and keep him quiet, when they 
heard, ten years ago, that Bracey had bought 
one of Arthur Mallock’s U2 Mk2s those in 
authority created the Clubmen's Formula to 
get thes likes of Bracey out of serious libre 
events with their U2s and Lotus 7s. Until last 
weekend Bracey has been trying to disrupt 
proceedings. Last Sunday's TEAC/Brands 
meeting saw the final appearance of Bracey 
and any type of Ibec in the formula, 

This year's Ibec is know as the P3, logical 
thinking having been applied—the others were 
PI and P2. He's not that mad. The Pl was 
the most successful resuks-wise, of the Ibecs 
scoring a number of successes’ in 1970 and 
1971. “The problem with it though was that 
we had to design it for two purposes. One 
as a racing car and the other as a mobile 
test bed.” Designed by a friend Denis Jones, 


Jan Bracey—the Baked Bean-shaped owner. 


“he describes himself as an electronics 
engineer,” the P1 was also used by the City 
University, London, as a mobile test bed for 
scme of their research projects. Consequently 
it was bigger and stronger than necessary, 10 
accommodate electronic measuring equipment 
and such. “ When we decided to build the P2 
at che end of 1971 we decided that it must be 
a choroughbred racer. We incorporated all that 
Was good about the Pl on to the P2 and the 
University did the aerodynamics.” 

The P2 was actually plagued with problems 
throughout 1972 so it was stripped dawn and 
rebuix, with one or two changes, for the 1974 
season’ in PS. form. 

Bracey is often known as The Chairman 
hhe holds tha very position in the Ian Bracey 
Enterprise Company (Ibec). The rest of the 
board consists of friends and enthusiasts who 
have always been heavily involved in the Ibec 
racing projects. The Pl was designed, made 
and assembled entirely by Bracey and friends 
fand it was their intention tha; the P2 should 
be the same. Once again Denis Jones designed 
the ‘spaceframe chassis, "He gets a. Dit 
carried away and makes the chassis very 
trong, not wanting me to hurt myself when 
hitting banks, and so, consequently, all three 
Ihecs “have been of ‘tank-like construction.” 
Jus like the driver, 

“One of the drawbacks of going it alone 
is the amount of time it takes to design and 
build a one off car and just when it seemed 
we were getting behind we had a stroke of 
luck, The underwriters at Lloyd's, who back 
my racing insurance scheme, suddenly decided 
that they would sponsor the Ibec. Out of the 
blue we had a budget to work from and I 
decided to farm out all the work to ithe 
Huron Car Company. They built all the bits 
and put it cogether from our drawings. Un- 
fortunately Ht didn’t work out too well in the 
end.” 

For a Clubmen's sports car the Ibec is quite 
unique in its concept. Like the Pl, the P2/3 
has inboard front suspension with iarge wish- 
bones and rocking arm operating the inboard 
mounted springs and dampers, The front up- 
righs and braking system were bought in a 
job lot from March Engineering and originate 
from the 703 model. Whereas the Pl had 


The Jemwood-prepared car has a rear-mounted aluminium GT40 radiator. 
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conventional rear end suspension it was 
decided that the P2 would have a similar 
inboard system. “We thought that if it worked 
at the front there was no reason it shouldn't 
at the back. Anyway it seemed sensible to 
have the same system at the front and back.” 
‘Andy Diamond, of Gryphon fame, fabricated 
the uprights to Ibec specification and Herald 
brakes were utilised. Ancther feature retained 
from the Pl was the rear mounted radiator, 
This had been one of the outstanding features 
on the Pl. It came about following University 
research which showed that there Was a great 
high pressure area under the rear end so it 
was decided to duct this up from under the 
car and through the radiator. Having the 
radiscr at the back also helped the weight 
distribution which can be problematical in 
Clubmen’s cars due to the mandatory front- 
mounted engine. The P2 was much smaller 
than the Pl in overall concept and the amount 
of high pressure air under the car was con- 
sequently less so cooling became a slight 
problem. “We had to use a radiator from an 
MGC which was very, very heavy and then 
of course we had to fun the water pipes from 
the front of the car to the back and back to 
the front again so we were running twice as 
much water as everyone else. For the P3 
version we found a GT40 radiator which was 
aluminium and weighed half as much, We've 
had no problems w.th the cocling since then. 
‘Tne system of drawing up the high pressure 
air from under the car helps to make & very 
stable and a sits on the road well.’ 

‘The P3 version, built up by Jemwood Cars, 
featured an ingenious device created by Jeff 
Haselwood. He made an alloy fan which was 
bowed between the diff and prop shafe and 
bows cold air over the diff into the radiator. 
Not only does this help cool the water but 
the diff remains stone cold sober at all times. 

‘The aercdynamics of the car were prescribed 
by @ research student at the City University. 
In P2 form it had a deep rounded nose and 
delta sides with a huge rear wing. “Like many 
Of these sort of projects, K worked well in 
theory and in the wind tWanel but in practice 
it was hopeless, Instead of downthrust the 
round nose was posiively creating ft.” A 
grea bib was afixed round the nose which 
improved things @ great deal but in P3 form a 
square shovel nose was used. 

“The main differences between the P2 and 
P3 were the aerodynamics. Basically the P2 
was a lethal car. I couldn't sort i, Syd Fox 
and Ray Allen both tried it and found it 
undriveable. We changed all che springs and 
roll bars but it was no good. Last winter I 
fave une car to Jemwood Cars who found 
that the car did not measure up to our original 
draw.ngs, They stripped it down and but it 
up (0 the specification originaily intended and, 
with the new body, kt was perfect. 

‘Our problem then was the engine. The car 
had been #0 bad before that we'd never really 
had to bother with the engine. The car was 
80 unstable that I could not even boot it 
down the straights, When we announced the 
car i also had our own FVA based engine in 
it. I'd always had to rely on buying engines 
before but 1 never found them to be satis- 
fac.ory $0, in conjunction with Johnny Middie- 
ton and Martin Murphy, we did our own. 
Weslakes did a head for us and I'm sure it 
would have worked if we hadn't had all the 
trouble with the chassis, Middleton and 
Murphy s.opped their engine business and so 
1 passed it over to John Nicholson. Unfortu 
nately when we got the car right I had a 
comprehensive blow up at Silverstone. It was 
‘to badly damaged for anything to be built 
out of it. Although I wanted to carry on the 
projec had to get an engine for che chassis 
which was now working. Andy Diamond re- 
commended that I went to John Dunn at 
Swindon Racing Engines, I must say that his 
is the best engine I have ever had in Club- 

has given no trouble throughout 


HH the major bugs ironed out 
the Lioyd's/Il Palio Wbec was able to get 


1974, “Unfortunately doing your own car 
takes so much time that by the time ic is 
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designed and bullt it is not really campetitive 
wan the Gryphons and U2s and geting it 
right took so much time that it was never 
really successful. Unfortunately the P2/3 
is very heavy. it weighs something like 
1050 lbs whereas the others are around the 
700 Ibs mark. If it was just a matter of a 
few pounds 1 would diet myself but nat even 
Lean afford to shed 300 Ibs. The Ibec is as 
quick as anything round corners but terribly 
stow down the straights, I'm sure it was due 
to it being overweight. It really came imo 
its cwn in wet conditions where the weight 
penaky does not matter. I finished second to 
Vecnca Davies at Liandow which was about 
the best result. 

Tt really was quite hilarious that cold day 
at Brands a couple of weeks ago when I 
Werk to drive the car. We'd vaguely con- 
sidered the problems of putting my long 
square frame into the short round hole pro- 
Vided for Bracey. The easiest. way for me 
to get in & would have been to slip through 
the roll over hoop but unfortunately there 
was a headrest in the way. Well, somehow, 
I go into it, but then of course I had to 
get out. What a problem. After The Chairman 
had warmed it up for a few laps I plucked up 
courage to get into it and try to drive i. 
Never, ever, have I been so tightly jammed 
into a car, I had the clutch virtually de- 
Pressed throughout and the throttle on the 
boards. The biggest problem was that 1 could 
Rot move either foot on to the brake. The 
only way I could turn the steering wheel was 
to hang my elbow over the edge of the car 
rather like a vicar on a Sunday afternoon 
drive. I did ten laps at very slow speeas 
but frightened myself something silly with 
my inability to move my feet around the 
pedals. “No way, Bracey.” I said, “it's hope- 
less.” Hoping he might let me off the hook. 
“No expense spared for journalists,” he 
replied. “Rip the seat and padding’ out.” 
‘There was no getting out of it, Bracey was 
determined to get his own back for my rude- 


The effective inboard front suspension is a 
copy of the successful Ibec Pl. 


Bracey at the wheel of the “lethal” Ibec P2 with the disastrous rounded nose. 


ness over the years. He made me take my 
boots of as well and in I got. The belts 
from a crashed Sopwith Camel or some other 
historic vehicle were done up and I was sent 
‘on my way again, 

It was better (it could hardly have been 
worse) and, although I was rattling around 
the cockpit’ not having a seat I was able to 
play tunes on the pedals which made the 
whole thing acceptable, In fact within a few 
laps 1 was really starting to enjoy myself, 
Although the Dunlop slicks were not really 
heating up on the very cold surface, the car 
was extremely stable. The steering was ex- 
ceptionally light but very positive. I knew 
just where we were going at all times. This 
was perhaps the nicest thing about the car 
although something which I appreciated at 
the time was whe softness of the suspension. 
I suppose I should have realised it would 
have Rolls-Royce type ride, Bracey being the 
old man that he is and liking bis luxuries. 
Even without a seat I did not once feel any 
of the severe bumps which abound on the 
Brands surface, Kt was just perfect for my 
predicament. Because I'm not as old as 
Bracey I personally prefer something « litte 
harder and with a slight oversteering bias. 
However the old man is getting a ldo 
susceptible to hard work and as well ha 
having i soft_and comfarable has it sat up 
very neutral. This is in fact most acceptable 
and 1 was able to get the car round about 
two seconds off the pace using the engine 
very conservatively. The brakes, too, were 
nicely balanced, I tried very hard to lock 
them up on a couple of occasions going up 
to Druids but 1 couldn't do at. The car just 
scopped in a dead straight line with no fuss 
at all. Actually come to think of it the brakes 
were about the only good feature of the 
March 703 as I remember. The engine was 
very sweet. Bracey set a limit of &200 rpm 
but I used abour 300 rpm less than this. How- 
ever the needle rushed round the tacho so 
quickly that & took a great deal of comral 
to change gear earlier than was necessary. 

When an accident blocked the track and 
brought the session to a premature end I 
was really starting to enjoy myself and, 
despite the cramped conditions, was accli- 
matiging to the car nicely. I didn't want to 
tell The Chairman that it was a nice car after 

il those nasty things I had said about it 
jefore hand, but it was. It's a shame it is 
overweight and could never be out and out 
competitive. It is projects like the Tbec that 
make Clubmen’s racing what it is and the 
retirement of the Ibec and Bracey's intention 
to move into something else is a great pity. 
“The formula is so competitive now, ehat I'm 
afraid I've got to admit defeat and move 
on to something else. I've had some great 
times in Clubmen’s but there are so many 
snags going i alone. I'd love to win races 
but I get. more satisfaction from finishing 
eighth in my own car than winning in a 
production car. It is of course very expensive 
and with the current campetitive state of the 
formula I really cannot compete any more.” 


a 


Uren Seneca 190 GT: 
Power to the people 


By PETER NEWTON 


‘The name Jeff Uren is not exactly unknown suggest. 
in the world of engine and chassis tuning, For Uren's predominantly middle-aged clien- 
and his association with Ford has produced tele this is, of course, all to the good... in 


fact he still recalls with a certain amount of 
relish the occasion when, having completed 
work on an exceptionally innocuous-looking 
device which contained within its modest pre- 
tentions fuel injected 220 bhp engine and 


over the years a series of complete, thoroughly 
engineered models whose unobtrusive looks 
have consistently belied their performance 
Potential and have in consequence tended to 
attract a rather different clientele from that 
normally associated with go-faster machinery. 
All his current work revolves around Ford cars 
‘and the models that appear in his price lists 
under such romantic titles as Navajo, Com- 
manche, Savage, Stampede, etc, are ail mar- 
Keted as re-engined Fords, which from the 
exterior at least do not attract the kind of 
attention that the mystique of the names might 


Dreneur who was about to become its owner 
Fequested that the romantic signwriting was 
to be replaced by the standard Ford badges 
bearing the apologetic phrase “1300 De Luxe.” 
It appears that the elements of inverted snob- 
bery play no small part in sales. 

Tn the spring of 1972 Ford introduced their 


“4 


some demon chassis tuning, the wealthy entre- 


Consul/Granada range to replace the dis- 
appointing Mk 4 series. This design has met 
with deserved success in this country (though 
not in Europe where it has to share the market 
place with such vehicles as the Opel Commo: 
dore GS) and it represented a vast improve. 
ment over is superseded stablemate, sos Was 
0 surprise to learn that Uren, spotting the 
potential of the car and deciding to alter its 
mass-market characteristics, came out with 
his version of the car, called the Seneca. The 
conversion is, in fact, based on either the 
Consul GT or the Granada which both share 
the 3-litre pushrod V6. The Consul GT-based 
demonstrator had a manual gearbox and un- 
assisted steering—two factors that Uren feels 
to be of great importance in the matter of 
driver appeal; an added bonus is that the 
Consul GT does not suffer from the atten 
tions of the beauticians and the automobile 
cosmetics cronies to the same extent as does 
the Granada, so that the basically smart 
appearance is allowed to stand out 


DEVELOPMENT 


Unlike most Uren offerings, the Seneca 


range does not involve an engine swop 
in fact a casual glance under the bonnet 


comes as something of a disappointment, 30 
standard does it look: the usual progressive 
twin choke downdraught carburetter still 
lurks under the massive Ford air cleaner, 
and only detail changes are made to the 
jetting to suit the altered characteristics of 
the engine. The cylinder heads themselves, 
however, are substantially revised. Until about 
a year ago Uren were the exclusive UK di 
tributor of Weslake heads, and these types 
Were used on Uren converted cars ; however, 
When Ford recently carried out some det 
modifications to the V6 to produce more tor- 
que and slightly more power, the detail of ah 
cylinder head design was slightly altered, 
was the profile of the camshaft, necessitating 
2 re-think. The outcome of this was that 
Uren and Weslake severed their arrangement 
by mutual agreement and cylinder head work 
if now carried out "at home.” Aside from the 
Usual careful gas flowing, larger inlet valves 
are fitted (although standard exhaust sizes are 
retained), and there is, of course, the usual 
careful attention to matching of exhaust mant 
folds. The camshaft is profiled to the com- 
pany’s specifications and then the bits are 
Carefully put together. The assembly, perhaps 
the most important part of the conversion, 
involves careful balancing and “ blueprinting * 
‘compressions on each of the cylinders 
being carefully matched, and crankshaft and 
connecting rods come in for attention. A set of 
high compression pistons complete the engine 
‘The Consul/Granada has good roadholding 
and handling characteristics by the standards 
of big mass market family saloons the 
Fide is very soft, just right for ambling down 
to the coast or taking granny out to tea, and 
the big car has plenty of built-in understeer, 
just right for getting granny out of troubl 
should she run amok and steal the car. In 
‘other words the car és well set up for the 
kind of driver and passenger(s) that the range 
is almed at. Precision, however, is not a 
word that Consuls use to converse with each 
other, and this is an area that has clearly 
been ‘given a lot of thought. With any road 
car there has got to be a compromise som 
where in the business of chassis tuning, DUC 
Uren is adament that "the driver has got to 
be able to get the car to the point of balance 
if he wants to,” so although potential custo- 
mers will find the ride pleasantly soft, plenty 
of work has gone into increasing the roll stiff- 
ness and in’ sorting out the damping. The 
actual development work on the suspension 
was carried out by John Miles in conjunc 
tion with Firestone, and involved about three 
weeks of tests. The wallowing antics of the 
standard car have been effectively eliminated 
by bolting on an additional rollbar to the 


existing one at the front, and adding one at 
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the back. The former has a touch of the 
*"Fred Karno” about it, and Uren is not happy 
with It" egotistically speaking,” as it repre- 
Sents a somewhat  cobbled-up solution’ in 
engineering terms. Nevertheless it works every 
bit as well as a vastly expensive specially fab- 
ricated affair. For the rear end the company 
do, in fact, fabricate the bar, since it has no 

eyes,” and the fixing points are compas 
tively simple to sort. Koni adjustable shock 
absorbers are used all round, and stiffer rub 
bers are employed in the sub-assemblies. The 
brakes are unaltered save for harder linings 
and different rear wheel cylinders. Finally, a 
‘small alteration is made to the camor on the 
‘steering 

Black is a colour that contains many mys- 
terious overtones, and equipped in this shade 
the Consul takes on a very menacing (good 
for the alter ego) and very official (good for 
impressing policemen) air. The finish is now 
a Ford option, and Uren has largely left the 
exterior to its own devices, save for discreet 
signwriting on the boot lid and the lower front 
threequarters. The twin exhaust outlets are 
merely a gimmick achieved by knocking out 
the two rear silencer boxes; with the inten- 
tion of letting the driver know he is at the 
wheel of someshing rather special . . . custo- 
mer cars apparently are fitted with the 
standard less ostentatious system. 

it’s black inside, too, something which might 
provoke ‘an attack of claustrophobia were it 
Rot for the car's roominess and large glass 
‘Area, Nothing is changed inside, and there 
fre no toys or distractions superimposed on 
the Ford fittings. Uren has, however, seen fit 
to equip the car with a manual choke, feel- 
ing that the automatic variety tend to put 
Unnecessary wear on the engine during cold 
Starts, while giving the driver no control 
Over how much rich mixture the situation re- 
quires. This modification is unfortunate only 
in 30 far as the positioning of the mounting 
‘of the knob itself Is concerned—it is delicately 
positioned to mangle the driver's left knee 
In the event of a shunt. One hopes that custo- 
mer cars will have them placed in a rather 
Tess sensitive area 


DRIVING IMPRESSIONS 


Gn driving away Wt soon becomes apparent 
that this car is very different from the stan 
dard article, for besides the exciting exhaust 
note which ‘makes the kind of noise that en- 
courages “boy racer" imitations, and looks 
of surprised interest from other road users ; 
the character of the Ford V6 has changed a 
great deal, When the V6 was first introduced 
Te came complete with vibration periods, harsh: 
ness and lack of flexibility; over the years 
Ford have alleviated or ironed out most of 
these characteristics, but there is still very 
ttle inclination to’ rev the engine beyond 
5000 rpm—especially as there is so much 
torque low down. 

Uren's efforts have not robbed the unit of 
its flexibility (superior balancing and blue- 
printing has seen to thatf and it is quite pos- 
Sible to dawdle along at 25 mph in top and 
pull. away smoothly — ideal for whisking 
Rranny to the nearest old people's home — 
but the changes made to the valve timing have 
resulted in a pronounced lack of punch below 
3000 rpm. It is now distinctly " cammy” but 
without the fussiness low down that is nor- 
mally associated with this kind of set-up. The 
driver must use the excellent gearbox if he 
wishes to get at the “meat,” which, of course, 
is as it should be. 

Beyond 4000 rpm the engine really gets into 
its stride, and to the accompaniment of very 
Ttallan-sounding noises from the tail pipes, 
heads for the horizon in a most determined 
and exhilarating manner. The Ford is a big, 
heavy car, its frontal area has nothing to 
excite the’ aerodynamicists; in addition, the 
modifications to the engine are not that 
Sweeping, #0 it is even more impressive that 
the Seneca should be able to stay with such 
exalted company as 3.0 BMWs, etc. The tach- 
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ometer needle really flies around the dial 
from 4000 rpm upwards, and just where the 
standard engine begins to run out of puff, 
the Seneca is reall 


‘stepping out. Without 


Underbonnet view is decidedly boring. 


going over 6000 rpm it was easily possible to 
Fecord 0-60 mph times of under 9s 
While you are busy indulging yourself in 
such an extravagant manner, it is immediately 
Obvious that the suspension is coping admir 
ably with the demands being made upon it 
gone are the sickly wallowing sensations, 
and the pitching of the standard car, and in 
its place is a ride which is more than com- 
fortable enough, coupled with a new precision 
which allows the driver to place the car accu 
rately, and at least do something towards 
faltering the cornering attitude as he wishes. 
‘The Consul GT has heavy steering without the 
usual power assistance, and it is this which 
initially leads the driver to think that the 
car is understeering more than in fact it 
is, this is especially evident through slow 
comers, where the driver must work hard to 
hustle the big beast through quickly. Once the 
challenge is taken up, however, the Seneca 
can be pushed through with the merest trace 
of oversteer under full power and under com- 
plete control. Sheer road grip is outstandingly 
food wet or dry, and some credit should be 
Eiven here to the Michelin XAS tyres that 
Were fitted to the demonstrator. In short, the 
road behaviour of the car imparts tremendous 
confidence, and it is only the low geared 
steering which inhibits further irresponsibility 
High speed bends can be negotiated in fine 
style, the-car cornering flat and true in a 


completely neutral manner. 

‘The Consul/Seneca's suitability for long- 
distance touring would be complete with the 
‘addition of a five-speed gearbox or an over: 
drive, neither of which are offered. This is 
not to say that it feols strained at three- 
figure speeds (100 mph seemed a very satis- 
factory cruising rate) but the provision of a 
more restful, economical ratio would be a 
great benefit. More serious is a problem that 
cropped up during our sojourn with the car. 
Tt appears that the Ford bonnet is not de- 
Signed to remain in contact with its spring 
catch at speeds aver 100 mph, . and afte 
a few disconcesting flaps at the edges, the 
air pressure won. and the black » bonnet 
flew ‘up — to be thankfully caught by the 
safety catch, thus avoiding a potentially very 
nasty scene. A specification that included bon- 
net pins would certainly be on our list after 
aan occurrence like that 

With shock rumours circulating among the 
‘cognoscenti of the 100p gallon, the petrol ex: 
plosion continues to ravage our wallets. Uren 
makes the significant point that engine swops 
do not necessarily involve heavier fuel 
consumption, but since it is almost inevitable 
that converted cars are subjected to heavier 
‘Wellingtons” than their standard counter- 
parts, the fuel consumption is often presented 
in an unfair light. As far as the Seneca is 
concerned it is possible at steady speeds to 
return more favourable thirst indices than 
the standard car is capable of; but naturally 
‘once the inviting rev range is explored, the 
Seneca contracts a powerful thirst... one 
fast cross-country run returned just 17.4’ mpg. 
If this sounds severe it must be remembered 
that the Seneca is a big, heavy car, and its 
capacity for swatlowing flotsam of all types, 
animal and mineral, is virtually unsurpassed, 

‘Uren has accomplished a notable achie 
ment with the Consul/Granada, turning a pl 
sant barge into a 125 mph sports tourer that 
Contrives to announce its appearance most 
emphatically by its very disappearance 
something which will no doubt appeal to its 
potential buyers. A Seneca can be yours from 
just £3038. One Is left to wonder why it is 
that the minions of the law feel it necessary 
to terrorise motorists and loll at crossroads 
all day in expensive German saloons, when 
£2000 of the taxpayers’ money could be save 
fon a vehicle which is just as worthy—and one 
which would allow them to rush around the 
countryside in just as exuberant a manner. 
It would hold all their toys; the flashing lights 
and. ""stop’ their “bags” and radar, 

big enough to interrow 

herds of ‘motorists, Perhaps the 
boys in blue" feel the need for a bit of 
status to further alienate themselves from 
the motoring. public or maybe they just 
get a special " deal.” 


The low-geared steering makes accurate slide correction a matter of practice. 


Sports extra 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


George Warren — Santa Pod — Spencer, champion 
Russell again — Pearce back — YSCC win 


TRIAL 


Geoff Spencer, the Sutton Coldfield tool. 
maker, is the 1974 RAC Production Car Trials 
Champion. One of three drivers on maxi 
mum points at the start of last Sunday's 
Worcestershire Trial, run by the Hagley & 
District LCC at Greet, near Ludlow, he 
collected the title in the best possible manner 
by scoring an outright victory in his Ryford 
Cooper. Mike Hinde and Mike Stephens, his 
two rivals, both failed to add to their total 
of class wins and Spencer was home and 
dry. 


the parallel BT&RDA Championship 
it 4s ironic that Spencer, with 13 class wins, 
fs now most unlikely to retain the title he 
won last year. New leader, using the Apple 
ton tle deciding system, Is Bill Moffatt with 
his Ginetta, while Colin Valentine, the Imp 
man, has also reached the required nine 
class wins for a maximum of 90. points 
Moffatt is almost certain to take the title 
unless he has a disastrous final two events. 

‘With some 50 entries the erial became @ 
victim of the extremely wet site during the 
morning and one of the 11 sections was can- 


Mike Hinde—RAC runner-up. 


celled. With the bottom half of the venue 
dropped in the afternoon, eight new sections 
done twice on higher ground did much to 
Mft the trial back to its status, 

Spencer led his class all day. Favoured with 
@ reasonably early number he was able £0 
stamp his authority on the class at an early 
stage and had dropped 23 marks when an 
early lunch break came along. John Hodg- 
son's Mini was, as has been the case many 
times this season, occupying second spot on 
31 marks while Brian Midgley (1275 GT) was 
having a good day and was only two behind 
Hodgson. Midgley, in fact, went on to gain 
second place from Hodgson In the 16 subse- 
quent sections to give him his best placing 
for some time. Spencer was merciless up 
front and with a second haif score of only 
25 marks dropped he weighed in with a 
total of 48, with Midgley on 69 marks and 
Hodgson on 76. Fourth went to Nick Pollitt 
(Cooper) on 7 marks. 

In the conventional class Charles Barter 
found conditions most suited to his Dig 
wheeled Popular and there was never much 
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Spencer blasts through 


doubt about his class win. He dropped 36 
marks in the morning and was 12 ahead of 
Dennis Wells’ Skoda at this stage. Cham. 
pionship contender Stephens (Mexico) Had a 
midcling morning followed by a. st.ck-clob 
bering afternoon and eventually was a poor 
third. Barter’s total of 92 marks gave him 
the class from Wells by 17 marks, and with 
it the lead in the Alan Eadon Trophy for 
best performance by a newcomer. 

By ‘scoring his eighth sports car class win 
Mike Harrison (Midget) has given himself the 
chance of gaining a maximum of two events to 
Bo but he had to go some to beat his old 
Fival Brian Betteridge (Sprite). Trailing by two 
marks at the break Harrison found the change 
of terrain more suitable and he was able to 
blast away from Betteridge to the tune of 11 
marks in the afternoon for a grand total of 
112 marks, Mrs Jean Hazlewood, making an 
all too rare appearance, showed she had lost 
none of her skill with the family Sprite and 
took third place on 134 marks 

Third man on a maximum in the BT&RDA 
series Is Colin Valentine (Imp) who gained the 
biggest class win of the day with a margin 
of 26 marks advantage over Colin Wild, also 
Imp mounted. Wild, a newcomer to the series, 
has improved immensely in the few events he 
has contested and is a competitor to be 
watched by the Imp brigade next year. He was 
only four down on Valentine at lunch but 
slipped back in the second half. William Holt 
Drought one of several immaculate Morgans 
into third place albeit never a threat to the 
leaders. 

‘Class with the most tension was the last 
one ‘where Bill Moffatt and Mike Hinde 
matched each other until the last section be- 
fore lunch. Here Moffatt pulled out a consider- 
able advantage over the Clan man and went 
to lunch on 44 marks, a lead of seven marks. 
Much debate about the section marker board 
ensued but no protest was forthcoming and 
Moffatt, keeping a wary eye on his opponent, 
Went through to gain his ninth class win with 
8.93 mark total, Hinde finishing on 98 marks. 
Mac Hazlewood's Dellow, second at the inter- 
val, fell to third on 104 marks. 


Mitton’s first 


Glen Mitton and Stuart Pocock were over: 
all winners of the novice orientated Novem 
ber Rally run by the Birmingham University 
MC last Saturday. Driving an Avenger GT 
and contesting his first rally Mitton won 
the event by six minutes. 

‘The experts class went to N. Farington and 
J. Platt in a Lancia Fulvia on 21 m and the 
best novices were Mr. and Mrs. S. Johnson 
in a Dolomite who dropped 26 m. The be 
ginners class was taken by G. Rickford and 
C. Jones in an MG 1300 who dropped 27 m. 


SPRINT 
Russell again 


Banbury driver Steve Russell showed his win 
the week before was no fluke when he sccred 
hhis second sprint success ina week at a wet 
and windy sprint at Silversteme last Saturday 
organised by the Sporting Owner Drivers’ 
Club. In his Mallock U2 he headed an entry 
of 106 cars with a time of 58.9 5. This was 
some four seconds down on his winning 
from the week befcre but he was sti a 
second up on the next best time and he also 
headed 13 single seaters, none of whom found 
the conditicns to their liking. 

Second quickest was John’ Corfield in his 
Martin BM 10 who did 59.9 s while third, 
and taking one of the two awards given to 
Organising club members was David. Render 
who brought along his Brabham BT35 for a 
time of 1 m 00.7 s. There were some fairly 
close class battles, the best of which 
resulted in identical times in the 1301-1600 cc 
sports cars where Alan Laws and Paul Scott 
produced a time of 1m 13.1 s In thelr Elans, 
but Laws took the class on aggregate by a 
fair margin. 

The horde of modified saloons up to 1 litre 
had Don Hore a winner in his Mini on 1m 
88 5 while Basil Dagge's Imp was cnly a 
tenth of a second behind. The Carvell brothers, 
Dave and Ronald, had a fair old scrap in theit 
Cooper $ at the head of a class of 10 in the 
1001-1600 cc modified saloons, Dave beating 


Ronald by one tenth, 


Welsh scrap develops 


With three rounds of the Welsh Rally 
Championship still to be run, there's a fait 
old scrap developing for the leading driver. 

Currently leading with 55 points from five 
events is the Welsh Counties member Pat 
Jerome, but Brian Howells (Telfy Valley) is 
hard on his heels with 54 points from only 
four events. In third spot is Colin Mack from 
the North Walvs club who has 48 points from 
his best five outings. 

In contrast the navigator's championship 
shows Lee Vincent (Welsh Counties) with a 
comparatively safe lead. He has 68 points 
from six events while his nearest rival David 
Thomas (North Wales), has 49 points from 
five. Third is Dave Hurds (Hereford) on 35 
peints from three rounds. 

Port Talbot, despite only having one driver 
and one navigator in the top ten, lead. the 
club champicaship with 61 points from Welsh 
Counties on 53 points and Teiffy Valley on 
43. points. 

‘The last three rounds all follow one another 
and are: Eagle Rally (November 23/24), Nock 
Rally (November 30/December 1), and the 
Red Dragon (December 7/8), 

Colin Francis, championship secretary has 
confirmed there will be both a road and a 
stage championship next year and all clubs 
wishing their event to be considered for either 
championship must send a written applica- 
tion and £3 to him at 1 Despencer Avenue, 
Llantrisant, Pontyclun, Glam, by December 1. 
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SPECIAL TUNING & RALLY PREPARATION 
Phone Ken Barker at_(Triumph Distributor) 


MAMOS SLOUGH 


57 Farnham Road, Slough, Bucks. 
Slough 24001 


‘A BETTER CAR ALL ROUND WHEN YOUFITA. 


WOOD-JEFFREYS 
DELECTAIG FAN 


consumption by op 12 10% 


sor mare naam ne ting stern 
fg WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE TO: 


WOOD JEFFREYS 7D. 


North Road, Kirkburton, Huddersfield HOB OFT 


ALLARD ENG. LTD., High M 
Long March Ind. Estate. 
Daventry, Northants. 
Daventry 5588 


Specialist Engineering and Tuning Services 
Performance Car Servicing and Tuning 
RS2000 BDA Twin Cam, Lotus, Capri V6, 
Jaguar, Scimitar, Jensen, Rover V8 etc 
Engine blueprinting, rebuilding and reconditioning 
for normal road or competition. Contact us for 
an estimate. 
Dynamometer test cell. Essential to determine 
optimum performance on competition engines. 
Camshafts designed and manufactured 
Services: Milling ; turning ; grinding ; boring : 

honing ; balancing ; tuftriding ; welding ete 
Allard-Li y Engines 
RS2000 SOHC for Escort and Cortina Group 1 from £425 
New road/rally/race engines from £618 
Cstomers engine rebuilt from £197 
Stage Il conversion including modified head, camshaft, 
carburettor and manifold £129.50. 
Components. We can supply a wide range of camshafts, 
superchargers and turbochargers. Dellorto carburettor 
stockist. Cylinder heads, valve springs, valves, 
pistons, clutches etc. etc. 
(VAT extra on above prices) 
We have a team of highly competent technicians ready 
to carry out top quality work tc suit your requirements. 
Why not give us a ring at Daventry 5588/4717 and find 
‘out more about the services we can offer you 


Hood with concealed ear mutts 
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Stormcheater 


‘Special all-weather 
protective nylon from .C.L 


rally 
To: Checkpoint Ltd. 43 Broughton Street, Manchester MB BWP 
Please send ally jacket by return I have licked sie and eolour 
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To: Checkpoint Ltd. 43 Broughton Street, Manchester M8 BWP 
Please send spectator jacket by return. | have ticked size and colour. 
CHEST 36") 38" (-] 40°] 42" |] 44” To order only + 10%. 

Dark Bive |) Matt Black 


Inside quilted sleeves 


ADDRESS. 
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Jack Pearce’s Kineraft paws the alr on the way to another BTRDA and RAC championship win. 


TRIAL 


Jack draws away from Jacko 


‘The Kentish Border Car Club were hosts to 
the Semperit/BT&RDA and RAC. champion- 
jp round last Sunday. A good entry of 36 
cars assembled at the top of a Wrotham hill 
called Exedown, on of Kent. 
The usual formallei ing took 
place before the serious business of mountain: 
ering began. At the stroke of 11 o'clock the 
colourful line of trials machinery stood silent 
as thelr crews all assembied to pay hom- 
age to the fallen on Armistice day. After the 
two chilling minutes the cars and producers 

sport took to the woods and, in 
| the air was full of industry 
‘of Kent are such that only the full: 
blooded get to some of the more daring sec- 
tions, but such are today's sporting trials cars 
u the impossible is possible as the 
trial “again proved, with every hill being 
climbed at one time or another, 

The first round of 10 hills saw Jack Pearce 
and his powerful Kinceaft lead the way with a 
loss of 16, the blasting Jacksons were next, 
their Tbex-Ford having been caught out on a 
couple of hills that they had to pioneer, so 
thelr 25 score card included the lack or lack- 
of in the draw of the hills. However, the KB 
people had done their best to spread the load 
Over the course, with the sporting groups 
starting at different hills, Tony Harrison was 
well up in third place on 26, followed by Ivor 
Portlock (84), Reg Allen (35), Colin Taylor 
(89), John Benson (45) and Roy Denton, in 
his ‘newly Ford-motivated special, one point 
behind. The famous builder-in-chief, Mike the 
Cannon, had shoehorned a Renault lump into 
his regular mount during the previous night 
but the midnight operation was frustrated by 
over heating, and the Cannon was retired for 
more surgery. Cyril Gamblen had produced a 
fantastic 750 Special, powered by a Reliant 
engine, and on his first showing made it look 
fa class winner, which he did manage to do by 

ind of the day. 
‘The second round w: 


@ follow-on affair 
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over the same hills with a few modifications 
Tt was now the turn of Gordon Jackson to 
head the round with = low nine, but Jack 
ree, taking a 14, still held the lead. John 
Pack improved his lot with an expert 13, as 
did Ivor "the driver" Portlock with 17, In 
fact most of the leading runners improved on 
thelr scores: John Benson, (11); Reg Allen, 
13; Tony Harrison, 15; George Fisher with 
4.23 showed promise after hs long lay-off, and 
Tony Brise on 24 impressed with his off-the 
track activities. Stirling Moss was also going 
well but his good climbs were marred by ¢: 
which were later traced to 
nbs, possibly some special 


Arab deal juice! 

‘After the lunch interval the colder winds 
arrived and everyone preferred the shelter 
of the woods, and the energetic ways of the 
sporting trials. Such was the quality of the 
participants that two clear rounds by Gordon 
Jackson and Ivor Portlock were recorded for 
the 10 demanding hills, but Jack Pearce only 
Jost a single point s0 he took home the top 
honours. Stan Milton retired in a wonderful 
display of fireworks as his flywheel decided 
to Sever its connections with the rest of the 
union, which appears a current trend in other 
fields! 


COLIN TAYLOR 


© It was perhaps inevitable that the domina- 
tion of crials by the Kincraft and other larger 
engined cars would bring about a reaction 
with its finger on the pulse of the sport. 
SUNBAC produced a special trophy for the 
Griver of the highest placed car with an engine 
capacity not exceeding 1300 cc John Fack 
was the worthy recipient of the Allday Cup 
‘on this occasion. 


RALLY 


Hutchinson and 
Cowcill take their 
second week’s win 


A portable computer which produced a com: 
plete rundown of results within 10 minutes of 
fe last car finishing meant a slick ending to 
fe sixth running of the Shipside Trophy Rally 
lage Saturday might with the Notts University 
MC in charge. Winners and collecting their 
second win in a week, were the Stafford club 
crew. Mick Hutchinson and Eric Cowcill 
(RS2000), who profitted early in the second 
half when the halftime leader lost some seven 
minutes after drowning out in a ford. 

‘As a result of their win, they dropped 26 m 
7s, Hutchinson/Cowelll now have a healthy 
lead in the East Midland Rally Championship 
where they have 72 points, 16 points more 
than Steve Webster/John' Chadwick, the 
Oscroft Magnum crew, who were third on the 
Shipside, Mutchinson/Cowoill, whose car is 
owned and prepared by Lloyds of Stafford, 
have gained four wine and & fourth and a 
sixth place. There are two rounds left in the 
series, both taking place in the New Year, 

Leading at half way—by a. minute—were 
Peter Doughty and Graham Daws in. thelr 
Mexico, However, thelr hopes got waterlogged 
very sbon in the second half when they had 
to stop for drying out after a ford and they 
finally finished with a 29 m 13 s total and 
were only 15 s up on Webster/Chadwick 

Fourth place went to Dave Robbins/Stuart 
Bruce (Aylesbury Tappet Escort TC) on 31 m 
34/5, John Leyland and Neil Falrhurst were 
fifth in thelr Mexico on 38 m 57 # and the 
sixth crew home were Alan Scoble/Peter 
Knight in thelr Cooper S on 42 m 1s 

‘The portable computer, in the hands of Kev 
Gibson and his helpers ‘produced the results 
in ultra quick time and the other two class 
winners were D. Aitken/D. Coleman (Mexico), 
on 66 m1 s and M. Herbert/T. Sangster (Imp), 
on SF 87 m 21s 


YSCC win again 


The Yorkshire Sports Car Club won the Shell 
Motor Club League for the second year In 
succession in the final round, an autotest at 
the M62 service area at Hartshead Moor on 
Sunday. 

‘Their five-man team — David Naylor, Alan 
Forrest, Mike Allan, Gordon Chippendale and 
Carl Davis — made sure of the title by econo- 
mical driving in bad conditions which gave 
YSCC the best score of the day and increased 
their previous lead over the second club, 
likley. Huddersfield Motor Club made up 50 
points on Iikley but failed by 26 points to 
Snatch second place 

Ilkley, represented by Francis Tindall, D. 
Sowman, A. Powell, John England and Bria 
Kitching, might well have won the league thi 
year if the two previous rounds, an autocross 
and a production car trial had not been can: 
celled because of waterlogging 

Nine league clubs and 43 individual drivers 
were represented at the final and the indivi- 
dual class results were 


‘The final ie 
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Sports extra 


The Stone 


DRAG 


Tender Trap Escort was driven by Gerry Andrews and raced well against George Hamlyn in the final. 


Night racing attracts good crowd 


Once again the weather played the dominant 
role In the BDR & HRA's annual Fireworks 
Spectacular event at Santa Pod on November 
3. A heavy mist hung over the strip through- 
Out most of Saturday's qualifying peciod, 
preventing any rune through lack of wistlty 
for much of the day. When the mist eventual 
Ged ‘Itt the track remained damp, elthough 
it did dry out enough for some runs to take 
place, but without exception, all the larger 
cars were severely hampered by the tricky 
condkions, and qualifying times throughout the 
fleld ‘were at least = second off the usual 
standard, 

But despite this, a large crowd had 

ymbled by the early evening In anticipation 
of the fireworks display, and they were well 
rewarded wih some spectacular night racing 
by the big fuelers and funny cars. 

With some ex:ra spotlights fitted up at the 
finish end of the strip, there was just about 

ough light to see the length of the strip 
‘and Into the braking are 
glowing exhausts vanishing into the darkness 
Drought back memories of the night meeting: 
held some years ago. 

Highlight of the evening was a double burn- 
out with the two funnies of Haywood and 
Herridge, and i was only these two cars 
fiting up, bringing everyone to the stands that 
reveated just how many people were standing 
In the cold, Horridge’s Starcust car had 
trouble in keeping goin 
after the first burn-out. Afi 


ting the 
car quickly, 2 was hoped to run the ewo 
together, but by that time the headers on 
Haywoods’ car were glowing white het and 


staring to steam so the engine 


Later on, Pete Crane made several attempts 
at a fire burn-out with the Hunter Plactics 
car, and finally managed to set the volatile 
liquid alight with the flames trom his headers, 

well received by 


‘On Sunday morning it was raining again, 
but the sky cleared almost miraculously ai 
mid-day and the long process of trying to dry 
the strip started yet again, with push cars 
driving up and down fer hours on. end 
‘Eventually condicions had improved enough 
to siart racing, but with the early darkness, 
it would be a tight schedule. The first really 
hard run came from fearless Allan Herridge, 
who opened up "Stardust" to a fine 7.6 5 
at 156 mph, the car snaking viciously all’ the 
way as the tyres went from wet to dry 
and back again. Dave Stone was not so lucky, 
for in his first run of the weekend in " Tee Rat,” 
hhe got crossed-up coming away from the start 
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and just when ct looked as if he had gathered 
it ail up again the car wrned sharp right 
and smacked the crash barcier, wriing off 


the chassis and dcing some hopefully super- 
ficial damage to the big Chevrolet engine. The 
team had been planning to sell the chassis 


anyway and replace it with a new one styled 
on the more modern funny car ines such as 
Kexh Harvie's new car, but even so it was a 
14 end to perhaps the most successful chassis 
In drag racing. 
‘With Denn’s Stone away on holiday, Gerry 


And-ows tcok over the driving of the ceam's 
Precision Tapes Escort and had a terrific 
race against George Hamlyn's similar Escort 


Chey in the Super Street final. After being left 
at the start, he charged after the other car 
‘and made ic in the very last inch with an 
11.45 3/119 mph to 12.49 6/116 mph. 
‘Andrews also qualified for the team’s Top 
Dragster with a nine second run, but again 
showing tremendous potential in che class was 


Kevin Burrows in the D. B. Motors rear 
engined 427 Chevrolet. His time was also in 
the nines with the poor traction, but the car 
turned 


Kerminal yet at 171 mph 

powerful. Unfortun 
copped the 

meeting before their final took place. 

In Top Fuel Pete Crane had been fastest 
qualifier wich a \ime “somewhere in the 
13s," which again showed what tt was like, 
but he drew Dennis Priddle for the firet run. 
For the first time this year, Dennis red-lit, 
apparently through "creep" rather than over. 
enthusiasm, but Crane was thundering away as 
the green ‘came on, his car launching well 
with its new lower ratio final drive and 
Lenco two speed. But within a few yards the 
tyres started to umoke and as Crane sald 
afterwards “it didn't seem to be doing too 
well in that gear so I tried the other one.” 
This cid the tick for the car Acoked up to 
record far the quickest time of the weekend st 
74 £/196 mph, his best top speed to date 
and proof of the advantage of the Lenco. 
Priddle slowed with a 10's run after bis 

rst defeat at Santa Pod this year. 

Mike Huscherson had earlier recorded a bye 
at 8.1 8/160 mph, so it looked good for a 
final between the two newest cars in the 
class. When it came it was dark and rain 
farted to fall as the two fired up, so that 
by the time they were staged, it was pouring 
down and the track was soaking once 
Both cars cnaked all over the track a 
meen, with Hutcherson shutting down af 
a hundred yards and Crane hanging on a little 
longer before calling it of after getzing 
rig up to the barrier, and. then 


coasting through to his first Top Fuel win 
in only three meetings in the class—and 
under atrocious conditions. 

Not long before, Priddle had avenged his 
Top Fuel defeat by taking on Owen Haywood 
In the STP Avenger funny. This race was in 
the dusk, #0 that conditions were more favour- 
able for a full power run, but 
from the headers could be seen cl 
white emcke billowing from the burn-outs wa 
lie by dozens of flash buibs going off and 
the blueawkdte flames of the exhausts. Dennis 
Priddle was away first, with Owen Haywood 
chasing and closing all the way, the whine 
of the superchargers screaming’ above the 
thunder of the engines. The bigger car almost 
made it ag they tore across the finish line, 
the three foot long flames thrustini 
Into the ground each side like smatl rocket 
motors but Priddle’s 8.64 s at 167 mph was not 
enough to hold off Haywood s terrific 8.47 s at 
200 mph as he shot past just alter the finish. 
Fantastic stuff! 

‘With Stone out, Keith Harvie had his first 
win agains: Piel Elson's big Chrysler T with 
an 11.04 8/126 mph hole-thot over 10.84 6 
in Top Competition, whilst in Senior, the 
four car fel reduced to three when John 
Dickson's big Oldsmobile threw a rod whilst 
warming up, leaving Vic Hammond and Dave 
Page in the final when Freeman Rodgers also 
had trouble with his big Ford when staging. 

Once again, the surprising but encouraging 
thing about the day's act.vides was the amount 
of people who turned up to watch, the bank: 
being ‘well packed each side, while in the 
pits, despite chere being one more event to £0, 
talk was alreacy turning to next year and new 


RALLY 


Coopers’ runaway win 


Rod and lan Cooper sccred an easy win last 
Saturday when CSMA (West Middlesex 
Centre) ran their Uniflo Starlight Rally cver 
2 200 mile route, In their RS2000 they 
dropped 2105 marks to beat the similar car 
of Mick Briant/John MeKerrell by 44 marks. 

These two crews were a long way ahead 
cf the third best performance which was put 
up by Phil Wardle/Afan Woodbridge in thelr 
Ezcert TC on 2890 marks while fourth In a 
field of 86 was the first car away, Jon Lipton/ 
Dave Bocth in their Porsche 9118 who dropped 
2933 marks. 

Originally four selectives were to be tackled 
but the first was scrubbed after one cf the 
front runners broke down and blocked a steep 
white. The leaderboard was completed by 
Mitch Bayliss/Derek Crothers (Ascona) on 
3011 marks, narrowly beating Geoff Loos/ 
John Kappler (Magnum) who were only three 
‘marks behind, 


Sports extra 


A mixture of fun and success 


GEORGE WARREN talks to DEREK HILL 


Welshman George Warren, 47 years young 
last summer, became the hero of the Valleys 
when he clinched the  Castrol/BT&RDA 
Clubman's Autocross Championship in Sep- 
tember, and it would be fair to say that there 
never has been a more popular champion in 
the series. 

"Twas really si 


when I threw it all away 
fat the final in 1973,” recalls George thinking 
back to his big spin on the last corner of the 
last lap 14 months ago. “I was decermined 
that I would have a real go in 1974 but I 
really never thought an Escort, however 
powerful, stood a chance against all those 
hor Minis which keep. buzz 
about, not to mention the Specials. Mind 
when I had ‘won my class few times I rea 
Tiged it was possible but 1 was all butterflies 
at the final 1 can tell you 

Surprisingly, Edward George Warren had 
never done any competitive four wheel motor 
Sport until 1969 though he had trundled round 
the grass track two wheeler scene Immediately 


after the war on a venerable 250 Rudge. “It 
was one of those machines fitted with an ohv 
radial engine and I had quite a bit of fun 


out of it but never with any real success. 
Stilt I was only a youngster’ then. 

The one man taxi business which he started 
in 1950 and which has now developed in 
a complete taxi, car, van, coach, business 

i under the banner of Wembley Garage, 

In Wembley Avenue, on the outskirts 
Neath, preoccupied the champion. A. litt 
hazy ‘about how it all really happened h 
4a 3.8 Jaguar and was 


recalls that he acquil 


orge War 


n, in characteristic pose, at Long Marston for t 


persuaded to have a go at an autocross put 
fon by the Port Talbot club. 
Some mates helped 1 

‘and we played around and I found 1 
was enjoying myself though not winning. I 
then tried an Anglia the following year but 
halfway theough the summer 1 got hold of an 
Escort shell and since then I have never driven 
anything else seriously 

Very much _an-engine-at-the-front-get-the- 
rear-wheels-a-twitchin’ devotee, rge has 
tried Minis and found himself at sixes and 
sevens, His first engine was a 1650 cc unit 
with @ cross flow head and he has progressed 

he owns the powerful and 
tre BDA machine which came to 
him from the Ren Douglas camp. 

Warren lays great stress that his success 
has been due Dility and in this he is 
nstinting in his praise for Ivor Johnson, th 
Penclawdd, near Swansea, engine builder wh 

nded his motors for some three years, 


strip this beast a 


than 100 major awards already 
. Warren Is a pure fun loving 
Asked if he had any idea how 
much it cost him he replied, “I think my 
already grey hair would drop out if T tried 
to reckon it up. I have never been in it for 

money or the glory, both of which are 
ice, but. my wife ‘Alma and the elder lad 
Took on the autocrossing as a day out where 
we can enjoy ourselves. We have persuaded 
a few others to come slong with us and we 
thoroughly enjoy ourselves whatever happens. 
T'can honestly say I have made more friends 

the past few years in autocrossing than 


Autocross final 


anywhere else.” 

On the future of the sport he does not see 
any great changes being necessary, “The 
BT&RDA Championship is very good but T 
hink it would be better for the lads who try 
week after week and still only get a third 
or fourth in class to collect something for 
their efforts. 

1 would like to see far less attention paid 
to the big prize money for BTD and the 
money spread through the classes. 1 would 
also go along with courses being at least 
1,000 yards in length and perhaps three laps 
for a run—something for the lads to get their 
teeth into. 

So far as Warren is concerned, 1975 will 
see him taking in a little more of the 
fallycross scene. "I have been down to one 
or two events and thoroughly enjoyed it but 
it is mighty quick.” He wants to travel abroad 
when time permits but he will, hopefully, find 
time to defend his championship. 


With a large percentage of the motor sport 
minded “Welsh ‘concerning. themselves with 
fallies Warren has, nevertheless, collected a 
small band of aspirants around him and he 
Speaks with some respect of the Griffiths 
brothers Phil and David, Phil being the 
Welsh champion, Both have tasted the 
BTARDA series with some pleasure and will 
probably be back in support of the best 
av part from Rugby—that Neath has 
ver had. 
Next year George will have a new cra 
helmet. “The one I've gots the original 1 
started with and it won't be legal anymore, 
I've tried one of those full face efforts but 
L couldn't get on with it.” All of which means 
that the cheery grin on the weatherbeaten 
face of Edward George will be there for all 
fas he pounds his way to 
y and fun, 
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AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


ac 


RAYMOND MAYS, Zesnyr enpine fed. Te 


AUSTIN-HEALEY 


1972 Lancia Fulvia 1.38. Red with beige 
trim. Radio/8-track, Very pretty, and 


19/1 Fat Sport. Bark ‘blue, beige tem. & 
speed gearbox, radio 2975 
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however. you do have time to send in your 
classified | advertisement with cash in 3 
advance, we'll give you a fat discount—40 La 
per cent. But remember, this discount only 

applies to pre-paid classified lineage eds. 


(in Bind 


FORD 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


alten SSS" a We 
MERCURY 
GINETTA MERCURY sromTs, GT MOLLING, CHASSIS. J com 


‘Cingted "by, Wess 


MORGAN 


re 


Pree hy 


RELIANT 
Traum 


MICK HILL DUTTON-FORSHAW (BUCKS) LTD. 


(the Capri Man) new mini "S278 *Fundeayiime 
Otters 2 Ford Capri RS 31008 for 
fone green, beth very low m 


One white 
a 


anged. 


Mire purchase and part excha 


Mick Will Racing. Draycott. Derby. 
Tol Draycott 3519 or Nottinghary $2588. reushingham, Road, Axlesbuny, 


Bive with autumn te 
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=a af-— |CIRRUS _ Baty Tecan apd SEAN competion. oF sent 

COLVILLLTD Te I 88 EN sca" propsaiions heving RS1600 

Nasr NORMLEY, Wn, GUILDFORD, SURREY Soe a i ee tceeaee h e 
zie suit ame E0508 ar best oe 

toe HEE HEALEY ums = TIM ELY, PRESCOTT, PARK CORNER DRIVE. 

Sassleieer-onitbemes ree Tae baat Fionsay: (STD OWO-O8) 386E 


Sarre) IGOLOSEAl 


LOTUS SCIMITAR 


GINETTA 


A selection of NEW Reliants, MGs, Lotus 

and British Leyland Cars tor imn 

Gelivery and export. Piease teleph 
Is 


NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 


East Horslieya114 


STUART GRAHAM 
MOTORS 


offer 
1972 BMW 2002 Low m very atractiys 
ed/grey cloth trim eis 
1971 X98, Manvel, overdrive, towbar. Supery. in 
every respect. Pale’ biue/navy. wim 
197" MUSTANG "MACH 1. Auto. po 
jontrens Favuious in” Franch blue 


WEEKOAYS cam 72M 
SUNDAYS -10AM-4PM 


1069 "FIREBIRO CONVERTIBLE F800. Power-hood, 

tectric: windows, wie. ‘Silver/Black trim E1056 

1870, CAMARO 228. Auto, PAS, “ho specie! 
3d» “owns road 


ASTON, NANTWICH, CHESHIRE 
TEL : ASTON (STD 027-078) 300 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW¢ 
Sales and Service 
Yel: 01-202 8011 


Sie tv. co cr. 


397i UR) LOTUS ELAN 25 130 


sere eakie™ seiner "ONC 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


FILING /WARRANTY CLERK 


for Lotus main dealers in Chelsea. Mole or 
female and lots of energy required. Driver 
preferred though not essential. 


TEL INGREBOURNE (STD 45) £2752/42099 LONDON AREA 


Tel: Allan Jones 01-370 4114 


noabsren 
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DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 
b BFGoodrich J AMERICAN CAR 
— GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


ID. 1B. MOTORS 


fat: 4x3 of Leicester 


‘Geer Lares stocks of American care Yor ate 


Quaury auromosite 
Sonsurrants: 

SRANDON. NEAR COVENTRY 
TELEPHONE " WOLSTON 2285/1 


| DINO DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE. Tel : Wolston 2285/6 
Ferrari | (STO 020-335) 


Lotus Elite 502, 1974. Regency 
red, oatmeal interior. Stereo, air 
conditioning, etc. 988 miles. 
£5590. 
INTERNATIONAL CARS 
(ALFRETON) LTD, 


Hall Street, Alfreton. Derbyshire 
Tel: Alfretcn (STO 077-383) 2176 
Mercedes Benz Main Dealers 


JENSEN HEALEY 


AUGUST, 1974 “N” REGISTERED 


"Yel: JoW Leadiay, Nottingham (0802) 46317 


Hooleys Garage, Derby Road, Nottingham 


405 GREEN LANES, 
HARINGEY, LONDON 4 1EU 


01-348 2221 


th, Shelby 428 (7 sure) 


Power hood, auto 
Dark blue “e055 
1971 RS1600 Escort. 30,000 

Excelent condition. White 
43969 20006 Core: 
1970 V6 Zephyr 

Dood condition 


Attia/Chevrolat. Eligible classic car championsnig ae [sear y TE A 


Front spolier. 9115 alloy wheels with 185 VR 
70 profile tyres. Heated rear window, rear wiper, 
Sports and high performance cars maintained and radio, ete, In excellent order throughout. £1400, 


om Soe 


Full race Spitfire. All fibreglass. Twin 45s. Imp 
roar suspension © oe 


Braunston, nr Oakham, Rutland, Leics 
Tel: Oakham (STD 0572) 2010 
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MGB GT 


Overdrive, chrome _rostyles, _head- 
restraints, tinted glass, In attractive 
Mirage/biack. Immediate delivery 


TEL: 01-735 5321 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 
OF PETERBOROUGH 
OFFER 


ALAN DOUBLE 
Tel: Peterborough (0733) 67177 
After hours Stamford 782516. 


IWR FORD POWER 
ENGINE 


BLUE ~ FLASH 
ENGINES 


CONDITIONED 

Full Ford Passenger Range— 
All Types Inc. V's 

From £60 Exchange 
PERFORMANCE 
RECONDITIONED 
Cross Flow and Pre Cross 
Flow — Up to 122 bhp— 

From £120 Exchange 
LOTUS TWIN-CAM 
RECONDITIONED 
Mk I! Only, Up to 140 bhp~ 

From £225 Exchange 
All IWR engines are bench 
tested and fully guaranteed 


IWR Performance Camshafts & Cylinder Heads 
Full Machining and Balancing Service 


Write or Telephone for Full Details 


Been awl lan Walker Service Ltd, 


236 Woodhouse Rd.,London,N12. 
Tel: 01-368 6281/4 
‘Shop open: Monday-Friday 8.00-6.00 Saturday 9.00-1.00 
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LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE Immaculate Mach One 
NOW OFFICIAL ALFA ROMEO AGENTS GERRY MARSHALL Mustang ‘69, 428 ci. 


ee Ne 335 b.h.p. 140 m.p.h. plus, 
15 mpg. 


Over £1,000 spent in the last 18 months, 


casserte. Some spares. including ‘3.97 
7 3.50 to 1, cw.p's. Would part exchange 
ar or boat 
£1,825 


Tol : 01-876 9245 day, 01-789 4141 
‘evenings. 


HIGH STREET, EDGWARE aed US ELAN 54 O.H.C. Im bins, 


01-952 6171 


Open 9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. _ msziee_CAPAI RN... shoes 


For further details PORSCHE ENGINE 


Sept "72 24 litre 911E. £900 complete. 


of advertisements on these 
sion available. We will fit to any 911 
pages Sa, opel mo rary Suge 


ring 01-636 3600 is 
ext 49 65 Wa r Bueet ty iver, or, Bucks. 
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CLUBMANS 
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ROBERT RYAN RACING 


wish to sell the very successful 2 litre Broadspeed Escort as driven by Alec Poole. 


Many spares including slicks and wet tyres. Offers around £4,400. For further details 


Tet: WYTHALL 823371. 


CHEVRON 
B27 F/A 


As new 
£3500 ono 


Cosworth Attantic engine (Screamer just rebuilt) 
£1300 ono, 


END OF SEASON SALE 


WANTED FVC engine and good coach tra 


JOHN CALVERT. Tol : 01-366 0286 (home) 01-373 0032 (otice) 
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sible exchange for 


ALO LAWLER IS 
HAVING A SALE 


Hawker DL11 with Scholar engine. One of the 
quickest Hawkes in the country. 7 wins and 29 
placings, pole position 3 out of the last 6 outings 
Also enough spares to build a car, including a set 
of racing wheels complete and a complete new engine 
with other engine spares as well 


Commer Diesel Coach transporter, to carry 2 cars or 
‘one plus living accommodation, 


2 Formula Atlantic engines required 


£3500 THE LOT 


L & B EXCAVATIONS LTD, 
69 EARL STREET, 
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS, 
MERSEYSIDE WA 129PM 


Tel : 092 52 3936 4352 


“uODSPORTS cans 
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slicks and wets 


GROUP 5 PORSCHE 911S 
CARRERA R.S.R. 


International Group 5 trim ready to race. Loads of 
spares including gearbox, spare engine, fibregiass 
body panels, spare gear ratios, 22 sets of tyres, 


Ideal for Modsports 1975 or could be converted 
to Group 4 with parts available. 


Apply to either Charles ivy Engh 
72 


wing, 01-262 6489 


WANTED 
1957/58 LISTER-JAGUAR 


or 


1952/54 FRAZER NASH 


Please supply details, history if available, price asked ond 
where seen: 


lan Sutherland, 
Mitton of Ogil, by Forfar, Angus 
Tel : evenings Fern 258 (Angus) 


Ex Tony Lanfranchi 


£2250 ex Van Der Steen, Tony Lanfranchi 
3.0 CSI Coupe, 1973 M regd 


Welt kn 1S very competitive ear 


28) but complete with all trim 
road car, oF of course # vary competitive racing car with just the engine 
‘ebuild, The retail valve of this car is £5000 + 


Telephone: BUCKLOW HILL 830423 


JOHN HANDLEY RACING 


Offers for sale the 
ROLLER CHAIN DISTRIBUTOR'S 
TRIUMPH DOLOMITE SPRINT 


Very successful car 13 starts, 12 finishes, NO SHUNTS. At 
present 2nd Class C, Castro! _snniversary championship, 4th 
Gverall and 1st Class C, Avon Tour of Britain. Car onl . 
or £4000, including ‘spare engine and gearbox. Trailer, 
accessories, etc 


Tel: John Handley. 
Wolverhampton 53765 or 38491 or John Ruston, Stafford 62969 


GRYPHON 
C73 


Indon, engine. 22 races, 19 
2 Ts 0 


VAUXHALL MAGNUM 2300 COUPE 


Professionally built from a new car for 1974 season. Offered 
with production saloon and Gi engines. Standard and close 
ratio gearboxes. Stondard and LSD differentials with va 
ratios. Numerous spares including cylinder head, Tyre © 
ment includes Michelin slicks and intermediates, Du 
wets, plus Klebers and Avons for production races, 14 wh 
including 2 set of alloys. Chassis mods include Koni dampers: 
Full aley cage Fireater system, Willans harness and Corbeau 
seat. Immaculate, legal and scrutineer proof, 


Would cost new in excess of £4500 
‘Simply must go, hence £2250 ono. HP and P/X 
Contact Brian Athews. Tel: 01-340 8051 office hours 


ELDEN Mk 10c 1974 


Complete car ready to race. Fitted Minister engine, Bilstein 
shock absorbers, Fireater extinguisher system, numerous sets 
of wheels plus tyres, (including set of demon Avon tyres to 


make the car a wee bit slower for 1975). This ultra-competitive, 


never bumped car is offered along with semi-enclosed trailer. 
1973 Rowland engine—stripped for inspection, plus hordes 
of spares including ratios, dampers, suspension etc etc. if 


required 
£1,995 
Tel: Lempitiaw 245 (Roxburghshire). 
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MICK HILL RACING, DRAYCOTT, DERBY 
DRAYCOTT 3319 


SEE ON BBC GRANDSTAND 
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THE “SUPER SALOON” 


1974 SUPER SALOON 
SERIES WINNER 


Undoubtedly the most competitive and 
reliable saloon available today. Earnings 
from this car in excess of £10,000 per 
annum. Spares include wheels, ‘tyres, 
engine differential and suspension 
parts. Lap records include Thruxton 
(101.2 mph), Castle Combe (102 


mph), Snetterton (101.38 mph). 


OFFICE NOTTINGHAM 55046 


“Win, the Lenders’ Champlonahig with 
thie! Car tt Reason.~“aays Pater Volghe 
‘Alan Richards ts selling 
his Gryphon atter ver 
Successful” season —t 
a 
Rootes "supercharge 
and. special cylinder 
heed, powar in the region of 170 bhp on’ Metharol, 200° wath 
20% Nitro. Knight ZF box with LSD, 10 in-12 in with G33 


wins, 5 seconds, 4 
class record: 

1100 cc all 
compound Goodyears. Trailer, spare body and mould, spare 
gearbox etc, included in price of £1,500. 


Tel: Cheltenham 29367. 


BRABHAM REPCO BT36X—S-litre 


The car which won the 1973 and 1974 RAC Hill Climb 
Championships is offered for sale, complete with Repco ED 
B-litre’ engine, G300 gearbox, 8 rear wheels, 6 front wheels 

‘Spare gear ratios, car cover and a selection of dry. 
jermediate and wet Firostone tyres to fit all rims. This out 
ndingly successful car, which currently holds six hill records, 
has been maintained to the highest possible standard 


Price complete : £7,250 ono. 
Enquiries : Michael MacDowel 

Office : Guildford 69944, 
Home : Godalming 6674. 


BRABHAM REPCO BT35X—S-litre 


the ex-Tony Griffiths car, sister to the BT36X. It is 
in excellent condition and complete with a Repco ED 
B-litre engine, 0G300 gearbox, 6 rear wheels, 4 front wheels 
and a selection of Firestone ‘tyres, together with @ number 
Of spare gear ratios. A very competitive car which has figured 
consistently in all first class events 


Price, complete : £6,000 ono. 


Enquiries ; John Cussins 
Office : 61-636 5000, 
Home : 01-348 1007 


worth 
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F5000 
LOLA 


£3,500 


Ash Green (0474) 81 
or Te 


£5,500  compx 


less motor 


Lomberhurst (089278) 587 
‘DFD 96172 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


March Sports Car. Ex Jody Sheckter. Completely rebuilt and 
‘odifted, updated 74 suspension (ail new). Rolling chassis 


x Jean Pierre Jarier. Completely recondi- 
ng complecion, Rolling chassis, Last used 


No. ESR 1. Brand new. 


Bag tanks 
Chrome Radius Rods 
Front and Rear uprights, unmachined 
oll filters, large’ siz3 
gs 


March, brand new 
‘avy duty trailer, covered 


4/5 THANE WORKS, THANE VILLAS, 
LONDON, 


Tel: 01-609 1668. Evenings WATFORD 30726. 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


* Racing and Competition Cars 54-62 - Autosport Market Place 62-64 


JOSE SANTO 


Offers for Sale 


2 Ford Novamotors, six 8in wheels, six 10in 
wheels, 20 Mk 9 gear ratios, spare mono- 
coque, Bedford TK Transporter. 


MARCH 74B 


Latest formula 2 bodywork, vented front discs with 
4 pot calipers and special large calipers, new Konis, 
Aeroquip oil and brake fines, F3 suspension with 
Konis, 1 set wheels Firestone 36 wets, multitude of 
spares. 


MATT SPITZLEY 
WALNUT TREE COTTAGE 
HOOK NORTON 
OXON 
TEL: HOOK NORTON 417 


Mike Young 
offers for sale 


HIS VERY SUCCESSFUL VAN DIEMEN RF74 


Complete with works Scholar engine ready to race, Don 
Parker trailer, and gear ratios, this car has had 9 wins, 
numerous 2nd and 3rd places this season. Complete or will 


split 
Tol: Charsfield 212 (Suffolk) 


TRIUMPH DOLOMITE SPRINT 
GROUP 1 


LECT) 


Engine and gearbox by Broadspeed. Rolling chassis 
by Spec Fab C. & S. 2 sets of wheels, slicks and 
wets. Road or race car taken in part exchange. Offers. 

Contact : GERRY EDMONDS RACING 
Phone : 0675-63695 office. 0902-733925 evenings. 


DANNY SULLIVAN 
offers for sale 


his very successful 
MARCH 733 F3 


With freshly rebuilt Vegantune with spares and 
wheels £3000 ono 


01-589 5556 (Eves) or Burnham (06286) 63761 (Day) 


Neil McGrath offers for sale 


His MEXICO 


third in this year’s championship, holds lap 
records at Aintree, Oulton Park, Cadwell, 
Snetterton. Engine just rebuilt. 


£1150 ono 
Tel : Warrington 54396 day, 67303 night 


HOGAN RACING 


OFFERS FOR SALE 


LOLA T330 F5000 


most competitive 5000 


rly new, fully strengthened and widened 4-w! 
0 2-litre Transit, L regd. Only 26.000 miles. Superb cor 


Tol: Byfield (0327) 60269 or £0736. 


PIERRE ROBERT RACING TEAM 
OFFER FOR SALE 


TWO BMW F2 RACING ENGINES 


Both are 1974 models which are maintained 
by the factory and are ready to race. 


£3500 each or £7000 for both 
BOX ASP 4002 


NICK PREUSSEN 
OFFERS FOR SALE 


His race winning March 733 complete with Neil Brown 1930 ec 
t/cam engine, Aeroquip brake, clutch, six spare wheels, set of 
wets. Numerous part used slick, spare nose, complete set of 
ratios. The car is in good condition and ready to race. OFFERS. 
Tel : 01-940 0754, 
Joe Simmons Racing, 
Marchmont Read, Richmond, Surrey 
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Our highly developed and very successful Racing 
nza is now offered for sale. It is in immaculate 
and race-winning condition, and provides an unique 
opportunity to purchase one of the fastest and most 
reliable Special/Super Saloons in the country. 


SPECIFICATIONS 

16 valve 250+ bhp engine (only 7 races 
since new) 

ZF 5-speed gearbox, twin plate clutch 
Limited slip differential 

10in front and 12in rear Minilites. 
Goodyear slicks and full set of latest 
Goodyear F1 wot tyres and wheels 
F5000 ventilated front discs and SMT 
developed split braking system 

Full race suspension, foam-filled 

bag tank, etc 


Ingliston 62.2 


Over 1300 cc. 


in total 


TRACK RECORD 1974 


Ten 1st places this season 
Outright saloon ear lap record at 


Thruxton—1.256—Croft 1.10.8. 
Class win Scottish Saloon Championship 


2nd place’ Nurburgring 300 km. 
3rd place Super Saloon race at Thruxton 
This cor has had nearly 40 race wins 


For further details, contact Bill Dryden. Tel : 031-229 2488 


We'd like to take this opportunity of thanking our Sponsors—Castrol, James Car Deliveries, 
Sears Finance—for their support 


PRICE 
This car is literally EEEEs 
cheaper than other Super 
Saloons currently on the 
market—and has beaten 
most of them anyway. 


AGE 


We are keen buyers of the type of cars and equipment 
listed above—plus of course Lotus 23s 


TEL: MIKE GUE 


Tel : Caine (STD 024-981) 2337 (Wilts) 


ARIAN AUTOMOTIVE 


Offer Lola T212 FVC/FT200 ex Minilite car. Perfect condition 
throughout. 10 spare wheels with slicks, wets and inter: 
mediates. Spare uprights, wishbones, car cover and four wheel 
vreller. £2650. 


HP and Part Exchange possible 


Day, Cobham 5777. Evenings East Horsley 3903 


TRIPLEX OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP 


winning Avenger, pursued by many and passed by 
few. £1,350 ono 
Demonstration arranged for serious enquiries 


Kdemon\tweeks) 


GATESHEATH SMITHY. TATTENHALL, NR CHESTER 
Tel : 0823 70055, after ‘6 pm 70429 
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BRABHAM BT30 


TEL: BANBRIDGE (076 262) 8817/2794 
Bill Gowdy, Banbridge, County Down, N. Ireland 


ON 10s AND 14s, ROLLING CHASSIS 
NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED. 


COSWORTH FVA SERIES 11 


1600 cc Formula Two engine complete with injection, clutch, 
starter, exhaust, high pressure pump, etc. Six hillclimbs since 
complete rebuilt. Approximately 235 bhp £1200 


1974 VEGANTUNE /GP RACING 2-LITRE FORMULA 3 1810 cc 


Approximately 153 bhp. (Test sheets available). Unused since 
modified 1095 
HP arranged, any road or racing car taken in part exchange. 


WANTED 

Chey 5.0 or 57 engine complete with 48 Webers, DG300 

Gearbox. 13in front McLaren uprights, calipers. whole, at 
Spencer Elton, Highfield, Loigh Rood. Westbury. Wilts 

Tel Westbury 2688 “home. Westoury 2262/3~business 


IAN WARD RACING 
OFFER FOR SALE 


their Keith Holland/ 
Steve Thompson 1974 
Trojan 102 rolling chassis. 


Phone Newington (Kent) 843021 


MeKinstry 01-629 9000 dey or 01-455 1125 evenings or 
‘Syd Fox 01-684 0121 


The most successful Supersports of 1974. Driven by Creighton 
Brown this superbly prepared car won the following 


‘SHELLSPORT SUPERSPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP 
TRICENTROL CLUBMANS CHAMPIONSHIP 
GREGOR GRANT TROPHY 

JOHN EDWARDS MEMORIAL TROPHY 


“ A“ Class specification. including 
in and 10} in Melmags, 014 alloy 
Calipers, Spax adjustables ete, and various spares. 
£900 less engine/gearbox 
Creighton Brown: Tel : Chieveley (Berks) 254. 


MASERATI 4CLT/48 


This Maserati is in excellent condition, fitted 
with preselector box. Ideal historic racing car: 


Part exchanges will be considered. 


Tel : 061-330 1027 (day) 
061-338 3102 (evening) 


SHADOW : 


Y  saLe 


Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th November 1974, 10 am to 4 pm 

at NICHOLS AVS—Ross Road, Weedon Road Industrial Estate 

(on left, 2 miles from Town Centre, on the AaS for Daventry). 
Tel : (0604) 54351 


R: 
DN1/2A Complete rolling chassis fully prepared for race, Ex: 
Jarier team car 
DNI/6A Rolling chassis with FGA, parts available to como 

fedman team £3,500 


ox-R 
SPARES 


2 DN1 Monocoques ex Oliver/Folimer £350 each 
Complete rear suspension unit including FGA for DN1 £475. 
Many other items. including 13 in and 15 in, diameter wheels 

from 10 in to 19 in wide, fuel tanks, oil and water radiators, 
bell housings discs and bolls, drive shafts, front and roar 
uprights, axles, ARBS and suspension parts, bodywork includ- 
ing wings, noses, air boxes. plus lots more useful and 

interesting goodies, at much less than cost price, 
Come early, bing cash and save a fortune on your 1975 
race car. 


Phone enquiries for cars only, to Jim Eccles 


Personal callers only for spares on sales days. 
Light refreshments will be available. 
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JOIN THE SUPER SALOON s:7 1975 


Mumm My racing Escort now for sale due to further projects for next year 
needing space and money to complete 
This car has only run for 2% hours due to lack of time and bad weather 
limiting testing. With a little more handling adjustment the car will be 
really fast and capable of winning Super Saloon (2-litre class) next year. 
Chassis is full race frame with all fibreglass bodywork. Very easy to 
work on due to removable sections 
Front suspension fully adjustable rose-jointed wishbones, roll bar, vent 
discs and 4 pot calipers, etc 
Rear suspension fully adjustable, roll bar, parallel link/radius rod F1 
style. Chev 5000 mag uprights. H/D Birficld drive shafts 
Alloy GP foam-filled tanks. Inboard vent back brakes. Fuil instruments. 
Engine Brian Hart 1850 BDA. Min 255 bhp with lots of torque. 
Gearbox ZF five-speeder 
10in and 12in wheels, Firestone slicks. BMW racing diff unit, located to 
frame. Trans ignition. Lucas injection. 
For sale at £4250, a realistic price for the project. Will sell less engine 
and box as they are beauts. Road car taken in part exchange. 


{oudey and ‘canbe son to bevirwally news og CONtact: Geoff Wood, Riby Road, Keelby, Grimsby, Lincs. 


it was built of new parts and only finished in Tel: Roxton 236 (Lines). 


ADRIAN WEBB OFFERS 
FORD MEXICO GROUP ONE 1973 


Never damaged, little used. Latest suspension, Newly blue 
printed engine. New springs and shocks. Competitive and 
ready to race, 1975 series, £1175. 


As raced in 1973 under main dealer sponsorship. No 
expense spared. Every conceivable mod carried out. Spore 
engine, gearbox, 3 sets Minilites and tyres. 6th overall 1972 
Saloon Championship. Ready to race on Continent or quick 
club car. Might split. £1500. 


ADRIAN WEBB 


ROYALTY BALLROOM, SOUTHGATE, N14 
Tel : 01-886 4112 or 01-886 0951 office hours 
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ONE CAN-AM 8.1 LITRE If you are a rally specialist or 
ALUMINIUM ENGINE, REBUILT have any rally equipment to 
OFFERS sell why not give us a ring on 


Race Engine Services, Little Staughton Airfield, 


Lite Staughton, Near Bedford 01-636 3600 


Tet : 023062 591 
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BALANCING 


INSURANCE 


BUSINESS 


CARBURETTERS fet A 
———E—————— u EQUIPMENT 
V.W. DERRINGTON LTD FIBREGLASS MOULDINGS enamrenanes iy aaa 
Fonte (Aimee ac cree oS Neel ego Se ody BO 
WEBER CARBURETTERS vee GEARBOXES PREMISES TO LET 


es RACEWEAR 
HEWLAND SS 


WEBERS |cearsoxes 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
300/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON Nw2 2HP. 


M SPARES 


x 
ENGINES 


RACING 
20 


"' o¥-835 6781 (night) 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 
For prompt and efficient service 
telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders welcomed and promptly FPT and Ni 


executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A member of the Alan Smith Group. 


BELL STAR and 
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=~\eroquip 


y, for race and rally 
GOODRIDGE RACING (U. 


Sports and Performance Cars 


Spoilers + 
Wheel Arch Extensions 


Heavy duty front spoilers made in fibre glass 

to cover full width of car. Available for Escort, 

Capri, Imp, BMW, 2002, Avenger. £9.25, 
pp 40p. 

“Group nose’ front spoiler, lightweight, very 
strong. Available for Escort and Capri. £12.50, 
pp 50p. 

Trans-Am type boot lid with moulded-in 
spoiler. Available for Capri, Escort. £17, 
pp 80p. 

Escort, Anglia wheel arch extensions. Heavy 

duty, set 4. £11.50, pp 70p 


All prices include VAT 
Trade and ‘export enquiries welcome 
Kv LTD 
Market Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Tel : Tunbridge Wells 38121 


1973 JENSEN HEALEY. Excellent condition. £1450 ono. 


Tel : Kirby Musloe 2135 (evening). Leics 61631 (business) 


END OF SEASON SALE 


Full ace 1080 cc. ‘All steel T/cam, phase 4 spec, cebuil. Ready to 
race/aily. £460. 


116E con rods 
Lotus Corting ex/Menitold .. £10 


PETER BLOORE RACING 


STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 


S/absorber 


108 £10 Aluminium serge copecity tue! 
Inline ter 6 tank 


5 BMW wheels, E15. Selection 13in 


ing tyres (including 


Serious offers considered for ny of the‘above, 


TEL: HUSBAND BOSWORTH 361 


ROLLOVER BARS SITUATIONS V, 


BRUCE McLAREN MOTOR RACING 


ROLLING ROAD DETAIL DRAUGHTSMAN 
Excellent salary, conditions and prospects 
ROLLING ROAD auc ‘MCLAREN hAOTOR RACING, LTD, 
5 Davi s "Slough $3 OGE 

‘et " Coinbroak 2201 or Camberley 21978 evenings, 


SERVICES 
SAFETY GLASS Monza service station 
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SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


TRAILERS 2tontodtons 


STEERING WHEELS 


For all wheol problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO 


71 Jeddo Road. Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tol: 01-749 1391/2 


enclosed. 


(make of car, etc.) 


AUTOSPORT NOVEMBER 14, 1974 


WARNING 


MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS 


GORDON SPICE 


for 


LINEA SPORT FPT IGD SAFETY 


VISOR 
GRIFFIN HELMETS 
TRACK STAR HELMETS 


STAINES 57867 


12B Central Trading Estate, 
Staines, Middlesex. 


The leading 
manufacturers 
of competition 

harnesses 


Britax 


PUT SAFETY 
A Member of BSG I 


FOLLOW 
THE 
LEADERS TO: 


JAYBRAND 
Race Wear 


HIGHBURY STREET, 
PETERBOROUGH 
Phone: 0733-68247 


er SAFETY DEVICES 
ROLL OVER BARS 


ALWAYS: 
LOOKING FOR 
BETTER WAY 


As fitted to the vehicles of Ford 
competitions dept. British Leyland 
special tuning, Chrysler competitions 
department 

Standard Equipment on the Lotus 
Elite. 


98 Fulbourn Old Drift, 
Cambridge 
Tel: Cambridge 42268 


AAILY M aAlL 
Tv. 


7 


Road & Racing 
Accessories 
(Holborn) Ltd. 


JAYBRAND, NOMEX, 


WESTOVER BOOTS, LINEA, 


FTP, BELL HELMETS, 


GRIFFIN HELMETS 
AVAILABLE SHORTLY. 


10/12 Proctor Street, 
London WC1V 6NX 
Phone: 01-242 3080 


F.LA. - TYPE ROLL-OVER 
BARS 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON 


Telephone: 
Sawston (02203) 2575 


_ Wake up the oil you've got 
in your sump now, with a top-uy 
of Shell Super Multigrade. 


ou can improve 
the protective power 
of the oil in your 
sump now by simply 
adding a pint or 
quart of Shell Super 
Multigrade. 


Get real engine protection- 
change to Shell Super Multigrade 


SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


AUTOSPORT 


RAC Rally-full spectator guide 


{ North Central 


<S_ Banking-Instalment Credit-Leasing 
- 
~ —— 
Te 


No.1in Group 1. 
Will Sparrow wins the 


1974 RAC Group 1 Rally Championship 
in a Vauxhall Magnum 2300. 


Vauxhall 2.4 


RAC Rally Guide 


IS/4 POLLY 


contents 


3 John Davenport reviews 
the teams and their 
chances of victory 


8 Team manager Mike 
Greasley describes the 
work behind getting his 
three car team ready 


12 The entries - the ‘works’ 
factory cars, the 
privateers and their 
entrants 


16 Where the action will be 
-the special stages and 
how to get to them 


18 The drivers - some 
familiar faces and some 
not so familiar 


AUTOSPORT SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


‘This year's RAC International Rally of Great Britain does not promise to be any more 
competitive than last year’s, or that of the year before. How the rally will sort itself 
‘out remains to be seen. The only thing we can be sure of is that each year the rally 
improves further, and this year, with sponsorship trom Lombard, should certainly be tho 
best yet. Spectator facilities have never been so good. Lombard have allocated a very 
Substantial sum of money to covering the RAC Rally for the next three years. 

Lombard North Central have been involved in motor sport sponsorship with such events 
‘the Formula Three Championship series, and the British Caravan Road Rally, and even 
in a minor role with previous RAC rallies when they supplied road books, support 
literature and the well-known competitors’ rally bags. Secondly they have a close 
association with the RAC as providers of the RAC ‘Members’ Finance Plan, and finally 


vehicle purchase transactions. It was natural for them to take this opportunity when it was 
offered, and they are firmly convinced that the event will continue to in stature 
ysult. Grow it might, but already the RAC Internaticnal can be considered to be tho 
popular event on the rally calendar, attracting more factory support and works 
drivers than any other international run this year. 


to create continent 


meat of the rally. 


‘The 1960 rally was the first event to incorporate any of Jack Kemsley’s thinking. 
it was won by Erik Carlsson (Stuart Tumer co-driving) ; the first of three consecutive 
victories for Carlsson and his red two-stroke Saab. The rally that year ited 


incorpora 
few “critical “ sections—forerunners of the against-the-clock special stage. On the 1960 
event a two mile section of un-metalled road at Dalmally, to be run at an av 
speed of 40 mph from standing start to stop turned out to be very decisive, with onl 
Carlsson managing to complete the section without incurring penalties. 

some other loose-surface miles incorporated. run at an average speed ‘of 30 mph, but a 
minor epidemic of foot and mouth caused a few other tests to be cancelled. Even though 
most of the competitive mileage was made-up of visits to motor racing circuits ‘and hill 
climbs. special ‘stages had arrived and, immediately, the event's appeal increased 
dramatically with several more foreign entrants in 1961, heralding the start of the 
Scandinavian invasion. 

‘The rally that year was half way towards its present form. Between the Blackpool 
start and Brighton finish there was a hard 2000 mile route incorporating 20 special stages 
in Wal Scotland. Time and navigation tests were still included, but over 200 miles 
Of the route was “secret” before the start and run over private land. Leaflets were 
distributed along the route explaining the event as a new type of rally, dispelling the 
‘old image of “hooligans racing on public roads.” The propaganda stated that “results 
would be discussed the world over and would have an important bearing on car soles.” 
The RAC Rally had truly come of age. 

Nineteen Sixty Two saw the competitive mileage increase to 300 miles over 38 special 
stages with only a few circuits. There were 150 entries and it was also the first year of the 
Minis, driven by such unknowns as Timo Makinen and Rauno Aaltonen. Even so, the stage 
timing was still not to the second with 5s “blocks” giving. for example, 1-2-3 penalties 
for 5. 10. 15s over bogey for the section. That certainly wouldn't do today when 
‘only a handful of seconds is often all that separates the first 10 places. 

Since those days. the rally has continued to develop and improve, thanks to the 
foresight of Jack Kemsley and his team 15 years ago. There was, alas, no rally in 1967 
because of a severe foot and mouth epidemic, and last year's event teetered in the 
balance for a while before being given the go-ahead in a slightly shortened form di 
the fuel crisis, Thankfully nothing looks like stopping this year's rally. Please help things 
to run as smoothly as possible. Park only where requested and. remember—no dogs or 
very young children: wrap up warm and don't stand in dangerous places. 


Minilites move in the best 
circles... 


...look around and you'll see what we mean 


1972 & 1973 RAC Rally winners used Minilites. NM | N 3 | | T E 


the strongest lightest safest wheels in the world 


Tech Del Ltd., Telford Way, London, W.3. 
Tel. 01-743 0103 


Weel: they are also the most 
"S berfect match to both car 


1973: 4th overall and ‘Ladies’ Award RAC Rally. 
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pat successful RAC car with five wins sin win again? 


A supreme test for drivers 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


‘The RAC Rally hai 


4 special place in the hearts of rallymen. In many respects it Is the 
culmination of the year; a feast of stages where the rally drivers can let thelr hair down and 
show who really Is the fastest driver. Most of them will have their contracts for 1975 already 
warming in thelr pocket and those that haven't will be keen to show their mettle. For the club 
with sponsorship, it is the time when his sponsor will get maximum exposure and he 
be ready to show himself at bis best and prove that the results obtained during the year 
inst other club drivers, ean also be repeated on an international background. Finally, for 
the dyed-in-the-wool amateur, it Is a chance to appear on the same stage with the Oliviers 
of the rallying world and bask, to some extent, in their reflected limelight. 
‘The result of all this is that the RAC Rally untries and even sometimes from farther 
year after year, attracts not only a very high away as well, but also has a record entry in 
quality entry from all the principal European terms of numbers. The consequence is that 


Fiat have a strong team and a highly suitable car with the 124 Spyder 
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the cars 


there are many people who, despite having 


entry fee, car and the time to undertake 
such an event, are disappointed when their 
entry is refused. For 200 places there. are 
something like 350 entries, and though 50 of 
these can be accommodated in the Clubmans 
Rally which follows the latter half of the 
International, there are still some people who 
will have to wait until November 1975 before 


having a crack at the RAC Rally, The pres- 
tige of competing is thus very. high and 
though the works drivers and co-drivers may 
take it for granted that they will get a run, 
even those hardened individuals get a gleam 
in their eyes when they talk about driving in 
the RAC Rally 

For the drivers, the event is the supreme 


test of their driving skill for no one can 
Practice the stages and no one's local know: 
ledge extends more than about 20 miles fram 
home. Consequently, they are driving on 
basically unseen roads with no one having an 
advantage over another when the whole, 80- 


dd stages are taken into consideration. The 
premium is entirely on the driver's nerve and 
reactions and, provided that he has a well- 
prepared car that can go fast enough, his 
result is going to be indirect. proportion 
to his driving skill. For the co-diiver, It may 
look as if he is getting his easiest ride of 
the year with no practising to do, no pace 
notes to read and nothing really difficult. in 
the way of navigation. However, the RAC 
Rally is hard work beforehand when the co- 
driver will have to work out a very compre: 
hensive and detailed service plan which may 
well contribute in no small fashion to the 
success or otherwise of the crew in the 
event, while during the rally, the co-driver 
may drive large amounts of the road section 
between stages in order to give the number 
one driver a good chance of rest 

Whatever year it is, the RAC Rally always 
sees a good battle for first place though very 
often it is the weather which dominates the 
event and decides the winner! In 1965, for 
instance, the amount of snow made the stages 
ually impassable in places and the neck- 
and-neck struggle between Rauno Aaltonen 
and Timo Makinen was finally decided by 
which of them could get up a slippery slope 
in Wales the quickest. is something to see 
that both these gentiamen are, still driving 
today, though Makinen has forsaken his 
Austin Healey 3000 and is now behind the 
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Heuer doesn’t make ordinary watches 


Here’s the proof: 


Montreal Monte Carlo Calculator 
Automatic Jashboard stop-watch 
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with built 7 


In time stop, 
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wheel of a Ford Escort, while Aaltonen has 
left the Mini-Cooper ‘S” with which he won 
the European Championship that year and is 
ina Fist 124 Spyder Abarth. Naturally 
neither of tham hope for such bad conditions 
‘8 prevailed in 1965 for with conventional 
layout cars and plenty of horsepower on tap, 
they would like to see fine weather with 
Plenty of traction, 

‘The cars which are Wkely to do well in 
bad weather are the front-wheel drive and 
Fear-engined cars; indeed anyone who has the 
engine mounted over the driving wheels can 
do well when it is slippery as that 1965 
result showed. Saabs have always done well 
on the RAC Rally with Erik Carlsson bagging 
a hatarick of victories with the two-stroke 
96 back in 1960, 1961 and 1962, while Simo 
Lampinen and Stig Blomavist have won with 
the V4 in 1968 and 1971 respectively. Blom. 
vist in particular is one of the finest expo. 
Rents of front-wheel drive cars in the world 
today and in 1972 gave Roger Clark hard 
fight before yielding first place to the Ford 
driver. Blomgvist is back this year at the 
head of the Saab team and backing him up is 
fan equally quick if somewhat more spectacu: 
lar young Swede, Per Eklund. The three. 
strong Saab effort is completed by Tapio 
Rainio who has already won the Marlboro 


Arotic Rally this year and is very highly 
placed in the Finnish championship. 
‘Also armed with front-wheel drive are 


Lancia who will have Simo Lampinen in one 
of thelr new Beta Coupes, while another one 
will be consigned to the young Italian driver 
Amilcare Ballestrieri. These cars have almost 
200 bhp compared with the Saab’s 175 bhp 
land despite their comparative newness, could 
be very well placed indeed. If the weather 
does not favour the Betas, then Lancia have 
the most spectacular and powerful car of the 
rally to take advantage of the fine weather 
in the Stratos. Bearing more resemblance to 
@ Can-Am car, this’ Ferrari Dino-engined 
Sports car has ‘already won the cough San 
Remo Rally and the Canadian Rideau Lakes 
as its debut to World Championship 
rallying and is looking to prove its 
worth here in England with Sandro Munari 
at the wheel. Munari has competed in the 
RAC Rally since 1968 and is the only Italian 
driver ever to have finished in the first ten, 
The factory supported Skodas entered under 
the banner of Dealer Team Skoda may not be 

powerful as the Stratos but reliability and 
speed, espechally in bad conditions, are their 
trade’ mark, Driving them will be men from 
three countries; Markku Saaristo from Fia- 


Vauxhall rally succes 
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have come on in leaps and Bounds this 


11 Ford tahe the honours, it’s Hannu Mikkola's or 
land who won his class here with a Skoda 
two years ago, John Haugland from Norway 
whose performances on the British inter 
national rallies with this little car have been 
Tittle ‘short of remarkable, Karel -Simek 
from Czechoslovakia, who ts M the top 
drivers not only fram the Skoda factory bu 


nis country 
British hopes rest principally with the F 


of Britain team though threequarters of the! 
Grivers come fram’ Finland and Roger 
Clark Is of the home-brewed variety. Still, he 
did win this rally in 1972 and has never 

ounced himself satisfied with that, so he 


ear. Their single entry for Will 


the cars 


Markku Alen’s turn 


could well do ® again. Trying to stop him, 
though working for the same boss, will be 


Timo Makinen who won last year, Markku 
Alén who set the forests alight with his 
Grive last year in the Motorcraft Escort when 
he came from 177th overall ¢o third at the 
finish, and finally, one of the most brilliant 
drivers in the world, Hannu Mikkola, four 


he 1000 Lakes Rally for Ford 
Finnish Rally champion, Chrysler 


¢ running a Group 1 Avenger for Colin 
who is just Hehing to have « go at 
nce Chrysler build him a proper 


Computer Dating 
is 


LONDON PARIS BONN GENOA 
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£E AE 


has their own computer (an 
IBM 3/model 15 - and you 
can see it in operation at our 
offices in Kensington) 


WHO EL! currently has over 78,000" 
members in Britain alon 
(and has successfully matched 
over | million people since 
they pioneered Computer 
Dating in Britain) 

WHO ELSE: is as large, sophisticated, 


professional, friendly 
successful 


WHO ELSE guarantees your results 
WHO ELS! is there to choose from with 


over 8 years experience in 
Computer Dating 


VHOELSE: _ has been given a massive vote 
of approval after independent 
research by Press, Radio and T.V. 


For personal attention and more facts about 
Dateline, Europe's largest*/most reliable 
Computer Dating Service, phone or write now to 


DATELINE, 23 Abingdon Road, London 
WS. 01-937 0102. Please send me your free 
questionnaire and brochure. 


Name 


Address 


ROLLING ROAD 


Equipped with the latest Crypton and Sun Tester equip- 
ment, our Rolling Road shop can undertake all types of 
agnostic and setting up work, Whatever your problem, 
carburettor tuning, ignition timing, fault tracing, poor 
economy. etc, we are sure to be able to help. Ring for 
further details, quotes, etc, 

DYNAMOMETER TEST CELL 
For optimum performance on competition units, this 
service is a necessity. We can undertake to run-in your 
engine on the brake, and then carry out development 
work, rejetting. etc, before arriving at the maximum power 
dutput. Suitable for all engines up to 300 bhp. Further 
details and rates on request. 

MACHINING SERVICES 

Our modern machine shop can undertake all types of 
machining required in the preparation of road or com- 
petit.on engines. 
BALANCING (same day service available by prior 
appointment) 
CYLINDER BORING CYLINDER. SLEEVING 
CYLINDER OVERBORING CYLINDER HONING 
LINE BORING CRANKSHAFT REGRINDING 
SURFACE GRINDING VALVE SEAT INSERTING 
VALVE GUIDE REPLACEMENT SHOT PEANING 
BEADBLASTING HELICOILING 
WELDING TUFTRIOING. 
Full details given in our machining services catalogue (send 
4}p stomp) 

ENGINE RECONDITIONING AND REBUILDING 
Our skilled engine fitters are able to undertake recond 
tioning on all makes of engine, both standard 
and competition, Estimates given on request 

CARBURETTOR SPARES 
We can supply from stock an extremely wide range of 
parts and spares for SU, Weber and Dallorto, including 
Carburettors, jers, manifolds, linkages, etc. Carburetor 
rejetting while you wait or by return of post 

COMPETITION ENGINE PARTS 

Large stocks of camshafts, exhaust manifolds, cylinder 
heads, steel bearing caps, valves, pistons, bearings, etc, 
etc, for BMC and Ford. Send Sp stomp for our latest parts 
and price list. CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE ON 
PURCHASES OVER £25, 


RACE AND RALLY ENGINES 


We are fully equipped for the preparation of BMC and 
Ford engines to any stare of tune and for all types of 
motor sport. New. outright purchased units are available, 
or we will undertake work on the units supplied by 
customers 

BMC TRANSVERSE 

850 cc, B70 cc, 970 cc, 998 cc, 999 cc, 1300 ce (A series), 
1800 ce, 1390 co (B ‘series) 

BMC INLINE 

1000 cc, 1150 co, 1300 cc (A series), 1800 cc, 1890 oc 
(B series) 

FORD PRE-CROSSFLOW 

1000 ce, 1300 ce, 1800 cc, 1558 cc, 1600 cc, 1650 co, 
1700 cc. 

FoR CROSS7.OW 

1300 cc. 1600 cc, 1700 cc, 1760 cc, 1800 cc, 1826 cc. 
FORD TWIN-CAM 

1300 cc, 1858 cc, 1600 cc, 1650 cc, 1700 cc, 1800 ce, 
1900 co, 2000 ce. 

FORD BDA 

1300 cc, 1600 cc, 1700 cc, 1800 ce, 1900 cc, 2000 ec. 
FORD SOHC 

1600 cc, 2000 ce. 

Units can be prepared to all leading formulae, ie Mini 7. 
Mini Migha, Formula 1300, Clubmans, Mexico, Formula 
Ford, Formula Super-Ford, Group 1. 2, and 5. Special 
units, downdraughts, etc, available to order. Please ‘phone 
or write for further details. 


OSELLI ENGINEERING LTD, 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANTON HARCOURT 
ROAD, EYNSHAM, OXFORD. Tel: Oxford 880522 
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Group 2 car while the Irish branch of the 
Chrysler Dealer team will have a similar car 
for Robin Eyre-Maunsell_ who is a no less 
determined driver. The Dealer Team run by 
Vauxhall will have a single entry of a 
Firenza for Will Sparrow but this will indeed 
be a Group 2 car with considerably more 
chance of challenging the leaders than the 
Group 1 car with which Sparrow has so 
conclusively won the RAC National Group 1 
championship this year. Likewise, the Dolo- 
mite Sprint entered by the Unipart branch of 
British Leyland for their team driver, Brian 
Culcheth, will be Group 2 and if it can 
emulate the success that this type of car has 
had in Group 1 racing this year, then BL 
will also have @ contender for top honours 

If British Ford use foreign drivers in cheir 
team, it is good to see a “German” team 
using British drivers, The Dealer Opel team, 
of course, though using German cars is based 
in Britain and for the RAC has thrown its 
Jot in with the official German factory to 
field a team of four cars, British drivers are 
Tony Fall who normally runs the team from 
Its Yorkshire base and Tony Pond, the man 
from Uxbridge whose sheer deteemination 
hhas brought him to the point where he is in 
contention for the outright win In the British 
national rally championship. Coupled with 
them in similar Asconas will be German ace, 
Walter Rohrl, who was lying fourth overali 
In last year's RAC Rally at Halfway, and the 
Swedish driver Lars Carlsson who has been 
playing second fiddle to Rohel in the 1974 
European Driver's Championship where they 
at present lie first and fourth. A fifth car in 
the Opel team will be driven by that famous 
fast lady, Rosemary Smith, but more of the 
ladies in a moment 

British drivers, too, feature quite heavily 
in the Japanese Datsun team which again is 
not surprising when you learn that it Is based 
fon Datsun GB down at Worthing. Top man 
hare in the team of three 1800 ce Violets, is 
Chris Solater who has done a full season with 
Datsun at hame and abroad helping to 
develop the Violet which was a brand new 
car at the beginning of the year. Harry 
Kallstrom is the incredible Swedish driver 
who won the RAC Rally for Lancia in 1969 
nd 1970 and drove a distinguished Safari 
for Datsun in 1973 when he tied ‘with 
Shekhar Mehta for first place. Completing 
the team is young Paul Faulkner who this 
year has a top placing in the Castrol/Awro- 
‘Sport series at the wheel of his own Escort 
RS1600, Matched in a fierce battle with Dat 


sun will be the Toyota team who have always 
been a model of reliability on the RAC Rally 
though they do suffer from not yet having the 
2-litre engine which should have made them 
much more competitive. All three cars are 
powered by 1600 cc 16-valve engines and the 
two men have opted for the lighter Levin while 


Pat Moss-Carlsson, like any. good lady, bi 
gone for the better handling if somewhat 
heavier Celica, The men, of course, are Ove 
Andersson who won this year's South Africa 
Total Rally with a Celica and Bjorn Waldegaard 
who must be best remembered for his two 
wins on the Monte Carlo. Rally with a 
Porsche. Andersson, too, has won the Monte 
but at the wheel of a Renault Alpine in 1972 
and in 1967 and 1973 missed outright victory 
on that rally by a handful of seconds. 

The RAC Rally is the penultimate round of 
the World Rally Championship which is 
largely being contested between the two 
Italian firms of Flat and Lancia. The Lancia 
entries are taken care of with the two Betas 
‘and the Stratos and matched against them 
will be three factory Fiats. These cars are 
the now familiar 124 Spyder sports cars 
fitted with all-independent suspension and 
1800 cc 16-valve engines tuned by the Abarth 
firm of Turin. They will be driven by Alcide 
Paganelli, one of Italy's most experienced 
international drivers, Sergio Barbasio who 
finished so well with the Fiat X 1/9 proto- 
type in the Tour de France this year, and 
Rauno Aaltonen, the original “Flying Finn” 
whose list of victories in major rallies in- 
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Opel must be in with the favourites on the long and tough RAC Rally 


cludes a win on the Monte Carlo Rally in 
1967 

Among the 200 entries, there are plenty 
of names to look for outside the works 
teams, There t= Billy ‘Coleman who is 
winner of the British National. rally 
championship this year with his Escort while 
in a similar car entered by Clarke and Simp. 
son of Sloane Square i the latest discovery 
from Finland, Pentti Airikkala, who Is Group 
1 champion ‘this year in Finland. The ex 
rallycross champion of Europe, John. Taylor 
will be at the wheel of another Ford Escc 
while in a slightly less powerful version of 
the Escort 52000. wall be HRH Prince 
Michael of Kent. One of Ireland's fastest 
tarmac drivers, Cahal Curley. will have for- 
saken his familiar Porsche Carrera to drive 
@ Datsun 2402, but Jack Tordoff from York 
shire will be in his now Carrera, and similar 
Versions of the powerful German car will be 
driven by Welshman Chris Beynon and 
several of the leading German national 
drivers, From Sweden, there is the very 
Impressive Per-Inge Walfridsson, and it Is a 
constant source of mystery how such a small 
man can hurl such a big car as the Volvo 
142 S around the stages in such fast times. 

There are all sorts of cars entered, from 
Moskviches and Ladas from Russia, Wartburgs 
from East’ Germany, Renault Alpines 
from France, Porsches and. Opels from 


Germany, Skodas from Czechoslovakia, Saabs 
and Volvos from. Sweden, and 
Fiats from. Italy, Datsuns, and 


Toyotas from Japan, plus ail the range of 
British cars. such as’ Marinas, Dolomites, 
Vauxhalls, Avengers, Minis and Escorts 
There are seven ladies teams entered which 
include the two already mentioned, Rosemary 
Smith and Pat Moss, plus British ladies 
champion this year, Jill Robinson in a Ford 
Escort, Trine Jensen from Norway in an 
Escort’ Mexico, the very rapid Marketa 
Oksala in an Opel Ascona, Wench Knutzen 


Virtually a whole year of preparation for the Datsun Violet — how will they fare? 


in @ Lada, and Sandy Lawson in a DAF. 
Truly the RAC is an international event! 
Predictions for victory are always a dodgy 
subject but there is always the temptation 
to try. The works Ford Escort RS1600s with 
their 2-litre aluminium engines giving over 
00 horsepower and delivering it to the road 
through thelr new 1Sin wheels are favourites 
to make a hat-trick, They have four of the 
fastest drivers in the world and if heavy 
snow conditions do not arrive, they should 
dominate the event. Of the four, it should 
be Hannu Mikkola's “turn” to win but 
Markku Alén for certain has other ideas. Stig 
Blomavist’s Saab should never be underrated 
fas both It and he are a formidable combina 
tion especially when the going is tough and 
the traction hard to find. Similarly, Simo 
Lampinen in the Lancia Beta can bring a lot 
of talent and experience to bear and it may 
be that although the Beta is a relatively new 
rally car, it may be just at home on the RAC 
Rally. The outsider is definitely Munari in 
the Stratos but the car certainly has the 
capability of going fast but the unknown 
roads may baffle it. The Datsuns and Toyotas 
may not be as powerful as the Fords but 
they certainly last the pace well and may yet 
win by being there at the finish. Kallstrom, 
Andersson and Waldegaard have plenty of 
talent and experience and may find the speed 
to surprise everyone, Walter Rohrl is another 


man that is easy to underestimate and his 
Opel may well show the others a. thing oF 
two. Of the British drivers, Colin Malkin in 


his BRM Avenger, Brian Culcheth in the 
Dolomite, and Will Sparrow and Andrew 
Cowan in the Vauxhatls will be out to prove 
that Clark can be caught and it will be a 
great fillip for ‘the spectators if any British 
driver can get into the top ten and stay 
there. Finally, let's put Walfridsson on the 
list along with Airikkala, Eklund and Rainio, 
If anyone wins, who isn’t there; well, that’s 
just rallying for you. 
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‘ : a able to notch up a number of good 
Swedish sandwiches at fOUr “cor mre. wena w 
Datsun Dealers team preparation by MIKE GREASLEY Soe eee ree, Ter uot lag to, Sy Late 


these There has been some discussion 
as to exactly who will get what engine, but 
how all can be revealed. Team leaders Harry 
Kailstrom/Claes Billstam will have a fuel- 
ted 1800 cc sohe engine, Chris Sclater/ 
Chairman on Martin Holmes will be propelied by the latest 
a that all the cars retired improved (we hope !) version of the carbur- 
Sia Asta Sorme ettered LB-litre 16-valve dohe engine used 
toggle? Which his season, whilst Datsun newcomers Paul 
he has aulkner/Monty Peters have an 1800 cc sohe 

engine with twin Solex carburetters. 
RAC consist It’s all a bit of a gamble really. We have 
ipes which will be making now overcome the cam gear troubles which 
wat, Since July we have be beset the 16-valve engine earlier this year, 40 
version specifically liability should now be OK. If the weather 


There Is a theory that once an international 
event such as this week's Lombard Inte 

national RAC Rally gets under way, then the 
team manager should be virtually redundant. 
It’s a good idea in principle but, like so many 
theories, it’s damned hard to get it to work 
in practice. No doubt you get the pleture. By 
09.00 on Saturday all the loose ends should 
have been tied-up, the tons of paperwork 
completed, and the 30-odd people under your 
Guidance left in no doubt whatsoever as to 
What thelr exact duties will be during the 
coming five days. campaigning 


4 by three 
entering. The 
much great 


Planning for the RAC Rally with the RAC in mind. A competitive rally stays reasonable then Chris will have an ad. 
Working on a mammoth mi Car unfortunately doesn't ‘overnight, #0 vantage with the more powerful unit, but if 
The problems are usually ‘no greater than this year we've been nothing but guin ie snows then Harry and Paul will have got 
those experienced by a privateer. Trouble is for the Japanese side of the operation the best deal as the sohc engine offers a 
that for the average works team, the difficul- nice {in the process Chris Sclater better torque curve than its dohe cousin, I'm a 


A planned servic 


stop efficiently executed by Renault Alpine Walter Rohri looks dejected as time runs out to change his axle, 
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What was a nice quiet, utterly civilised car 
like the oe Sprint doing i in 1974? 


Avon Motor Tour 


in class, 4th and sth overall 
or Tour of Great Britain. 


Spa 24 hours 
er 100 mph for 24 hours in the 
endurance race in Belgium. 


Won the Design Council Award of the features which make for a 
inder head design. ”. Autocar Long Term Report 


Design Council Award __Firstin class 


for its very spec 


- MPG! British Touring Car Championship 
of 27.1 mpg is little Overall winners of Manufacturers Championship 


“Overall fuel economy figu 
short of miraculous”. Autocar Long Term Report rst in class (16 ooce) Drivers Championship. 
SaTSH 


Triumph-cars that live up to their name Le 
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firm believer in not putting all one’s eggs into Was two weeks late wich at 04.00 in Scotland, then you've got to 
one basket, and by permutating all the pos: The majority of RAC spare parts are shipped know where to get one! it’s not quite as bad 
sible engine/car combinations in this way from Japan separately, and held-ups at Nissan 48 that. But knowing exactly where everyone 
is hoped that we've come up with a compro- meant that the bulk of equipment did not |S at a given moment in time, and also know: 
mise which will give the team its best chance actually leave Yokohama until September 6. ing _who is carrying what spares can be of 
come snow, shine or hail The ship actually docked at London on Oc prime importance, Also if circumstances de 

‘All the cars were seven-eighths completed in ber 19, but a problem with customs meant mand a change in schedules, then it is far 


then shipped to the UK at the that we di 


n't Actually get our hands on the easier to explain the amendment if everyone 


‘As far as the competition side items until November 4— precious ‘ime has all the Information in one document 

is. cone having one’s headquarters the complete the work There are a thousand and one other details 
her side of the world does create certain During the lead-up period to the RAC Rall involved in getting a works rally team to the 

problems. After all it's not like popping down we have five mechanics working full-time pre- start of the RAC inte al Rally. Reading 

the road to Boreham! It all adds up to's new paring the cars. Four are from Japan, whilst through this story, it all. so. straight 

dimension of problems. Normally it takes the fifth is Brian Ashwood who has worked forward, but it isn’t quite like that. Just ask 

about a month to ship a car from Japan to on the Datsun Dealers Violet all season. Brian Tony Mason, Chris Coburn or Tony Fall 

the UK, but you can bet your last Yen that Is, in fact, now solely involved in building ey"ll all tell you the same 

If there are rally cars on board then there's Chris's Violet, whilst the Japanese are devot eam is like making love 

going to be a delay. This time it was a tug ing themselves to Harry and Paul's cars at hard work, and a long time before you see 


Strike 


Middlesbrough which mea 


{the ship a Datsun dealer on the South Coast. By last any results 


Single survivor of arry Kal the Datsun personnel busy until the finish. 


SS 
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At last, there's a Dunlop tyre 
for Minis to rally round. 


an 
caALY 


This is the gutsy one. 
The new Mini Rally Tyre from Dunlop. 
. Name: SP Super. 
Vital statistics: 165/70 HR 10. 
A fine figure of a tyre with a broad 
5" tread width for rims 4% —6". 
As you'd expect from Dunlop, this is not 
just a Mini tyre scaled down from a larger size. 
Based on the remarkably 
successful SP Super pattern it 
has been further developed to meet 
the Mini's specific needs. 

The result is a unique combination of 
highly stable tread pattern, very wide drainage 
grooves, reinforced shoulders, and extra tread 
depth. So it goes further, grips tighter, wet or dry. 

Designed primarily for use on tarmac, 
selective and stage events, the new Mini Dunlop 
SP Super is already available. Get yours now. 
Good news travels fast. 

Phone 021-373 2121 or write to 
Competition Centre, Dunlop Limited, Fort Dunlop, 
Birmingham B24 9QT. 


The complete range of Dunlop SP Rally Tyres. 


MS Snow MS Snow MS MK 2 M&S Type 564 SP44 SP Super 

56515 56013 195/70SR13 5.2010 175 SR12 165/70 HR10 
6.00 13 175/70SR13 205/60 HR13 
6.0015 195/70SR13 225/60HR13 
185/70SR13_  205/60SR13 225/60HR14 
185/70 SR15, 


to give you the best 
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RAC Rally Guide the drivers 


Timo Makinen Roger Clark 
FORD Hannu Mikkola Markku Alen 


Sergio Barbasio — Rauno 
FIAT Alcide Paganelli Aaltonen 


Stig Blomgvist 
Per Eklund 
ER ee er Rainio 
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The love affair 
Bill Squires is happy to talk about. 


The wheels in this picture show just what Bill Squires thinks of his car 
Nothing is too good for it 

Which is why he decided to invest in a set of Wolfrace wheels. They are 
beautifully machined says Bill, perfectly balanced, light yet stronger than steel, 
They are easy to clean and really look great. 

Bill Squires has spent £5,000 to create his 'Ideal Motor Car’ He chose the 
best of everything and, needless to say, he fitted Wolfrace wheels. 


Elms Industrial Estat wittleworth Rd. pidington, 


Bedford, England. Telephone: Bedford (0234) 62535. 
Telex: 825483. 
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|The Bee Bee 


Not satisfied v 
major dealer ir 
Bentleys hav 
breed of high yr 
Vauxhall using DTV Spo 
and making available to each 
customer a highly personalised car 
Using w 
perfor 
along with a v 

to your own choice, yc 
yourself a very high pe 
family saloon with that 
comfortable power-in-hand feeling 


th just being a 
DTV Sportparts. 
d anew 


Contact Jack Hilbert 
now at Your Vauxhall 
Sportparts dealer 


Bentleys 


Bentley Bros (Sheffield) Ltd 
44-46 UA 


RAC Rally Guide the drive 


Colin Malkin 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell 
: a: 


aan ae 
Marrku Saaristo 

SKODA John Haugland 

Karel Simek 

© a Dee 


eae ete ost ees 
degard - Ove Andersson - Pat Moss-Carlsson 


i Jack Tordoff 
PORSCHE Chris Beynon 


Antonio Borges 
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ty. 
Ascona I9. The non-conformist. 


1-9-litre engine. 90-hp, DIN. 

Limited slip differential. 

Laminated windscreen. 

Alternator. 

Power-assisted dual-circuit brakes. 

185/70 HR radials on 51/2” rims. 

Coil springs all round; back axle 
positively located by torque tube, 
parallel links and anti-roll bar. 

All this comes as standard on the 
Ascona1-9 two-door, priced at £1,707 
including car tax and VAT. So does the 
rugged engineering which has made the 
Ascona a by-word for reliability (and 
also enabled Walter Rorhl to win the 
European Rally Championship*) 


David Hardcastle: ‘Adam Opel AG puts 
together the type of car which can 
compete in an entire 2,000-mile RAC 
Rally and still come back without a 
rattle’ (Motor.) 

For full details of this exciting rally 
winner, contact your local Opel dealer, 
or ask the operator for FREEFONE 2114 
(there is no charge for this call). 

Price correct as at 30 October, 
1974. Seat belts and delivery extra. 


‘OPEL© 


German engineering at its best 
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RAC Rally Guide the drivers 


161 to 200 


1973 LADIES AWARD i ttytry 


OPEL - a Fall « Tony Pond + Walter Rohr - Rosemery Smith + Ingvar Carlsson 
201 to 248 


1973 OVERALL WINNER — yartnen 


Lombard 
AG Loo 
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RAC Rally Guide 


the route 


LOCATION DATE TIME —_ NEAREST TOWNS ACCESS ROUTES PARKING CATERING MAP REF 
Bramham Stage 16 Nov 09.20 Leeds and York Follow RAC signs from Al or A64. Good Yes 105/410410 
(Saturday) Best access is via Thorer village 
Harewood Stage 16 Nov 09.40 Harrogate and Leeds Via A659. Stage is between Good Yes — 104/338450 
Colfingham and Harewood villages 
Esholt Stage 16 Nov 1010 Bradford Stage is 4 miles NE of Bradford Good Yes  104/185395 
Cnty Centre. Signposted by RAC 
Idem New Brighton 16 Nov 12.15 Liverpool and Via MS3 or Queensway Tunnel. Good Yes — 108/295940 
Stage Wallasey Signposted by RAC 
Magnum Stage 16 Nov 14.00 Via Ellesmere Port Motorway ONLY. Good Yes — 117/380785 
Signposted by RAC 
Clocaenog Stage 76 Nov 1500 Ruthin and Prestatyn Vis B5105 from Ruthin and then Good — 1767036514 
follow RAC signs. (Forestry 
Commission Park). No parking on 
main road 
Penmachno Stage 16 Nov 1650  Betws-y-Coed Via AS and 84406 ONLY. No imit 600 — 1157789506 
parking other than in Forestry cars, 
Commission Park 
Cibie Oscar Stage 16 Nov 1630 Dolgellau Vie A487 from Doigeliau or Good = 124/718273 
Trawstynydd. No parking on main 
road. (Forestry Commission Park) 
Dyfi Stage 16 Nov 17.40 Machynlleth Via Aa084 and Aberangell Limit 600 — 1247846099 
cars 
Radnor Stage 17 Nov 03.00 Llandrindod Wells Via A488. (Forestry Commission Good — 1487215665 
(Sunday) Leominster Park) 
Russells Stage 17 Nov 06.20 Gloucester Via 84234 and 84431 from A4B at Good — 1627627096 
(Forest of Dean) Lydney. (Forestry Commission 
Park—no other parking than in 
official parks) 
Dodington House 17 Nov 09.15 Bristol and Bath Via M4 and A46, Follow signs from Good Yes 172/749795 
Stage Todmarton interchange. 
NB. One-way system oporating. 
Foliow signs on leaving 
Girencester Park 17 Nov 10.00 Gloucester, Oxlord Via A417 trom Gloucester, vie A419 Good Yes 163/020025 
Stage and Swindon from Swindon, follow signs in 
Cirencester (one-way systom) 
Three Counties 17 Nov 11.00 Worcester Vie 84209 from Malvern and Good Yes 180/787425 
Showground, Upton-upon-Severn. Please do not 
Malvern use 84208 from AS104 
Sutton Park Stage 17 Nov 13.30 Birmingham. Follow signs from all directions Good Yes Map 139 
Ciipstone Stage 17 Nov 1520 Mansfield and Via A614 from Nottingham. Vi Good Yes 120/638620 
Nottingham A617 and A614 from Mansfield. 
Parking not immediately adjacent 
to stage 
Kilburn Stage 18 Nov 0840 York, Thirsk ond Adjacent t in Thirsk At top of 927515830 
Ripon ‘and Helmsley ‘Sutton Bank 
(A170) 
ONLY 
Ingleby Stage 78 Nov 09.20 Northallerton, Via 81257 from Helmsley or ‘Small park = 92/873036 
Teesside Stokesley ONLY 
Croft Stage 8 Nov 1010 Darlington Follow signs to Croft Autodrome Good Yes 85/293069 
{and control) from all directions 
Kiclder Stages 78 Nov 1300. — — 777799803 
to the Bellingham-Falstone-Kielder 76/696866 
road. Please do not attempt to 76/679873 
reach stages except from this road 76/646906 
and from the map references given 
Kershope Stage 18 Nov 1500 Carlisle Via 86318 or 86357 from — _76/504833 
Newcastieton or Canonbie Feasirs 
Drumiohn Stage 18 Nov 21.50 Newton Stewart ‘Access to start only from A714 Limited = __73/315798 
Achray Stage 19 Nov 0200 Aberfoyle Start ts adjacent to A821, finish is Limited — 547518038 
(Tuesday) ‘adjacent to A8t roadside 
ONLY. 
Devilla Stage 18 Nov 03.20 Dunfermline, Rosyth Finish ts adjacent to A985, mited = 55 /969871 
roadside 
Glentress Stage 19 Nov 0650 Peebles ‘Access from A72, east of Peebles. Limited = 69/284396 
Do not enter forest area roadside 
Craik Stage 19 Nov 08.00 Hawick ‘Access to finish only, from 8711 _Limited = 69/365156 
Twiglees Stage 19 Nov 08.55 Lockerbie ‘Access to.start from B723. Please Limited = _-75/208938 


keep away from finish 
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LOCATION DATE TIME —_NEAREST TOWNS. 


ACCESS ROUTES 


PARKING CATERING MAP REF 


Thomas Motors, 19 Nov 1250 Keswick ‘Adjacent to AGS Limited 82/200307 
Wythop Stage 
Whinlatter Stage 19 Nov 1310 Keswick ‘Adjacent to 85292 Limited 82/215245 
Grizedale Stage 19 Nov 1445 Ulverston, Kendal, Follow Forestry Commission signs Limited 89/336944 
Barrow-in-Furness to Grizedale. (Forestry Commission 
Parks) 
Cropton Stage 20. Nov 08.00 Pickering ‘Approach from A170 via Wrelton, Limited '92/752908 
“4 (we Cropton village and Blackpark 
Lodge. (Forestry Commission Parks) 
Pickering Stage 20 Nov 0820 Pickering ‘A170 to Pickering and then via Limited 92/793937 
New Hamieton and Rawcliff 
Dalby South Stage 20 Nov 0845 Pickering ‘A170 to Thornton Dale, then north Limited 92/856874 
Via forest dive to Low Dalby. 
(CARE : Competitors also use this 
road.) (Forestry Commission Parks) 
Wykeham Stage 20. Nov 1025 Scarborough Via A170 and turn north in Limited 193/964834 


Wykeham village 


NB (1) Although there are no catering facilities in any of the for 
4 miles south of Pickering), will have full catering service: 
(2) All map numbers 104 and upwards refer to \1:50.000 maps. 
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for both competitors and spectators. 
‘Map number 93 and 


Saturday. November 16 


Tet. 
Tez 
rea. 
Tea, 


‘below are one inch maps. 


its on 20 November the Time Control at Flamingo Park (Kirby Misperton, 


7 


RAC Rally G 


Car 10—Hannu Mikkola 


18 


i. 


the drivers 
~= 


Cor 


Stig Blomavist 


Car 5—Roger Clark 


‘Car 8—Rauno Aaltonen 


Car 11—Simo Lampinen Car 12—Tony Fall 
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WIN MORE OF EVERYTHING 


IN A NEW Chev! 


SRUNMONDIRICY 


FIRENZA 


THOMPSON OF HULL LTD. 


230-236 ANLABY ROAD, HULL, YORKS 
TEL: (0482) 23681/6 


Winners North Humberside Rally 
Championship 
Driver: R. Shipp. Navigator: D. Whiteley 


SPORTPART DEALERS 
FOR HUMBERSIDE 


WHY NOT BE “EXHAUSTED” BY 


‘Specialistsin tuned exhaust manitolding. one-off. prototype. production. To 
the same specification as supplied to the wor wing racing car 
‘manulacturers. and at 2 sensible price? Call or phone. 


SPECIAL OFFER FOR LIMITED PERIOD ONLY 
10% REDUCTION ON ROAD GOING EXHAUST 
MANIFOLDS 

BLMC 
MINI COOPER TYPE . 
SPRITE Mk1, 2, 3,4 
MGB... 
FORD 
ESCORT-CAPRI .. 
V6 CORTINA-CORSAIR . 
GT ANGLIA-CORTINA. 
Subject to V.AT. Many more — why not give us a ring 
(We even give a Sticker with each purchase) 
We also stock SPEREX in 7 colours 
AND THE BEST PLUG YOU CAN BUY N.G.K. 


MIKE THE PIPE 


Mike Randall) 
128 Stantey Park Road, Wallington, Surrey 
Tel: 01-669 1719 
“ Ours is an Exhausting Business ” 
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the very best. 
To Chevin Wine, it’s 


an everyday 
occupation... 


nd and Dave Richards, in their Chevin 
ntly lead the Castrol/Autosport Rally 


ent the finest in our range of 
We are certain that you will 


‘advantage of this 
coupon below, cut out and sen 


Comp: 


Chevin Wine Company 


of cases in the space provided). | understand that any breakages will 


bbe notified to you within 3 days of my receiving the order 


‘cases Charles Gruber Selection cases Bordeaux Selection 


NAME DATE | 


ADDRESS 


SIGNED. 


| enclose Cheque/?.0. for € =? 
Be Ee ee ee 


Drivers, did you know 


that Linea Sport FPT fireproof overalls 
are preferred by the majority of 
Formula One drivers as the safest made @ 


. Linea Sport make a lightweight single layer suit ideal for 
| Rallying, Autocross, Hillclimbs and general club events. 


Available in a wide range of sizes in Blue or Orange 


i 
Cs (=S| U.K. Conces: 
12b Central Tri 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR SOUTH EAST OF ENGLAND FOR SAFETY 
DEVICES, ROLL CAGES AND THE MAGARD 


STOCKISTS FOR BRITAX, CIBIE, ARMSTRONG erie AND 
COMPETITION EQUIPMENT, LIFE CRASH HELMETS, ETC. ETC. 


Discounts for competition licence holders 
Call, phone or write 


NO PRIZES! 


for spotting which cars are 
fitted with 


ALEY 
F.LA-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
THE ALEY BARS ROLL-OVER BAR. 


WHY? Whatever the appl the roll-over bar has been 


proved, approved and guaranteed. 
HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS FROM £23.50. 
“AERODYNAMIC” sports car models from £20.75 or 
“ordinary” models for sports and ssloons from £12.60. 


BY POPULAR DEMANO—THE LARGEST PRODUCERS OF ROLL-OVER BARS | 
THERE'S PROBABLY A STOCKIST IN YOUR AREA— 


pe Marae 


ALEYBARS LTD. 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON, CAMBRIDGE 
TEL: SAWSTON 2575 


res Gordon Spice Lim! ay 
ing Eatete, Staines. (Tel: 0786 $7067). ner Siecrie 


HAROLD THOMPSON 


AND SONS LTD. 


THE LEADING SPECIALISTS IN PREPARING 
AND SUPPLYING RALLYING VAUXHALLS 


See our two cars in action in the RAC Rally | 


Contwct : Malcolm Cameron ot 


TYNEMOUTH ROAD, 
NORTH SHIELDS 
‘TEL: 089-45 70346 


VAUXHALL SPORT DEALER 


SCOTIA’S 


RACE AND RALLY 
COMPETITION CENTRE 


Large stocks of 
ROLL CAGES TO FIA SPECIFICATION 
CIBIE LAMPS AND RALLY BARS. 
MAGARD SUMP GUARDS 
CORBEAU AND MOTOLITA SEATS 
KONI AND SPAX SHOCK ABSORBERS 
JANSPEED HEADS, CAMS, CARB KITS 
EXHAUST MANIFOLD AND SYSTEMS 
COMPETITION ALLOY WHEELS 
NOMEX/PROBAN AND FPT LINEA-SPORT 
ONE- AND TWO-LAYER OVERALLS, GLOVES, etc 
BELL STAR GRIFFIN Fl HELMETS 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED FORD 
COMPETITION CENTRE 


AVO ROLL BARS, TIE BARS, BRAKE LININGS, 
EXHAUST MANIFOLD AND SYSTEMS 


MOTOSPEED/SPORTS-TUNE (ACCS) 
10 BRANDON TERRACE, 
EDINBURGH 


fel: 031-556 3507 
AUTOSPORT SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


The Winner 


Rally Equipment — Safety Equipment 


98 Fulbourn Old Drift, Cambridge, Tel. Cambridge 42268 Telex 81653 


In no time ot all Sofety 
Devices have become accepted 
as the leading manufacturers of 
roll-over bars and cages. 

Says who? 

Says Ford (AVO and Com= 
petitions Deportments), British 
Leyland Special Tuning and 
Chrysler Competitions Department. 
Plus Lotus for their Elit Plus 
most of the discerning drivers who 
want to stay in one piece - even 
if their car doesn't. 

If you want to see what Sofety 
Devices hove to offer - ond, in 
mony cases, moke comporison with 
less well-made bars - vroom along 
to one of our distributors. 

They're winners, too. 


Safety Devices 


Always looking for a better way. 


... the experts vk ! 


Koni shock absorbers do a Igt for 


admiration of other motorists. In fact. most experts motor with 
Koni. The grand prix drivers do—Koni success t= non-stop and 
they were fitted to the world champion cars in 1971. 1972 and 
1973 
Get Koni grand prix roadholding power on your car. You 
would appreciate the difference the world’s best shock ab: 
eto Your car's performance 

car. Available through your 
-oncessionaires: J. W. E. Banks & Sons 
14), Crowland, Peterborough, PE6 OJP. Tel: 


HOOPERS OF 
BRISTOL 


JAYBRAND RACEWEAR 


National Nomex Rece Suit, one piece (natural) £35.64 
National Nomex Race Suit, two piece (natural) £37.80 
Proban Race Suit. two pioce (blue only) £16.20 
Proban fe (blue only) £15.12 
Nomex Long John Pants (small and medium) £7.45 
Nomex Long John Pants (large and X large) £8.64 
Nomex Polo Neck Vest (small and medium) £7.99 
Nomex Polo Neck Vest (large and X large) £9.20 
Nomex Helmet Balaclava £4.59 
National Nomex Gloves £8.10 
Clubman Nomex Gloves £6.10 
Nomex Shortie Socks £2.16 


Please give waist, chest, inside leg and height for all suits. 
Suits available in’ colours and made to measure. Price list 
available. 

Gritfin open face helmets from 
Trackstar integral helmets from 

H.A. integral helmet 

Griffin FF2 integral 

Safety breaker 

Britax trailer board 

Mex ear defenders 

Varley White Top Batteries 

Varley Green Top Batteries 

Champion and Motorcraft Racing Plugs 


We also have good stocks of Ford AVO, BL Special Tuning, 
Cosworth BDA and Twim Cam parts, Aley and Safety Devices 
Roll Cages, Webers and spares, Castrol Competition Oils. 


All prices include V.A.T. 
All items sent C.0.0. if required. 


62 JACOBS WELLS ROAD, 
BRISTOL 8 
Tel : 0272 23946 


New Car Dealers specialising in the sale and 
preparation of Rally cars and equipment 


DRAKE & FLETCHER 
LTD. 


DTV Dealers in Kent 


For all your DTV 
requirements 


Telephone : Sales, 
Maidstone 59161 


Service and Sports Parts, 
Maidstone 55531 


ROCKY HILL, 
LONDON ROAD, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT 


VAUXHALLS 
HAVE AGREAT NAME 
IN RALLYING... 


al tre 


HOOLEYS = Korrincnam 
Ford Rallye Sports parts, service and new and used 
vehicles 


RS2000's and Mexico's 
at unbeatable prices 


Telephone for your requirements now to : 
Jeff Leadiey, Nottingham (0602) 46111 


[ Hamilton Motors 
(London) Ltd. 


DTV Sports parts specialists and conversion experts, 
Come and see us for all your rally and race 


requirements. 
For all details please contact : 
01-262 7211. 
466-490 EDGWARE RD., LONDON, W.2 Hy, 


eDlOsEe 


ore. DEALER OPEL TEAM 


LET AN EXPERIENCED OPEL 
COMPETITION GARAGE SUPPLY 
YOUR CAR 


OR 
OPEL SPORTS PARTS 


EXPERIENCED MECHANICS 
AVAILABLE 


Contact us for your entry form for the Opel 
Dealers’ Cup 


ALEC LOBB GARAGE 
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New Car Dealers specialising in the sale and 
preparation of Rally cars and equipment 


THOMAS MOTO 
@)port BLACKPOOL 


BRITAIN'S MOST COMPETITIVE 
RALLY DEALERS ARE GOING IN FOR 
THE R.A.C. RALLY IN A BIG WAY. 


Apart from our own entry—William Coleman and Donal 
O'Sullivan in an Escort RS1600—we are sponsors of the 
Wythop stage of the rally. And if that isn’t enough, we even 
have our own Rallysport parts specialist out on the stages 
supporting all private entrants. Helping others to help them- 
selves in fact, which is something one sees happening rather 
infrequently. nowadays. 


Which goes to illustrate one of the things that makes 


THOMAS MOTORS 


Britain's most competitive rally dealers: a big involvement 
in what matters and a determination to succeed. 


For details of the BEST prices and service available 
telephone : 
BLACKPOOL (0253) 63337 (car sales) 

63339 (parts) 


mite” OPEL IN 
CENTRAL SCOTLAND 


Full range of cars and 
spares available 


Barry Williams will be driving a 
VRM-entered Fiat on the 
LOMBARD RAC RALLY 


VICTOR RAYSBROOK MOTORS LTD 


182 High Street, Watford, Herts. 
Tel: Watford 41281/2/3/4. 


TOYOTA 


JOHN BRUNDLE 
MOTORS LTD 


CONTACT US FOR INFORMATION ON 
FOURWAYS GARAGE, TOTTENHILL, THE DEALER OPEL TEAM. 


KING’S LYNN, NORFOLK. 


Watlington (055 381) 406. McKENZIE OF STIRLING LTD, 


Sales and service, tuning and preparation KILDEAN MARKET, 
a speciality. STIRLING. 
Call and try our demonstration Celica GT. STIRLING (0786) 4793. 
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New Car Dealers specialising in the sale and 
preparation of Rally cars and equipment 


| CENTRAL MOTOR CO. 


call us today for a 
‘competitive’ deal 


Ford Rallye Sport 


SPORT PART 
ieairca god mecanevs ore CENTRE 
oC LEICESTER CORDOSK B88, 


MAIN ROAD, COPDOCK, IPSWICH, SUFFOLK 


E. §. STOCK MOTORS LTD. 


THE VAUXHALL SPECIALISTS FOR YOUR 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ROAD, RACE AND RALLY 
PREPARATION pas 


EAST ANGLIA’S 


For all your 


D.T.V. 


requirements 


CONTACT 
NASH 
OF CARDIFF LTD 


SLOPER ROAD, CARDIFF CF1 8TE 


SCOPEL 


tuning wis 


are 
entering a Group 1 


OPEL ASCONA 1600 


for 


IAN WILSON/PETER ANDERSON 


Come and have a chat with lan during the 
event (car no 91) about anything to do with 
tuning Opels, or contact him at : 


STONEHOUSE SERVICE 
STATION 


Strathaven Road, 
Stonehouse, Lanarkshire. 


Tel : Stonehouse 328. 


TELEPHONE 01-733 5511 


TELEX 916734 
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AUTOSPORT guide to KONI 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 


MOTOSPEED/SPORTS-TUNE 


Distributors for Scotland 


MONTIQUE 
URLEIGH ST., CAMBRIDGE 
CAMBRIDGE (STD 0223) 63594 
91 HIGH STREET, HUNTINGDON 
Tel: HUNTINGDON (STD 0480) 
1_MARKET PLACE, ELY ELY (STD 0353) 2738 


McJOHNS AUTO ELECTRICAL 
310 Whitchurch Road, 
Cardiff, Glam 
Tel: Cardiff (0222) 28832 


Main Koni Distributors for Worcestershire 
TMS CAR ACCESSORIES 
12 DERWENT CLOSE, WARNDON, WoRCS. 
Tel: RON or DAVE on 0905-21146 for details 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


NORTH EAST MOTOR FACTORS 
9 Bank Street, 
Ferryhill, Aberdeen AB1 2ST 
Tel: Aberdeen (0224) 51253 


KERRS KAR PARTS 
568 FOLESHILL ROAD, COVENTRY 
Tel: Coventry (STD 0203) 87932 


Stockists of British Leyland Competition Parts and all 
Raily Equipment. 


aa 78 FLEET ROAD 
HAMPSTEAD 
Ruan LONDON NW3 
Tel: 01-267-3821 
Open 7 days a week 


DRIVE-IN (SILENCER) LTD. 
174-176 NEW ROAD, CHATHAM. 
also 178 RAINHAM ROAD, GILLINGHAM, KENT 
Tel: MEDWAY (0634) 43744 
“Keep @ lookout for our Hillman Avenger O.K. JIM” 


TOP GEAR 
57/58 ST JOHNS STREET, BURY ST EDMUNDS 
Tel: BURY ST EDMUNDS (0284) 5447 


also NORTH STREET, SUDBURY, SUFFOLK 
Tel: SUDBURY (078-73) 74623 


ROAD AND TRACK 


BLACKFRIARS STREET, CARLISLE, CUMBERLAND 
Tel: CARLISLE (STD 0228) 22241 
Also stockists of Cibie, Corbeau, Motolita etc 


GEO. F. DANIELS 
151-155 LICHFIELD RD, ASTON, BIRMINGHAM 6 
Tel: 021-327-1802 /0689 
60 BELWELL LANE, FOUR OAKS, SUTTON COLDFIELD 
Tel: 021-308-4261 


RED TRIANGLE AUTOSERVICES LTD. 
COMMON LANE TRADING ESTATE, 
KENILWORTH. WARKS 
Tel: Kenilworth (STD 0926) 57303 


SUPER SPEED CONVERSIONS LTD. 


482 LEY STREET, 
ILFORD, ESSEX 


Tel : 01-554-8307 


BRITISH 


LEYLAND) 


— aia 


When it comesto 
finance it's 
allinone sign 


However wide your choice of Motor Show cars 
there's a lot of good reasons for limiting your choice 
of finance companies to Lombard North Central 

Like simple Instalment Credit facilities based on 
fast, friendly, smooth-running service. 

The responsible attitude you expect from one 
of the top names in finance. 

And the solid sense of reliability of doing 
business with a member of the National Westminster 
Bank Group 

When all this comes from one finance company, 
why choose another and settle for less ? Just ask 
your dealer for Lombard North Central finance. 


Lombard 
North Central 


—a@ _ Banking - Instalment Credit 


Regional Head Offices at : Birmingham 021-744 8577 
Brighton 0273 507161, Bristol 0272 294961, London 01-349 
3131, Manchester 061-428 0551. Rotherham 0709 71144 
Branches throughout Great Britain 


